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DEDICATION. 


TO 

UEUTENANT-COLONEL WALTER SCOTT, 

■OMIAY IMOIlinM. 


Mt dsab Scott, 

The aentisient may saToor of Theniistodea rather 
than Ariatidee ; still I yentnre to hold that the pen in the 
hand of a man is that implement wherewith he may lawfully 
make known his obligations to those he lores, and, at the 
same time, answer loudly as he pleases certain other claim- 
ants to his attention. 

Acting upon this principle — or no principle, as you please> 
— 1 have inscribed these pages to you, a reteran dweller in 
the tents of Shem, a shrewd obserrer of all things oriental, 
and, what ooncems my purpose infinitely more, an old and 
valued friend, whose claims to my gratitude I shall ever feel 
to he of the strongest. 


LoHDoy, Iff 1861. 
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SCENES. IN SCINDE 


CHAPTEB I. 

THB 0f Xdb"— & A THE Ck>yEBN]CEl!rr 

STeI]^ THAT TOOK CB TO SCDIBB. 

Snr in, Mr. Bull, — after yon, air I 
I hope you liked Trafalgar, and Tarifa, and 
Gibraltar, and Algi^, and Malta, and Alexandria, 
and that yon found the realities ot trard almost as 
entertaining as the thonsand-and-one Di — , Pan — , 
Physi — , Poly — , and other — otaniic imitations at 
which you have been persereringfy staring these last 
few years, sir. 

* « * * 

Ton have now quitted Sues, which a fecetious 
"entertainer” very graphically described as being 
the Ghrsnd Depot for the Overland Babies — ^you are 
pacing the dedt somewhat cniionsly and excitedly 




2 


SCENES IN SOINDE. 


as the steamer tears furiously down the middle of 
t^ie Bed Sea. 

But you look in vain towards me, your guide. I 
will not answw a single question.. One of these days, 
Mr. Bull, when you are quite recovered from the 
fatigue and annoyances of this Oriental trip, when 
Mrs. Bull once more allows you a few weeks leave 
of absence, when the boys and ^Is are^ all in rude 
health, and at work, as good children should be, 
and when thcM is no squabble, clerical, laical, on 
public grohnds or on private' grounds, in your happy 
home, — no murders in the neighbourhood to engross 
your attention and your spate time — ^then, sir, may 
be I shall offer my services as courier toyou down the 
eastern coast of the Erythrsean. Sea up to Senaa in 
Yemen, the capital of that land of happy name.* 

St .St St St < 

The " Semiramis,” or some other confoTmded place 
of punishment with a high-flown misnomer, is in 
orders to convey from Bombay Harbour to Kurrachee 
a ^ight of 600, negro, souls and bodies. Go we 
must, sir, — and by her, too; go we must. At this 
time of the year, October, a coasting voyage in a 
sailing vessel northwanjb, is a beautifnl illustration 
of the Moral Impossible. 


• Yemen— the “ happy laud.’ 
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Hdlo, young man 1 where am I to put my' box ? 
Show me to my berth, mil ye? And I aay, don*t 
forget I want that- carpet-bag down in^ the cabin, 
and, O, yes, by-the-by, the: hat-box must come ‘too, 
7 — what'the deuce is the matter with you ?^* 

Oh, "Mt. Bull t Mr. Bull I what a . sore and 
gfierous premier paa is this I that gentleman whom 
you mistook for a steward> is the third lieutenant, 
an officer in the Bombay Marines, aUae the Indian 
Navy, and an individual of infinite importance in his 
own estimation, if not in that of others. A subaltern 
in a.steam-firigate, air, is a regular sea-sirtrap— under 
authorily, it is true, but not a whit the less capable 
et passing authority on with a mode and manner 
whidi -render- it extra-authoritative. Besides you 
have unconsciously toudied a most sensitive "raw.*' 
jSe and all his doth are rabid at thei degradation of 
having to transport "soldier'-officers/* ci being obliged 
to defile their spotless decks. with "diriy passengers" 
and. "filthy sepoys." The leait allusion to. this 
great grievance is suxe to’ arouse a tmmado of' wrath 
in the . blue-coated bosom. Now hearken to the 
thunder that bursts ovor your devoted head*— 

" Go to-the D— , you old fool. I say; -Quarter- 
master, pitdi that fellow’s traps overboard-^-ehar^, 
d'ye hear? 
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Ending witih a tirade of peraonal obserrations, not 
of a . complimentary description. 

Were the said lieutenant a -felbw-passenger with 
you to Margate or Heme Bay, I should counsel you 
to invest a five pound note in revenge — ^not that you 
would require much advice about the mattrir. 

But my dear, fat, old, testy, but very unblood* 
thirsty jMfpa de /anUBe, here — ^in th^ Eastern seas 
—all you can do is to swallow, with as few grimaces 
as possible, the bitter bit which you took into your 
mouth. 

It is only four days to Eurrachee. 

« e e e 

Weqat and drink like ghools or sdioolboys on 
board the "ahippe,” because we pay one pound per 
diem for our " keep." We have literally nothing to 
do with, for, or to ourselves, and to eat and drink is, 
all things considered, less laborious than to do 
nothing. At six o’dodL a.u. there is'coffee on 
dedc ; at nine we go down to break&st ; at noon we 
assemble to ‘intake it twdve" by the peculiar 
process of imbibing brandy and water and cmndiing 
aea*biacuits. At 3 r.Ji. we dine with the sub- 
alterns in the gun-room, 1 bdieve they call the 
place : we small fry cannot pass the dread piwtals of 
the state-cabin,” where sits the commander: snr- 
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xdunded by. bia- field* officer-paasengen. Three boors 
afterwards we aigam apply the spur to the jaded 
appetite, and take tea->a meal consisting, of a 
devilled biacoit and pale ale; and firom tihat time 
forwards we adhibit to ourselves as much liquid 
aliment as we can dispose of. . Between whiles we 
smoke, generally cheroots, sometimes a hookah to 
feed the comical indignation of oar- nautical firiends. 

You have learned by this time, 1 presume, what 
ship cookery is — ^how the. potage is always poultice- 
like pea-soup ; how the bottles in the cruet-stand 
always contain "passenger-pickles'' (*.e. so hot 
that an ounce lasts a year) ; how the bluish red or 
bmled-to-tatters mutton tastes exactly as if it had 
been cooked by the stokers in tiie engine-room; how 
politeness finrbids the appearance of "salt horse " or 
pork, the only good things on board; andfinally,bow 
the fat steams of the vegetables remind you of 
nothing but a dirty torchon. 

Your mental machinery is in a state of confusion, 
I see. Yon know not " what to observe," and would 
rather prefer observing nothing just at present. 
Very well, we will talk over matters to-morrow. So 
good night. 

•S . . ♦ ♦ • * ! 

We rise early, exactiy at half-past 8 a.m., one 
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of your old iaTOurites, tlhe heroes of your juTeaile . 
years — a "Jadk Ttur*^— growls ahmdy 
f^Tom'le oat there, goiii^ t* wash de^"— 

■ And if yott do not oh^^ curder instanter, he 
' swamps yon and. your conch with a tnhful ci odd, 
water. The best joke^ the honest light-hearted. 
ftUows know is to make a land-lubber ^oroughly 
miaerable, no matter by what means^ 

. Binng ini yonr day-shirt, which does duty as' 
ehemite de nuU, and certain cotton drawers oalled 
p^jammaa — 'Very naeftil when sleeping in- paUio— 
you choose a sea^ the bulwarks, or any other 
elevation inaccessible to the swurling streams which 
overflow the quarter-deck; there: yon mb yoar:red 
■eyes .with alarming violence; yaim like -a. little 
crocodile, stretdxing all yonr limbs at the same time, 
and ask and answer yonr finends sundry queries 
concerning the last Indian Night's Entertainment. 
Whoa the dissinesa of drowsineas leaves yonr brain 
. you cissay a kind of ablution— not witii the priggish 
precisiQn of a Bengalee, who commences to use the 
tooth-brush in his verandah regularly %t 8 ▲.M.-r 
yours is a catholic, ^neretistic style of lavation, 
perfbrmed, eampaigning-&shion, in a tinned pan, 
called a gendee. You are now in a proper state 
(Bi mind to* look around., you admirinc^y, ' to 
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DAT ON BOARD THE **SmPPB.” 

eqjoy t)ie manifold diarms of nature — auch as tlie 
cool dewy breath, of delightfnl mom, the chadless 
welkin’s azure depth, and the tiny undulations of the 
sapphire' wave, streaked by the orient sun’s aureate 
rays, and — ^perhaps you smoke a cigar— ~ 

You dress for break&st and finish that meal 
rapidly, not relisbing milkless tea or tincture of cofiiee, 
which on a pinch might serve for ipecacuanha. 

The horrors of the day then be^ in real earnest. 
You cannot sit in the rattling, creaking, groaning, 
shivering, steaming gun-room, full of the bouquet of 
dinner and sour bread. On deck there is an 
awning, but it is about as efficacious to protect you 
firom Phoebus’s fury as a lady’s park parasol against 
a gin-palace on fire. You cannot read even if you 
had books; you cannot talk even were you inclined 
to do so. There are six hundred sepoys on board, 
each squatting cm half-a-foot of deck, cramped, you 
may suppose, as to their limbs, but by no means 
fettered about that unruly member, the tongue. 
How th^ chatter, squabble, blow the conch, sing 
hymns to the sea-god, and smear themselves with 
oil of cocoa-nut t You wcmder how the fellows 
keep life and body together upon a quantity of 
parched grain barely sufficient for a bampdoor cock,* 


* High-cute HindQi would rather starve than cook on board ship. 
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how they can be so cbeeifiil witbont tbe accoatomed 
bookab^ and above all things, bow can sit by 
day and sleep away -the night in tbe postuie of a 
crow in tbe act of incnbation. 

The party contains a lady too; and however sweet 
the presence of the fiiir sex may be in its normal 
place, on board ship — ahem I Five gentlemen are 
paying her devoted attentions ; numbers one and two 
walk arm in arm witii her, eaxdi speaking in his own 
whisper; a third follows holding her parasol, another 
precedes her with her novel, and the fifth^hangs 
about with her lap-dog — ^most ci them are Irishmen; 
all are as fierce as fiends — ^it is not safe even to look 
that way. 

Ton cannot walk ; the only tolerable part of the 
quarter-deck belongs, by right of oflice, to the 
•• monarch of all he survqre "—one as absolute too, 
as any Bobinson Crusoe or Ftaneh cook in Ids own 
empre— our captain. So wearily enough the per- 
spiring Honrs drag one foot after another as thqy 
limp through their inonofOilons ckolae de$ damet. 
Do you not wish that we could hypnotise finr three 
days like fhkir^ or indulge in a tiidnan bout of 
hybemation> as the Esquimaux are said to do ? 

At last it is 11 r. m. We prepare to "tom in," 
if that technical phrase may ^ applied to depositing 
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our penoiu upon the contents of these bundles — 
pillows, padded coverlet, sheets, and deeping mat, 
spread on some imoccnpied space, wherever the 
quarter-deck will receive us under its awning. 

Now observe certain Anglo-Indianiama. 

See how that young gentleman — a “ &st " infant, 
who haa been smoking all day, crushing and throwing 
away every second cigar with an air, drinking at 
least two gallons of ale, and yet complaining that he 
is "stinted in his liquor,'* — ^undresses himadf. 
Stretched upon his litter, and presenting the appear- 
ance of a spread-eagle conchant, he superintended 
the operations of unliooting, unsocking, and unpan- 
talooning, as performed by Baloo, a "boy*** of 
fifty. Mr. Ensign Snooks’s temper has been raffled 
how, I cannot say, but the fact is nnimpugnable. 
He does nothing but kick the said Baloo’s shins, 
and indulge in carious physiological allusions to his 
(Baloo*s) maternal progenitor, his wives, sisters, and 
the other ladies of his family. Not that the "boy ** 
cares much about that matter, he has taken the 
" griffin ’’-line, angles for embryo commanders-in- 
diief, fieeces them for the fewfirst months after their 
arrival in the country, convoys them to their first 

^ In western Indtia the head aerfant ian all hie life. Philologiata 

diflbr aa to the origin of the word. 
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" oat-station," and turns them off when th^ begin 
to study Hindostanee. 

Turn we to another picture— I may scarcely term 
it a smihng one. 

For instance, that old captain, with a stock-fish 
complexion, and a forehead which looks as if the; 
skin had been pinched up into a hundred wrinkles. 
He is going to grumble himsdf to sleep, and to 
enliven the last hours of discontented day by wit- 
nessing the dire discomfort of some sleepy black, 
who is ordered to shampoo the old benevolent's arms 
and legs till, to translate his own phrw, his " eyes 
turn white" with &tigne. 

Or the fashionable migor in her most gnuaous 
Majesty’s regiment, en route to join his corps. 
He has been " Mends ” with almost everybody ; he 
has edified the oldsters, astonished the youngsters, 
and delighted aU hands by the number of titles his 
conversation contains, and by his anecdotes anent 
dubs, balls, steeple-chases, hunts, the "women," 
and the continent. He did not patronise ale, but 
the way in which he ^ed, tasted, and rolled his 
head after each glass of bilious sherry or sour 
Bonrdeaux, proved him to be quite u gourmet. See 
now the result of connoisseurship. The posterior 
portion of his bran-new Linooln and Bennett lies 
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mulled between his head and the pillow, wKiM his 
catalepsed lower limbs refuse to remoTe the policed 
ch^ i auoret of Hubert, from the chests and frees of 
the ndghbouring line of siegers. " Snowball,” his 
attendant pariah, kneds beside him in despair, and 
the amiable old captain inTolves in one comprehen- 
sive d— — , all the Qneen's officers ever created, with 
everything and everybody ever belonging to them, 
" Snowball ” induded. 

You seem astonished, Mr. Bull, at the amount of 
revelling and the general dare-devil tone of things 
on board the shippe.” A word in your ear — 

Those gentlemen are all going up on field service. 
Beports ♦ ♦ * The Sikhs * , * • 

The Affghans * * * Cashm^ shawls 

* * * Fredous stones ♦ * * 

Two millions of pounds sterling in gold * * * 

* « * * 

We go to bed, too, under the awning as luual. 
BecoUect if it rains, which it is pretty sure to do, 
dutch up your bed, and do not walk, but bolt as 
fast as you can into the gun-room. If you are- 
agile in your movements, you may chance to secure 
part of the table, or' a quiet place imder it. But 
mind, above all things, avoid deeping on any part of 
the narrow strip of tibioroughfrre which runs round 
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that venerable piece of famitnre, unless you wish to 
have one of your ^vourite Ben Braces, or Tom 
Starboards walking dowly over yonr countenance 
with the thickest of ammunition boots. In the mean 
time, make all preparations for covering yourself 
with something warm. Hereabouts, if it is Jehan- 
num by day, it is generally Barahoot* by night. 
And particularly avoid sleeping in the moonlight. 
You omniscient English gentlemen may laugh at 
what I am going to tell you, still it is not the less 
true. Many an incautions negro has risen in the 
morning firom his soft slumbers in ** Cynthia's cooly 
ray," with one moiety of his fiu» by no means a 
reflection of the other, and probably it took his 
countenance a year or two to recover ftom the effects 
of the moonblow. 

Do you fed inclined to admire the unusual 
brilliancy of the heavenly bodies — ^to speculate upon 
the quantity of light which Jupiter affords — to 
recognise the Bears, and dimly recollect that the poets 
have said something abont them — ^to, to— in a word, 
to sentunentalise upon the sublime and beautiftd ? 

"Not a bit!" 

Well, sir, I thought so. The planks are rather 

* The former the hot, the hitter the cold piece of etemel pnolebmenty 
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hard; the dew *« mmewliat chilly; that young fellow 
doe$ snore a little, and that did gentlenum will 
ontcnrse Emnlphua. 

* « * * 

Our course lies N. N. W., and all the first day we 
were in blue. water, too fisr firom the Northern 
Ocean and the coast of Guzerat to dintingninTi their 
several beauties. The wind, which at this season of 
the year is certain to be dead ahead,' indreased sen* 
aibly ; in &et a gale seemed to be in prospect. But 
no on^ I believe, ever passed the Ghilf of Cambay 
without being in, or in the neighbourhood of, a 
storm. The second morning brought us in sight of 
the rounded headland and the little sand-hills which 
mark the position of Diu Fort, the name — ^fiunous in 

Western, infamous in Eastern annals,— of a place 

‘ / 

where Portuguese gallantry never shone more 
brilliantly, and where Portuguese treachery never 
appeared in blacker colours. A &w hours after that 
the spires and towers, the bastions and bulwarks 
of the now ruinous settlement had disappeared from 
view, we shot by a shelving plain, the ancient site* 

"Of Somnath nittaa in 

as one of our bards geographically, but yet unmusi- 
cally, sings, and tbe modem celebrity for having pro- 
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duced certain gates which afforded tiie periodicals 
and the public a great deal of innocent amusement. 

There you caught a glimpse of the Land of the 
(self-styled) Children of the Sun and Moon, a nation 
of noblemen, whose pedigree dates, as you may 
guess firam the family name, a great deal before the 
Conquest, and who, withal, have little but luminous 
origin, and a terrible habit of romancing to recom- 
mend them. Like the Belochies, the Welsh, and 
other semi-barbarous races, th^ actually support 
minstrels, an order of men whose only occupation is 
to scatter the dust of many “ crams ^ over the 
tenerable remains of antiquity, and to put together 
as many curious and elaborate lies as they can. 

The ri^ery then becomes interesting enough. 
We stood within three miles of land, and every half 
hour supplied us with a change of prospect. The 
perpetually sluftiug coast was covored with towns and 
villages, here glittering in the sunshine, there almost 
concealed by surrounding wood, and the badr-gronnd 
was a range' of lofty hills whose forested crests, im- 
concealed by even the semblance of a mist, cut in 
jagged lines the deep blue snriace of an Eastern sky. 
* * * * 

At a distance you might mistake that tower for 
the spire of an old cathedral in good old Normandy 
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—it is the pagoda of Dwarka, a revered spot where 
some half million of pi^;iim8 amraally flock to qpend 
their money, worship Krishna, receive the brand of 
that demi-deity, die of an epidemic, and feed the 
hungry sharks that haunt the bay in wait for devotee 
fledi. At night you remark the vast sheet of Are 
which spreads like lightning over tiie distant hills. 
Th^ are covered with enormous bamboos, and these 
when dry are ignited by the firiction which the wind 
causes, and bum with fiery fury. It is a fisvonrite 
theme of the Hindoo muses— this Burning Junglo— 
and now that you have witnessed it, even firom a&r, 
you can well concdve how much glowing descrip- 
tion and tenebiions terminology may be expended 
upon it. 

The fourth morning we lose sight of land; we 
are striking across the GxQf of Cutch. Something 
has been said, and still there is something to be said, 
about the Kanthi of Ptolemy, the probability versus 
the possibility of the Bunn ever having been an 
inland sea, the voyage of Nearchus and the aocurapy 
or the erroTB of Arrian. But I have talked, heard, 
and written about the Kanthi and the Bunn, 
Nearchus and Arrian, till the very names have 
become provocatives of qualm. 
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Heie we are at last. The extremity of that long 
line of Une hills lying to the northward isCapeMonae, 
a qpot whidb, terriUe to say, also has its debatable 
and debated classical name.* These insnlated masses 
of stone which emerge a few feet firom tlie water are the 
Qyster-rocks; th^areto this region what theNeedles 
are to tiie last bit of old England that detained onr 
lingeringloohs. When landing we pass between them 
and the craggy promontory, with the lighthouse on 
its walled summit— Fort Manhora. This is the 
sontbem gateway of onr Unhappy Valley, and the 
aiehitectnre and material— bleached and barren piles 
of limestone— have been admirably adapted the 
hand of Natnre to tiie luxuriant fidds of .manhy 
mangrove and salt sand which lie within tire gaegp. 
The rock rises about 180 feet perpendicularly above 
thelevelof the sea; it is nearly a mile in length, and 
towards the shore shelves down till it sinks into a 
muddy swamp, overgr o wn witli vegetation, and over* 
flowed by every high tide. Now, Sir, you' stand k 
ooaple of miles fimn Knrraehee, the young Alexandria 
of OUT young Egyp^t and a few yards firom the qpot 
• Elrfl^ I Mtofv. 

t Toimg Egjplf* Is ft flivmiiite mnMguet Ibr Hm Unluingr YtSkf, 
ftifglBfttiiif froDi ftB ofllciil pioeltiBfttloBf wbidi aniMNnced th* mtm 
ftsnqiMst to be eqatl to Ejppt In ftrtflitj. Oeictiliilj, nuuijr pftrli nmiM 
one madi of Anuou’s dotpoldi to tbo OoHpli Unnrt In wblch ho doflcriboi 
the load of the Nilo •• • o ecofl rfy oly oppoftrinf ft doMrl, ft loko^ ond ftflovran- 
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wheore Biitiali arms first diowed the vaunting Scindee 
and the blustering Beloch what British arms can do 
when necessary. 

As Sir J.K——, "after a service of forty-five years 
in the four quarters of the globe," was inarching up 
to take the dty, which made the knight a baron, he 
and his gallant soldiers were so evil entreated — at 
least, so it is said — ^by the Princes of the Indus, who 
would neither be on regular warlike terms with him, 
so as -to give him. an opportunity of looting* them, 
nor yet be sufiBciently accommodating to assist him 
in looting others, that a reserve force was inconti- 
nently despatched firom Bombay to be stationed in 
this ft voured land, and to teach its rude rulers better 
manners. 

Kurrachee was fixed upon as the point of disem- 
barkation. H. M. ship "WeUeslqr," 74, and the 
"Hannah" transport, having on board H. M. 40th 
regimen^ together with a company of artiUeiy, arrived 
there on the 2nd of February, 1839, anchored under 
the walls of the fori> <uid summoned the garrison to 
surrender. 

"I am a Belodi, and I will die first,” was the 
magnanimous reply of the noUe barbarian, the coan- 
twhikW of the said garrison. Mmeover, the same 

* Loot b plnndor in tho Anglo-Indian dbloet. 

me ASIATIC SOCIETY KOL.KATA 



18 


SCENES IN SCINDE. 


noble barbarian sent a few Sdndee qpies to "bum* 
bug" the British admiral and ihe brigadier into the 
belief that Manhora was a Gibraltar, and the Belo* 
dues perfect devils to fight. 

"^d BO are we/* quoth those not>to>be-hum> 
bugged personages. 

Accordingly dispositiona were made for the attack. 
The regiment and artillery landed, whilst the 74 
cleared decks and waa brought near for action. 'When 
all was ready, the fortress was a second time sum- 
moned, with true British humioiity — ^it was supposed 
not to contain a farthing in copper— whereto it 
replied laconically and tant toU peu Gallicanly, that 
"Forts might be stormed, but they never surrender.** 
Under these drcumstances, the " Wellesley** re- 
joined tartly, with a broadside, a hailstorm of bullets, 
which, as might have been expected, removed half 
of the miiMrable breastwork firom its proud position 
above the watery plain into the watery plain. 

After a few minutes’ continued cannonade, the 
breach was reported practicablei,andagallsntband— 

«TIm fall nVIinjia, mWllil ftirlnrn'* — 

pressed fixrward to claim the honour and g^ory of 
being permitted to die the hero’s death. 

“British officers and men,** etc., etc., etc. 
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Inflamed by the abort and pithy harangn^ the 
harangued moved on to the attack. Pausing for a 
moment to take breath at the foot of the rock, th^ 
scanned the summit with fiery looks; then, damber- 
ing up the steep side and tumbling over the wall 
and each other, with charging bayonets and the 
sturdiest possible hearts, th^ dashed impetuous 
into the midst of Fort Manhora. 

What could withstand such gallantry? The 
garrison, an old man, a young woman, and a boy, 
instantly surrendered. Sodidthetownof Knrrachee; 
so also did all tiie neighbouring districts. 

The Gh>vemor«General of India ^'had much grati> 
fication in praising the forbearance both before and 
after the exertion of force *’ evinced by thdr excd- 
lendes the naval and military commanders, and the 
brave bands th^ commanded. Morrover, the same 
high functionary opined that the prompt and 
efliectual measures taken for reducing Kurrachee 
appeared to have been conducted in a manner such 
as to ensure success.” 

4e S' a 

I am telling you, Mr. Bull, the local, popular, 
and ikcetions version of the aflisdr. Of course, there 
is another and a serious one. A great authority * 

* ** of the Gunpiign the Axmj of the Indiu in Sind end 
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in such tilings asanres us that the flying garrison 
bring captured, was found to conrist . of twenty 
men. 

AlUdin Aalam — the Lord is all-knowing, as 
the Moriem dirines say, when oompdled by rircnm- 
stances to rriate an apocryphal tale — may tiie 
penalty of fiction fall with all due weight upon the 
head of the fictor I 
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CHAPTEB II. 

FIBST OLDIFSB OF THE TJNHAFFY VALLET, AEO THE 
EATIVB TOWK OF KDBBACHEE. 

“ Weli., I never I ” 

Of oonrse not, Sir. No one, man, woman, or 
child, ever aaw the face of Young Egypt f<»r the firat 
time, without aome audi exdamation. 

"A regular desert I — a mere line of low ooas^ 
sandy as a Scotchman's whiskers — a glaring waste, 
with visible as well as palpable heat playing over its 
dirty yellow snrfiuie I " 

Yes, sir — ^yest When last I went home on 
furlough, after a vtyage round the Cape of Ghx>d 
Hope, the "Elisa” deposited me at Plymouth. In 
the ]^ot boat was an "old and fidthful servant,” 
from Central Asia, accompanying his master to the 
land of the pork-eater. 

"Allah, Allah I ” exclauned Khndabakhah, as he • 
caught right of the town, and the green hills, and' 
the woody parks, and the pretty placea round about 
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the place with the breakwater; "what maimer of 
men must you Feringhis be, that leave such a 
bihiaht * and travel to such accursed holes as ours, 
without manacles and the persuasions of the 
chob ! " t 

You recollect, I dare say, Mr. Bull, reading in 
your Goldsmith, a similar remark made by one of 
your eompatriotes in the olden time ? 

" Caractacus and Khudabakhsh be 1 Where 

are we to land here ? Where 's the wharf? " 

O man of civilisation, habituated as you are to 
quays and piers, with planks and ladders, I quite 
enter into the feeling that prompts the queiy. A 
long biUowy sei^ tipped with white, is sweeping 
directly into Ihe narrow rock-girt jaw of the so-called 
harbour; we roll to such an extent that if you like 
the diversion you may run firom one side of the 
quarter-deck to the othm-, each time dipping your 
fingers in the pure element ; and to confuse matters 
still more, we have six hundred sepoys to land. 

There is a bar across the creek; so the "Semi- 
ramis” must lie at anchor ootnde till the pilot boats 
put off to fetch us. 

. Here they come, anything hut agreeable to look 
at, but capable of going strangely well, half-through 


• FUtdlw. 
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half>oyer, the foaming waTes. They are along-rid^ 
tihe chattering of the owners teUa ns. 

The aepoya disembark first. There goes one of 
them into the sea, mnske^ knapsack, brass pipkin 
and all. If he were an Englishman how he wonld 
drop "Brown Bess," and kick, and plunge, and 
roar, and cry, " Save me ! " But he is a Hindn. 
So, firmly grasping his weapon as if he were .about 
to find it essentially useful in the depths d tiie 
ocean, he sinks — permanently. 

At the sight and sound of the fiital plunge yon, 
good honest man, long accustomed, in concert with 
Mrs. Bull, Master Billy, and all the junior Bulls, to 
vent your feelings audibly, when a little girl tumbles 
in an "act of equestrianism" against the well- 
padded barrier at Astlqy's, cannot help for the life 
of you, shouting " man overboard 1" rushing about 
the deck, and other signs of excited benevolence. 

Curiously enough, the surrounding blacks — ^the 
lost man’s comrades and fidends— eye your outlandish 
proceeding. Thqy peep a little at the water, 
converse a great deal, and when their oflScers aak 
them what has occurred, respond brightly — 
"Bangee Naick drowned I ” 

They wonld be rathor disappointed, I realty 
bdieve, were that Bangee to reappear. Beaidea he 
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was a low-caste man; even he himself would have 
hesitated to rank himsdf in the scale of creation 
with the C. 0/s milch-goat. 

But tiie fat old Moslem ayah, the major’s lady’s 
black Abigail, does not seem at all anxious to share the 
poor pariah’s fate. See how she sticks to the ladder, 
clings to the rope, and fearfiiUy scans the insolent 
waves that now bedew her extensive display of 1^ 
now sink into a yawning abyss, deq> in the centre of 
which lies tiie little boat where she is required to 
deposit herself. You also, when you reflect that you 
have shins, and you remember how muck karder 
than flesh wood is, do feel that the descent in this 
case is by no means a fecUe one. 

The Ayah starts and stares, stretches forward and 
shrinks backward, restretdies and reshrinks, shrieks 
a little, swears for the benefit of the boatmen, and 
diouts "are bap”’i‘ for her own. Presently some 
one, in pure pty of her case, pushes her headlong 
from bdiind into the canoe as it rises quivering upon 
the crest of a mountain billow. Fear not, sir, there 
is no danger of her being hurt, — she assumes a 
hedgehog’s shape with infinite ease: tere* aique 
rotunda, die tumbles upon a pile of boxes and bags, 
extends her arms, fixes hersdf firmly by means of 


* **Om7&t1ier!' 


common native czclamation. 
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her dews, palls the veil over her modest head 
once more, and once more commences the nsnal 
series of assertions concerning the legitinuu^ of 
the boatmen, and the general condnct of their 
female relations. 

Now, sir, it is yonr time. Shake hands with your 
fellow-passengers and "hope to have the pleasure of 
sedng them again soon," so shall they pronounce 
yon to be a "devilish good fdlow," in spite of your 
black coat. Finish your ale, and prepare to quit 
the " Shippe of Helle" with all expedition. 

We have been ddayed a little. One of the pilot 
boats, becoming tired of her occupation, made a 
ddiherate attempt to escape. The marine on guard, 
however, sent a bullet through the sail, so very dose 
to the sailors’ heads, that the design was abruptly 
fhtilised. Seated partly in the cranky canoe, partly 
in the drifting spray, we fly along, as if teaming old 
Neptune’s drag over the watery hills and dales, glide 
beneath Manbora Fort, ^ond, crossing the bar, 
acknowledge with a heartfdt "Thank goodness!’’ 
the mercy of finding ourselves in smooth water 
at last. 

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

The " Port’’ of Kurrachec, you see, has no pre- 
tensions whatever to be called a port. The road- 
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•tead is dangerously exposed, and the credE' 'whidi 
runs up to the town is too shallow to admit anything 
but flat-bottomed steamers and small native craft. 
As, however, the whole of this coast is deficient in 
harbours, and this, though bad, is probably the best 
it affords, it is much frequented. Some years ago it 
was considered a place of extreme importance, and 
a number of enthusiastic Anglo-Sdndians detected 
in its position and capabilities a natural value which, 
improved by art, would certainly at some time or 
other raise Eurrachee high above Calcutta in the 
scale of Indiab cities. The expenditure of public 
money was more than liberal, a little army was 
collected here, and as the ni^ard country provides 
scarcely sufficient grain to support its scanty popu- 
lation, the import trade became brisk and regular, 
and even the export improved. Eurrachee, thus 
dioved forward, took the first st^ en avcmt by 
outstripping and almost depopulating the maritime 
towns around. It was then resolved that she should 
have all advantages to aid her rapid progress. 
Accordingly a stone pier was designed to run from 
the town half way down the creek. The work was 
undertaken, and would have prospered too had it 
not unfortunately sunk nearly as fost as it could be 
built. Estimates were called for to show what 
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expense vovld attend blowing up the bar, and 
extensive fidd-works and fortifications, intended to 
be a depot for the material of war agaiust Central 
Asia generally, were ordered to rise from the barren 
plain. 

However I Kunachee is Enrrachee, and Calcutta 
is Calcutta stilL 

e 3it e 9ic 

As we pass on, yon observe the piles of oyster- 
shells that line the shore: those, sir, are the 
produce of our cdebrated fishery ; they are con- 
siderably la^fer than your imtives and their contents 
are not quite so ddicately flavoured: but they also 
afford a very barbaric pearl of dingy hue, somewhat 
larger than a pin's head. This source of profit, such as 
it was, has now been dried up, not by the "ignoranoe 
and folly of the Ameers," but by the stolidity of cer- 
tain local officials, successors to that wdl-abused 
dyiu»ty — and by the rapadly of certain blade 
subjects, who contracted for Idie fisheries and merd- 
lesdy fished up every shell diey could find. There 
are the carcases of sonie large vessds stranded upon 
the mud-banks about the creek, and moored in its 
centre you see twenty or thirty Ghrabs from Muscat, 
Bug^ahs firom the Persian Gulf, Cottias firom Cutch, 
and Patdmars and BotiUas firom Bombay. 
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The tide is out and we thank the hit of pier 
that we hare not to lit away some tedious hours in 
this uncomfortaUe unaromatic conveyance to be- 
stride the damp hacks of brawny Seindians, or to 
walk with legs au naiurel, and nether garments upon 
our dionlders, through nearly a mile mud and 
water, averaging two feet deep, with plenty of sharp 
shdls at the bottom, and aquatic roots which 
admirably perform the office of mantraps. 

Now, Mr. Bull, our pilot has cast andior — a large 
round flat stone, about three feet in diameter, with 
two holes init, one for the cable, the otiier for a long 
sharp stick, the fluke. We will land if you please 
It is 6 p.m.; the fine time for a walk, the horses 
can follow us, and the luggage is sure to find its 
way up to the bungalow. So while it is e» rqute we 
will stroll through the native town, and afterwards 
along the military road to the cantonment. 

a * * * 

Kunachee, you must know, has been identified 
by some palseogeographers, with the Krokali of the 
Greeks: on the grounds, I bdieve, that it stands in a 
province called Kakraleh. 

There is only one objection to the thecny, which 
is, that Kurrachee was built about one hundred and 
fifty years ago. The town is a mass of low mud 
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hovdB, and tall mnd houses with flat mud roofs, 
windowless mud walls, and numerous mud ventilators, 
surrounded by a tumble-down parapet of mnd, built 
upon a low platform of mud-covered rock.* This is 
the dtadd : it flnes off into stra^ling suburbs bdow, 
extending for northwards, and terminating at the 
bead of the creek. 

On approadiing Eurrachee, three of the senses 
receive ** fresh impressions,”— three organs are 
affected, for more powerfully, however, than plea- 
santly, vis., the ear, the nose, and the eye. 

The perpetual tomtoming and squeaking of native 
mnsio, mingled with the roaring, bawling voices of 
the inhabitants, the harkings and hayings of the 
stranger-hating curs, and the streams of the hungry 
gulls, who are fighting over scraps of defunct fishes, 
form a combination which strikes the tympanum as 
deddedly novel. The dark narrow dl^ through 
which nothing bulkier than a jackass can pass with 
ease, boast no common sewer: drainage if you can 
so call it, is managed by evaporation, every inhabitant 
throws away in front of his dwdling what he does 
not want within, whilst the birds and dogs are the 

* The day iMiMiMrati oied u pluter ii thrown into n pit, workod up 
to the proper eonditencj with witor, nixed with finely chopped etisw, end 
trodden under fbot till reedy fbr nie. The itrew ectf es heir in Englieh 
morter; withent it the bfkb would erumble to Ute in no time. 



80 


SCBITES nr SCINDB. 


only scavengers. This, the pennanent fietor, is here 
and there increased by the aroma of carrion in sndi 
a state that even the kites pronounce it rather too 
high to be pleasant, and varied when we approadi 
the different bazaars by a dose, faint, dead smell of 
drugs and spices, sudi as one might suppose to pro- 
ceed from a newly made mummy. You are familiar 
with Boulogne, Cologne, and Borne : this you at once 
feel is a novelty. The people are quite a different 
race from what you have hitherto seen. The charac- 
teristic of their appearance is the peculiar blending 
of the pure Iranian form and tint with those of the 
Indian branch of the same fomily. Their features are 
regular ; thdr hair, unlike the lank locks of the great 
Peninsula, though coarse is magnificent in quantity 
and colour; the beard is thick, glossy, and curling; 
and the figure is manly and well devdoped. The 
mass of the population is composed of Mohana or 
fishermen. The males are scattered about, mending 
and cleaning their rude nets : the ladies are washing 
fish in foul puddles, or are carrying the unsavoury 
burdens homewards on their bare heads. There is 
every convenience for studying their figures; the 
dress of the ruder sex, consisting of only the Sdnde 
hat and a palir of indigo coloured drawers extending 
from die waist to the knee. The women are habited 
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in a kind of embroidered boddice, called a " gaj/’ and 
long; coloured cotton pantaloons tightened round the 
ande. Th^ seldom wear veils in the streets, modesty 
not being one of their predilections ; nor are they at 
all particular about volunteering opinions concmning 
yomr individual appearance, which freedom in the 
Ewt, yon know, is strange. The Moslems are dis- 
tinguished by their long bea^, slipperless feet, and 
superior nakedness,: Hindoos, by fidmess or rather 
yeUowness of complexion, a strangely shaped turban, 
a doth frstened round the waist, a dab of vermilion 
between the ^ebrows, and a thread hung over the 
left dioulder, and knotted against the right side. 
The descendants of African slaves abound: we meet 
them everywhere with huge water-skins on their 
backs, or carrying burdens fit for buffaloes. 

All the people are preparing for prayers. The 
Hindoos are accnratdy washing their mouths, tooth 
by tooth, on the steps opposite their shops, or are 
purifying their sable locks and odire skins with the 
mixture of argillaceous earth* and mustard oil which 
hereabouts is used for soap. The Mosbms have 
spread their carpets, and are standing reverentially in 

* It ia called and ia quanled near Hydeiabad and other plaoea. 

The Fenian name ia GKl-i^r-Shni— ^ the headp^vadung day.” When 
mixed up with loae leavea, inatead of iincid oil, it makea anyihiiqr bat a 
bod wadi-ball. 
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the dixection of Mecca with &oes even graver thim 
OBiial, and their hands raised to heaven, 

" Thqr torn towards the sun, are thqr worshipping 
it?” 

" Man, man, what a question I And yet I have 
been asked it a dosen times by ignoramuses who have 
lived years and years in the East. No, Sir; they 
are primping very mudh as you do, or should do— only 
their devotions condude with invoking the interces- 
sion of Mohammed their prophet. You might tue 
a lesson, if not too proud to be taught, from their 
regularity in performing their religious duties ; 
high and low almost all pray twice a day, some as 
many as five times, in public too, so that there may 
be no shirking. The working dasses sddom under- 
stand much of what th^ are rq^ting, Arabic not 
being more intdligible to them than Latin is to a 
Frenchman or an Iridunan. But their priests eriU 
allow them to peruse their Scriptures trandated into 
the vernacular." 

Let us leave this most olid town and pursue the 
path that leads towards the river — forget what its 
name is, you must not expect to find water in it ; 
although at times after heavy rains in the hills, the 
broad deep bed can scarcdy contain within its 
wooded and gardened banks the rapid and muddy 
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toirent that nms down it, in antmnn and winter 
it M always dry. Here and there, yon observe, 
remains a pool in which the little blades are disport- 
ing Ibemselvea like dabchicks in their qoasi-native 
element. In other places pits have been sank, and 
round the margins stand crowds of dames, ftir and 
dark, young and old, of high and low degree, each 
with her earthen waterpot on her head and most of 
them with infants that cling to their parents’ sides 
like bal^ baboons. There is an immensity of con- 
fidiulation going on, and if the loud firequent laughs 
denote, any tiling beside vacancy of mind, thoe is 
much enjoyment during the water drawing. In the 
East, yon know, the well is the place of r^ion, 
and of cofteertartone, the "scandal-point," and the 
pump-room of each little coterie. The ladies there 
prepare their minds for the labours of the evening, 
such as cooking their husbands’ and children’s din- 
ners, mending their clothes, preparing their beds, 
and other domestic avocations mnltitarious. 

Striking from the river bank, towards the canton- 
ment, we pass some attempts at gardens, and thin 
plantations of cocoa-nut trees, surrounded by dwarf 
and broken walls of puddle. Remark this man, a 
tall Banyan,* whose long legs depend fiiom that 

• The pare Hindoo considon itodiignco to mount on om. In Sdnde 

o8 
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diminutiTedoiik^’B saddldess cropper, — ^ia lie not like 
an ourang-ontang beatiiding 'a Newfoundland dog f 
That lofty dump on the other aide of the road oon> 
ceala a dry tank, and ahdtera aome honaea inhabited 
by hdy charactera. It ia called the Bam Bagb, or, 
Garden of Bama (Chandra),* as here, on thia very 
apot, the mighly hero and demigod of that name 
paaaed a night aome few million years ago, when he 
and his pretty wife Sita were, like ourselves, Mr. Bull, 
taking a trip through the Unhappy Valley of the 
Indus. Now we have nothing to do but to follow 
this exceedingly dusty and disagreeable highway 
about half a nile, when we shall readi our destina> 
tion and dinner. 

How lovdy are these oriental nights I — ^how espe- 
cially lordy, contrasted with the most unlovdy 
oriental day. The plain around us is nothing but 
an expanse of sand, broken into rises and ftUs by 
the fiiiious winds, and scarcely affording .thorns, 
aalsols^ and fire-plants,t aufScient to feed a dozen 
goats and camda. Yet, somehow or other, the hour 

hawmitf the intolennce of the Moilem rulen compelled them to adopt 
the lowly moniumf and dow, from force of hahiti they woiild be unwilling 
to ezchai^ it for another. 

* So called to diitingaiah him from Fbraau Rama, another heroic 
incarnation. 

i* -The common name for the difieront varietieB of Euphorbia. 
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communicates a portion of its charms even to this 
prospect. The heavy dew floats up from the sun- 
parched earth in almost transparent mists, that at 
once mdlow, graduate, and diversify a landscape 
which the painful transparency of the atmosphere 
during daytime lays out all in one plane like a 
Chinese picture. The upper heights of the dome above 
ns are of the deepest, purest, and most pellucid blue, 
melting away around its walls into the lightest azure ; 
the moon sheds streams of liquid silver upon the 
nether world; there is harmony in the night gale, 
and an absence of every harsher sound that could 
disturb the speU which the majestic repose of Nature 
casts upon our spirits. 

Sc « * * 

Before we enter our bungalow, and " shut up*’ for 
the night, I must remark concerning what we have 
just seen, that Kurracliee, (the native town,) wants 
many an improvement, whieh perhaps old Time, the 
great Progressionist, has in store for it. To him 
we look for the clearing of the harbour, the drainage 
of the dirly backwater, and the proper management 
of the tidal incursions. He may please to remove 
the mountains of old rubbish whiehysurround and 
are scattered through the native town ; eventuaUy he 
may dear away the crumbling hovels whidi received 
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UB> at tke head of the Cnatom House Bunder^ and 
occupy the space with an erection somewhat more 
dignified. Possibly he wiU he induced to see the 
pier properly finished^ to macadamise the road that 
leads to camp^ to superintend the growth of a shady 
avenue or two^ and to disperse about the environs a 
few large trees which may break the force of the fierce 
sea wind^ attract a little rain, and create such a 
thing as shade. We trust implicitly in Time. Withal 
we wish that those who have the power of seising 
him by the forelock would show a little more of the 
will to do so. The old gentleman wears a fiuihion- 
able wig^ curly enough in front, but dose behind as 
a pointer’s back ; and we, his playthings, are always 
making darts at the wrong side. 
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CHAPTEB m. 

CAMP KUBBACBBE AMD ITS EMVntOKS. MUaDB PEER 
AMD THE CROCODILE Bn>K 

Youe first night in Scinde, Mr. Bull — how did 
yon like it? I had your conch placed in the 
verandah — screened^ however, firom the sea-breese, 
which is said to be dangerous — because you never 
could have endured the 100* heat of an inner room, 
and 1 now come to awake you at four a. m., 
take yoU' to constitationalise a little before 
sun appears. The great secret of health in this 
of the East lies, I believe, in the daily habit of a 
long walk, not a lasy canter, in the cool of the 
morning. 

We can now, if you please, perambulate the camp, 
and devote the evening and the morrow to a few 
excursions in the neighbourhood. 

* e * « 

Kurrachee is the head>qoaiters of the local govern- 


111 
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meat, and 1|he great station for European regiments.* 
The cantonment stands on a slope, whidi rises 
towards the east into a little dudn of rocky hills. 
The foundation is a hard, dry crust of sand, gravel, 
and silt, thinly spread over beds of stone and 
pebbles. As in all camps, there is a huge dirty 
basaar, foil of shopkeep^ and servants, soldiers and 
sepoys, ladies of no virtue to speak of, naked 
children and yelping curs^a scene strictly iu the 
Eastern low life style. . There are large, roomy 
barracks, oblong, single-storied buildings, dressed 
with mathematical precision to the front, and 
flanked by equally precise roads, two dozen different 
guards scattered in all directions, immense com- 
nussaciat stores, a Protestant church, with very 
little outward show, a Boman Catholic chapel, 
built palpably for effect, two or three burial- 
grounds, a,spedes of bam intended for the accom- 
modation of the Drama, many mess-houses, an 
iceless receptacle for Wenham Lake ice, a library 
without books, a school-room in which Indo- 
Biitish children receive the elements of education, 
and sundry private buil^gs where public duties 
are performed. The streets, or rather roads, 

* ^^19 an foneially about 6000 man of all wnii^ Eurapaaa aod 
Native af Knnachee. 
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axe lerd, dm^ thoxongh&resj areraging fifty yards 
in lireadihj and the houses axe separated fa^il 
milk bush hedges, endosing "compounds,"* .so 
called, 1 presume, because the thing is a mixtnie''of 
the garden and the court-yard. 

Each domicile spetJcs plainly enough for its 
tenant. Here the huge white stuccoed pile, with tall 
arches and bright chika t between, towering above a 
screen of Euphorbu^ whidi takes, the labour of a 
doaen men to water, it, denotes the Commissariat or 
the Staff Officer, l^ere the neat budding, 

with carefully curtained windows, a carnage under 
the died that adjoins it, comparatiTdy dean out- 
houses, and an apology for a garden kept up in the 
fisoe of many difficulties, pdnts out the married 
captain, or fidd-officer. A little beyond it, another 
bungalow, jealoudy trdlised round with bamboo- 
work, a gaudy palanquin lying near the dirty huts, and 
two or three jaunty, debaudied kiddng "darkies," 
dressed in the height of. black dandyism, diow 
manifest traces of the " Booboo." | Beyond it yon 
remark a long; low range of stained and dilapidated 
building; under whose narrow verandah, with the 

* rMl n lag ltti dmtni tfct Trull fti«n ifc, TVt iniMiw 

f AUsdarSMBM. 

) Badwe^ aUdjfbeompMbjrOaDatiTMarvwtambdi^toBortoo, . 
daatt traiiiUj arban Ihar ifarit at aw af thair am laSiNi 
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rongli wooden posts, still sleep three or four young 
gentlemen, in spite of the glistering of morning, the 
yelping of a dozen terriers, and fte sqpabbling of as 
many Fariali servants, each exhorting his neighbour 
todoAiswork: that is a Castle of Indolence in whii^ 
several snbaltems in one of bar Mfyesly^s corps chum 
together, for the greater fiualily of spending days. 
Again, you observe a mean-looking bungalow, with 
appended kennels and stables, that are by-ftr the 
best part of the house: the fine head of an Arab 
peeping out of his loose box is the only sign of life 
about the place — ^tfiat is a Duck Subaltern Hall.” 
Both these establishments are apparently in a state 
of admirable disorder : the fences are broken down 
by being leapt over, the garden destroyed by being 
galloped over, the walls pitted with the pellet-bow, * 
and near each a goodly heap of dir^ "Sfarines,” 
who have travelled firom the generous vineyards of 
" the South ** to do their duly on the parched plaids 
of Sdnde, is piled dose 1y shattered aiz-dosen 
chests, bid tom fiy-tents, legless diairii, and other 
pieces of fiuniture which have suffered in the wars 
within. The few pretentions Erections, built in no 
earthly style of architecture^ which puzzle yon as to 
their intentions, are the "follies” of Anglo-Indian 


* A bow wbicli ahoott clay pellets instead/<tf arrowe. 
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clerks and writers, a race of men which hugely 
delights in converting rupees to unlovely masses of 
brick and mortar. At first glance, your ^e detects 
the hnmble dwellings of the primitive colonists, 
sheds of " wattle and dab,” in the form of a single 
piled tent, for the most part now degraded into 
stables or servants’ offices. They form remarkable 
contrasts with the double-storied houses, the thickly 
stuccoed roofs, made to be promenaded upon, and 
the extensive ranges of rooms, which have sprang up 
during the last ten years, when men could calculate 
upon being stationary for a while in the "station ” 
of Kurrachee. Except' in a few instances, all the 
tenements are bungalows, parallelograms of unlovely 
regularity, with walls of sun-dried brick, doubly 
white-washed to promote cleanliness and glare, 
sometimes flat above, more often sloping with red 
and blue tiles, with eaves pulled out, and prevented 
-firom falling by clumsy columns of brick. Each has 
its dependent line of dirty, dingy "cook-houses,” 
dens for the servants, and other conveniendes thrown 
fiur enough off to temper the pungency of the 
screamings and the steams that escape through the 
doorless doorways. 

Crossing the camp in a northward direction 
towards the Gtovemment Gardens, we pass through, 
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70a observe^ the heart of the settlement. Every thing 
at this hoar looks and sonnds intensely militaiy. 
Yonder, on the regimental parade-ground, a plump 
of glittering bayonets is wheeling and taming about 
in dose column ; a little way in front of us a troop 
of horse artillery winds slowly along the road 
towards the Champ de Mars ; in the square on our 
right are some himdred ** Johnny Raws'* under the 
Adjutant's watchful eye, in every grade of recruitism, 
from the rigid miseries of the goose-step, to the last 
touch of the sword exercise; and on the left a 
native corps, with band playing and colours flying; 
returns from driU to their lines and breakfasts. 

This, Mr. Bull, is one of the Sepoy regiments, 
about which you have heard so much of late. Yon 
are right; there is something uncommonly grotesque 
in their general appearance — a total want of "fitness 
of things" in an Ultra-European dress, upon an 
Ultnu-Asiatic person. The men's shoulders are 
rather narrow, their bodies are shortish, their waists 
are waspish, and their thin legs appear to grow out 
of their chests. Still they are stout hearts, and 
true, these fellows ; they have fought for your cotton 
and pepper many a year, and you may still rdy upon 
their fldth and loyalty. Ere long, I dare say, you 
will hear of a torrent of them pouring westward 
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through Egjptj and I venture to assert that they 
will rather astonish the natives of Southern Europe. 
One company of them as they are is worth half a 
battalion of Italians or Oreeks^ and when they have 
a few more British officers to lead them on^ you may 
safely trust them to act against any army whatever. 

All around us there is a regular Dutch concert 
of martial music. Bugles are sounding light infantry 
calls — ^bands are performing whilst their regiments 
parade; — there is a rattling treble of musketry, 
a booming bass of cannon, and a practising of the 
drum, beat in the very soprano key which combines 
to form a perfect Devil's Tattoo." 

This position, in the outskirts of the camp, was 
chosen for the Government Gardens as it is the only 
place that affords a sufficient quantity of sweet water. 
The acre or two of ground thus grandiloquently 
designated, contains a multitude of weUs, shady 
alleys for promenades, a chunamed* floor for dancing 
au clair de la /tine, a square where the bands play to 
the ladies in the evening, a few flower-plots and a 
vast number of onion, lettuce and cabbage-beds. 
One walk through will suffice. 

And now to breakfast. 

« * ♦ ♦ 

The sun is sinking slowly towards his purple 

* Sflftde of chunam or gypium. 
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coQcb, the western main; we have still time to 
canter over the couple of miles that separate us 
from « Clifton " 

Our route is exactly the opposite one to that we 
followed this morning. Now you see the ''West 
End ” of Kurrachee, where the Staff Lines are, where 
great men dwell and where His Excellency the 
Gtovemor, or the Commissioncrj as the case may he, 
— titles are frail things here — ^holds his little court. 
That strange looking building without windows, is 
the Freemasons’ Lodge, the Jadoo GAur, or " Magic- 
house,” as the natives call it, considering the respect- 
able order a band of sorcerers who meet in their 
^iXoScX^etov to worship the Shaitan and to concert 
diabolical plans and projects against Allah’s chosen 
people, themsdves. This is the vulgar idea. ' The 
more learned Orientals consider freemasonry a relic 
of Gkiebrism imbedded in the modem stracture of 
Christianity. It is the fashion, I may observe, for 
free-thinking Moslems to hold the Emperor 
Aurelian’s opinion that, " among all the Gods, none 
is truly worthy of adoration but the sun.” Impressed 
with the truth of this theory, it is no wonder, 
Mr. Bull, that their minds detect lurking Guehrism 
in everybody’s belief. 

Clifton! How many recollections are conjured 
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up 1^ the sound of the word. Again you see the 
Tempe of old England with its turfy downs, its 
wood-grown chasm, and its classic stream : 

" Tanto rioco d’onor quanto poyero d’onde.” * 

Clifton I you exclaim, in doggrel, for poetical you 
may not become — 

** Powers of heayen! and can it be. 

That this is all I am to Beel** 

Yes, Mr. Bull, we are in Scinde, sir: a barren 
rugged rock rising a few feet above the level of a 
wretched desert plain dose to the sea, and support- 
ing some poor attempts at human habitations, say 
a doaen villa-bungalows, — such are the uncomely 
features of Clifton in the Vall^ of the Indus. 

However the air is fresh and pure here, and the 
denisons of Kurrachee consider I assure you a week 
spent at this "watering-place" no small luxury. 
Most of the regiments have houses or pitch tents 
upon the hill. The bathing, too, is good. Piles have 
been driven into the water so as to form a barrier 
against the nvenoua sharks that infest these seas 
and to prevent the soldiers drowning themsdves 

* Slid af the river Betett— 

** OveiSoiriiis vrith hooer m icHitjr in Mmm.'' 
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by displays of natation. The great inconvenience of 
this Clifton is that as it affords absolutely nothings 
not even firesh water ; yon must send to Kurrachee 
for all you wantj and your servants have a pleasant 
knack on such occasions of invariably taking six to 
do what ought to occupy two hours. 

There has been a large tiffin in that bungalow. 
Now watch proceedings. 

A dozen young gentlemen smoking like chimneys 
at Christmas, talking and laughing at the same time, 
mount their Arabs, and show how Arabs can get 
down a puzzling hill. They all draw iip in a line 
upon the bit of beach which separates the sea from 
the rock. There is a bet upon the /apis there. 

A prick of the spur and a lash with the whip : on 
go the Arabs dashii^ like mad towards the water. 

A long concave wave curls as the line nears the 
margin, and shivering bursts in a shower of foam; 
of the twelve horsemen only one has weathered 
the storm, kept his seat and won the day. The 
dIeven others may be seen in various positions, some 
struggling in the swell, some flat upon the sand, and 
others scudding about the country, vainly endeavour- 
ing to catch or to curb their runaway nags. 

« * * * 

It is time to return home. We had better skirt 
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along the shore and then strike into the &shionable 
drive, a long path marked out by hoofs and urheels 
over the barren undulations between the Staff Lines 
and the sea. There are carriages and horsemen, 
ladies and gentlemen, in abundance; uniforms meet 
you at every step. Brigadier Dunderhed is pleased 
to be particular at present upon the article of 
''harness.” Ton see even the station "devil-dodger,” 
as his reverence is irreverently termed by the sub- 
alterns, bestrides his old grey Rosinante in the 
costume of his order — a black tail coat, and a beaver 
covered over with white calico. Wc look rather 
" small ” amidst this moving multitude of men in 
pink, and uncomfortably remarkable in our "mufti.” 
So as I am not over anxious to receive a lengthy and 
artistic "wig,'’ duly prepared and accurately fitted 
for, and viciously hurled at my pericranium by the 
outraged Brigadier, we will, if you please, retire into 
the obscurity of our private abode. 

:|e 

Now, sir, up with you I on with the shooting 
jacket, the turbanded and wadded hunting-cap, the 
antigropiloses, and the cigar case that contains at 
least five bundles of Manillas. Our tent by this time 
must be pitched at Mugur Peer, and we have nine 
miles, of bad ground to finish before we reach food. 
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The "Alligator Tank," as it is called by the 
natives, oires its origin and fame to one Hajee Mugur, 
a Moslem hermit, who first settled in the barren spot, 
and, to save himself the trouble of having to fetch 
water from a&r, caused a rill to trickle from the 
rock above. It was visited by four brother saints 
who, without rhyme or reason, as Mrs. B. would say, 
began to perpetrate a variety of miracles. One 
farmed a hot mineral spring, whose graveolent 
proceeds settled in the nearest hollow, converting it 
into a foul morass ; another metamorphosed a fiower 
into an animal of the crocodile species; and the 
third converted the bit of stick he was wont to use 
as a tooth'bmsh into a palm>shoot, which, at once 
becoming a date-tree, afforded the friends sweet firuit 
and pleasant shade. When his time was up,' the 
"oldest inhabitant" paid a certain debt of nature to 
a certain inexorable old dun, and departed en route 
fat Fixdaxa,* leaving his hallowed remains to be 
interred by the firatemity dose to the scene of their 
preternatural feats. 

After gall<9ping over a sandy and sterile tract, 
dotted with cactus and asdepias, we dimb up the Pubb 
Hills, that line of limestone rocks which bounds the 
northern extremity of the Kurradiee desert, and abuts 


« Pmdiie. 
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at Cape Monze^ we thread our way through boulders of 
rock, and tread cautiously over sheets of flint, polished 
like glass by the feet of Sdndee travellers, we descend 
a rugged path and desciy in a ravine beneath us the 
oasis, containing a thick grove of palms, and the 
domed mausoleum of the holy Hajee. The morning 
sun upon an empty stomach has all the effects of a 
glass of lukewarm water after a good dinner, so we 
had better sit down at once to the duty of recruiting 
exhausted nature. Besides, I see we shall have to 
shift our tent. The careless wretches our domestics 
have pitched it under a thick and spreading tamarind 
tree. The natives of the country assure us that a 
night in its cool shade is certain to be followed by a 
fever in the morning. Once, and but once, to shame 
them out of their superstition, I tried the experiment 
in my proper person; but, Mr. Bull, like the prejudice- 
assaulting commercial gentleman who built a ship, 
called it Eriday,^^ sailed it on the seaman’s unlucky 
day, and lost it, the^onsequence of my little attempt 
was an ague, which made me quite as credulous upon 

that point as my informers were. 

« « ♦ ak 

We are in luck. There is a melo or Pilgrim’s Fair 
at the Saint’s tomb, and a party of picnic-ers from 
Kurrachee : so we may calculate upon seeing some 

VOL. L » 
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sport. The tout eiuemble of the scene strikes yonr 
eye strangely, the glaring blue vault above vividly 
contrasting with the withered and sickly foliage of 
the palms which are now shedding their dusters of 
bright gambogc>coloured dates ; the quaintly habited 
groups of visiters, the vivid emerald hue of the 
swamp, intersected by lines of mineral water, and 
covered with the uncouth forms of its inhabitants, 
slv^gish monsters, armed with a coat of mail com- 
posed of day whitened and hardened to potteiy by 
the rays of the sun — all Aors de terate, like a black 
woman dressed in red,* or a fair one in black and 
yellow. The little bog before us, though not more 
than a hundred yards down the centre, by half that 
breadth, contains hundreds of alligators of every size 
firom two to twenty feet. But here comes the 'guar- 
dian angd of the place, a tall, swarth, bony, fierce- 
looking old fiikir, who lives upon the offerings made 
to the soul of Hiqee Mugur. He wishes to know if 
we will sacrifice a goat, and try the effect of a meat 
offering to Mor Sahib — ^Mr. Peacock — the title which 
the biggest of the monsters bears. 

In the dark recess formed by a small bridge built 
over the narrow brick canal which supplies the 

* The Penians haTe a promby that a black woman dreaied in led ii 
enough to make a jackaii laug^. 
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swamp, and concealed from qrea profiine by the 
warm, blneisb, snlphureons stream, lurks the grisly 
monarch of the place. An unhappy kid is slaugh* 
tered with the usual religious formula, and its life- 
blood is allowed to flow as a libation into the depths 
below. A gurgling and a bubbling of the waters 
forewarn us that their tenant has acknowledged the 
compliment, and presently a huge snout and a slimy 
crimson case, fringed with portentous flings, protrude 
from the yawning surface. 

Wahl wahll — ^hoorayl hoorayll shouts tiie sur- 
rounding crowd, intensely exdted, when Mr. Peacock, 
after being aroused into flill activity, as his fierce, 
flashing, little ^es and uneaqr movements denote, 
by a succession of vigorous pokes and pushes with a 
bamboo iiole, condescends to snap at and swallow the 
hind quarter of a young goat temptingly held within 
an inch of his nose. 

"Verily your prayers are acceptable, and great 
will be your fortunes in both worlds,** rolemnly 
remarks the old frJdr, at the same time confiscating 
as his perquisite the remnant of the slaughtered 

I regret to observe, that we are not exactly in the 
most respectable society, dear Mr. BuU. Most of 
our fiur fellow pilgrims are kanyaris, or dancing girls 
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from Kurrachee, and even modest women here allow 
themselTes a latitude of demeanour, usual enough at 
sacred places, but still, quite tiie reverse of the 
strictly proper. During the anxious moment which 
decides whether the alligator will or will not bite, 
eagerness gets the better of etiquette, faces are 
unveiled, and heads are bared in most unseemly 
guise. The groups that stand round the body of the 
swunp, throwing stones and dods of earth at its 
inhabitants, are too much frightened, when one of 
the minor monsters sallies forth in grumbling wrath, 
to think of anything but predpitate escape. And in 
the adjoining spring, a bevy of African dames and 
damsels are laving their uncomdy limbs with the 
quantity of attire which would decently conceal a 
hand. 

Should yon like to see a Seedy-nantch.* 

Very well, I will give the necessary orders. 

The preparations are speedily made. A variety of 
frntastic , flags are planted in the ground, and the 
musical instruments— a huge dhol or kettle-drum 
and sundry horns — are deposited in the shade of the 
tall tamarind. As dMiaiwg u a semi-religious rite, 
the performance commences with a bumt-ofiSBiing of 

* Seedy (• corruption of the Aiubie “ntr lord I") io the 

populor ttomo in la^ (br Aftiein blaeki. 
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fifankinoCTme; the mtuicianB then etrike up, tearing 
a redtatiTO, tom-toming^ trumpeting, and drubbing 
the drum, with the whole might of their loud, 
leathery Inng^ and all the weight of their monatrona 
mnacnlar arma. 

Here cornea the earpt de battet. It ia o^mpoaed 
of any number of dancer^ male and female. At 
firat the aezea ming^, each indiridual deaoribing a 
oirde oS pirouettea, without any aneh aitifioe aa time 
or atep, round the central flag, and dunnting mde 
dittiea with hoarae and willing throata. Then the 
flgnrantea aeparate themadvea flrom the male ar- 
tiatea, and aaaemble themadvea together— foacinating 
group !— whilat one of the number advancea coquet- 
tiahly, wriggling her aidea with all the grace of a 
Punjaub bear, and uttering a dirill cry,* which 
reaemblea nothing but the death-ahriek of a wild 
cat. After half an hour expended by a aucceaaion 
of ladiea in theae pa$ hmU, the fludnated hoat of 
mde vis-ii-vu can contain itadf no longer within the 
bonnda of quiet. They plunge forward, prandng, 
atop abort, aqnat anddenly upon the ground, apring 
up and wave their anna, diouting and howling dl 
the time more like maniaca than oonunon mortala ; 
the ^erapiratinn ponra down their naked fimna, thqy 

* Gillftd In Pmbtt **kl]g**— In if I fteoUnelilghtg ^lughftrit.’* 
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pant and puff most painfully ; still they continue the 
performance. At times it is necessary to remove 
one of the gentlemen, who may have fainted firom 
fatigue, over-excitement, and possibly, strong waters. 
His ankles are seized by the nearest pair, who drag 
him testily out of the ring, squeeze a wet rag over 
his prostrate form, and then leave him to "come 
round” when he can. The moment that lie opens 
his eyes, be sure that, game as a hull dog, he will 
return to the chai^, and dance himself into another 
fit with all possible expedition. 

Ye admirers of the olden time, ye classical landers 
of hoar antiquity, will you excuse me if I venture 
upon one query? 

When those heavenly maids. Music and the Ballet, 
first came down from Olympus, condescending to 
take an engagement with young Greece, did they, 
think ye, appear in the primitive, natural, unaffected 
forms which they still display to ecstaticise the Seedy 
sons of youthM Egypt? I humbly opine they did. 
What say you, Mr. John Bull ? 

a « a * 

Now there will be something to laugh at. Out of 
the neighbouring tent sallies a small but select body 
of subalterns, in strange hats and stranger coats. 

j 

They arc surrounded by a pack of rakish-looking 
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bull terriers, yelping and dancing their joy at 
escaping firom the thraldom of the kuttewals.* 
There is a gnn, too, in the parly. 

They seem jnst now at a loss what to do. Th^ 
wander listlessly among the date trees, wink at the 
ladies, "duiff” the old fiddr a little, offer up the 
usual goat, and playfiilly endeavour to ram the 
bamboo pole down Mr. Peacock's throat. The 
showman remonstrates, and they inform him, in a 
corrupt dialect of "the Moors," that he is an " old 
muff.” 

Abarking and ahoarse roaring firom below attract 
their attention ; they hurry down towards the swamp 
and find their dogs occupied in disturbing the repose 
of its possessors. 

"At him, TrimI go it, Pincher 1 five to one in gold 
mdhnrs that Snap doesn't funk the fellow: hist 'st 'st. 
Snap I” 

Sm^f owner is right, but the wretched little 
quadruped happens to come within the sweep of a 
juvenile al]igatoristai],'whieh with one lash sends him 
fiying through the air into the "middle of nert week.” 

Bang I Bang I 

And two entices of shot salute Snap's murderer’s 
eyes and ears. Tickled by the salutation, the little 


* Thedof-boy. 
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monster, with a curious attempt at agility, plunges 
into his native bog, grunting as if he had a 
grievance. 

Again the old fakir, issuing from his sanctum, — 
that white dome on the rock which towers high 
above the straggling grove, — finds &ult with the 
nature of the proceedings. This time, however, 
he receives a rupee and a bottle of Cognac — the 
respectable senior would throttle his fother, or 
sell his mother, for a little more. So he retires in 
high glee, warning his generous firiends that the 
beasts are very ferocious and addicted to biting. 

When "larking” does commence, somehow or 
other it is very difficult to cut its career short. No 
sooner does the keeper of the lines disappear, than 
the truth of his caution is canvassed and generaUy 
doubted. The chief of the sceptics, a beardless b<^ 
about seventeen, short, thin, and cock-nosed — ^in fiict 
the very model of a guardsman — ^proposes to demon- 
strate by experiment "what confounded nonsense 
the chap was talking.” A "draw it mild, old fdlow,” 
fixes his intentions. 

The ensign turns round to take a run at the bog, 
looks to see that his shoes are tightly tied, and 
charges the place right gallantly, now planting his 
.foot upon one of the little tufts of rank grass which 
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protrude firom the muddy water, now lighting on an 
alligator’s back, now sticking for a moment in the 
black mire, now hopping dexterously off a sesquipe- 
dalian snout. He reaches the other side with a whole 
skin, although his pantaloons hare suffered a little 
from a vicious bite: narrow escapes, as one may 
imagine, he has had, but pale ale and plentiful pludc 
are powerful preserrers. 

A crowd assembles about the spot ; the exultation 
of success seems to tom the young gentleman’s 
head. He proposes an alligator ride, is again laughed 
to scorn, and again runs off, with mind made up, to 
the tent. A moment afterwards he reappears, carry- 
ing a huge steel fork and a shark hook, strong and 
sharp, wiHi the body of a fowl quivering on one 
end, and a stout 0(nd attached to the other. He 
lashes his line carefully round one of the palm 
trees and commences plying the water fbr a 
mngnv.* 

A brute nearly twenty feet long, a real Saurian 
every inch of him, takes the bait and finds himself 
in a predicament; he mnst either disgorge a savoury 
morsel, or remain a prisoner ; and for a moment or 
two he makes the ignoble dioice. He pulls, however, 
like a thorough-bred buQ-dog, dukes his head, as if 


* All alligttor. 
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he wished to shed it, and lashes his tail with the 
enei^' of a shark who is bdng beaten to death with 
capstan bars. 

In a moment young Waterton is seated, like an 
elephant driver, upon the thick neck of the reptile, 
who, not being accustomed to carry such weight, at 
once sacrifices his fowl, and running off with h» 
rider, makes for the morass. On the way, at times, 
he slackens his zigzag, wriggling course and attempts 
a bite, but the prongs of the steel fork, well rammed 
into the soft skin of his neck, muzzle him effectually 
enough. ' And just as the steed is plunging into his 
own element, the jockey springs actively up, leaps on 
one side, avoids a terrific lash from the serrated tail, 
and again escapes better tiian he deserves. 

Poor devils of alligators — ^how thqr must ponder 
upon and confabulate about the good old times that 
irate 1 Once, jolly as monks or rectors, with nothing 
in the world to do but to eat, drink, sleep, waddle, 
and be respected ; now pelted at, fished for, bullied, 
and besieged by the Passamonts, Alaba8ters> and 
Morgantes of Kurrachee. Poor devils I 

Se St * Si 

As we return home we pass by one of the subter- 
raneous. aqueducts called Eareez used for irrigation 
throughout Central Asia. It is formed by sinking a 
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number of shafts at intervals of about twenty yards ; 
between each, a narrow tunnel is excavated ten or 
twelve feet below the surface. Thus the inequalities 
of level are overcome, and water is brought down 
from the hills without evaporation, or, what is still 
more important, without its being liable to be drawn 
off by strangers before it reaches the owner’s land. 
The shafts are useful for repairs as well as excava-^ 
tion : the long line of eorthmounds, indicating the 
several apertures, is a strange* feature in a Scindian 
landscape. This Kareez was dug by a native of 
Kelat, who, in order to attract public attention, 
offered to bring down a copious stream of water 
from the Pubb hills. It is wonderful how accurately 
the mountain people can judge by the eye the rise 
and fall of ground, and how skilfully they manage 
to excavate with most inefficient implements. This 
attempt, however, ended in failure, probably because 
the director of the works did not find it worth his 
while to continue them. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE HARCH AND THE VERY FRETTY PERSIAN QIRL 

Wb must remain at Kurrachee for a week or two. 
Land travelling in these regions requires something 
more than the simple preparations of a portmanteau, 
a earpet>bag and a hat-hox, and before the subsidence 
of the river* you might as well journey for pleasure 
through Central Africa as through the Vall^ of 
the Indus. 

A St * a 

I thought you would not long escape one of the 
scourges of this wretched country — a dust storm. 

When we arose in the morning the sky was 
lowering, the air dark; the wind blew in puffs, and — 
unusual enough at this time of the year — ^it felt raw 
and searching. If you took the trouble to look 
towards the hills about 8 a.m. you might have 
seen a towering column of sand from the rocky hills 
mixed with powdered silt from the arid plains, flying 
away fast as it could from angry puffing Boreas. 

* In September end October. 
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The gale increases — ^blast pursuing blast, roaring 
and sweeping round the walls and over the roo& of 
the houses with the frantic violence of a typhoon. 
There is a horror in the sound, and then the prospect 
from the windows! It reminds one of Firdausi’s 
vast idea that one layer has been trampled off 
earth and added to the coats of the firmament.* 
You dose every aperture and inlet, in the hope of 
escaping the most distressing part of the phenomenon. 
Save yourself the trouble j all such measures are 
useless. The finer particles with which the atmo- 
sphere is laden would pass without difficulty through 
the eye of a needle; judge what comfortable thorough- 
fives they must, find the chinks of these warped doors 
and the crannies of the putl^less munnions. 

It seems as though the dust recognised in our 
persons kindred matter. Our heads are powdered 
over in five minutes ; our eyes, unless we sit with 
closed lids, feel as if a dash of cayenne had been 
administered to them; we sneeze like schoolbc^s 
after a first pinch of "blackguard;” our ^idermises 
are grittier than a loaf of provincial French bread, 
and washing would only be a modiery of resisting 
the irremediable evil. 

* Moalemt luppoie that there are Mven earthi and feven heavoDi^ 
diiposed like the coats of an onion. 
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Now, Mr. Bull, if jou wish to let yonr firiends 
and old cronies at home see something of the 
produce of the East, call for lighted candles and 
sit down to compose an "overland letter." It 
will take you at least two hours and a half to 
finish the four pages, as the pen becomes closed and 
the paper covered every few minutes ; moreover, your 
spectacles require wiping at least as often as your 
quill does. By the time the missive comes to hand, 
it will contain a neat little cake of Indus mud and 
Sdnde sand moulded in the form of the paper. Tell 
Mrs. Bull that you went without your tiffin— ^undi, 
I mean — that you tried to sleep, but the novel 
sensation of being powdered all over made tiie 
attempt an abortive one, — ^that it is impossible to 
cook during a dust storm, — and that you are in 
for a modification of your favourite "intramural 
sepulture,” if the gale continues much longer. 
However your days are safe enough; the wind will 
probably fall about five or six in the afternoon, — it 
is rare that it does not go down with the sun — 
and even should it continue during the night, it 
will be a &ree compared to what we are enduring 
now. 

* * Sc 

Kurrachee is celebrated for healthfulness ; the 
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heat being at least twenty degrees* less on an 
average throughout the summer hereabouts than in 
Upper Sdnde. Moreover, there is a regnlar sea* 
breeze, and this, together with the heavy dews, tmids 
materially to mitigate the fierce temperatore of a 
climate seldom cooled by rain in twenty-five degrees 
north latitude, on the vei^ of the tropic. Finally 
the dry soil, the deposit of the river, and the dUrit 
of the rocks, breeds none of that fearfnl miasma 
which arises from the jungly swamps near the 
embouchures of the Indus, and renders the Delta a 
formidable rival to the Pontine Marshes. 

But Kurrachee, like Aden, Muscat, Busbire, and 
other similar places, though generally q)eaking 
salubrious enough, has recurring crises of sickness, 
suffering severely firom the visitation of epidemics, 
cholera, dysentery, and fever, and at sudi times 
diows bills of mortality which diame even Sierra 
Leone, celebrated as she justly is for her habit of 
running up a long account of that nature. 

1 am afindd, sir,, that something of the kind is in 
the wind now. You recollect, when we retnmed 
firom afternoon service yesterday, my calling your 
attention to the peculiar lurid tinge which overspread 

* On ihs const the thermometer would not rise higher then 00^ 
Nuenheit ; when at Hydeiabed and Sukkur, it irould be 110^. 
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the fine of xiature : perhaps, too, you have not for* 
gotten the sensations of whidi yon complained 
during our evening walk. The air felt as if we 
were standing npon the crater of Yesuvina on a 
windless day; it was stQl and stagnant as if its powers 
of motion had passed sway ; our lungs were parched 
Iqr ^ unwholesome unnatural heat, and our eye- 
balls were scorched as if they had been e^qKised to 
the burning rays of the mid*day sun. Our spirits 
were more depressed even than we might have 
expected them to be ; we recognised a sinking d the 
heart, a painful anxiety about nothing, and sundry 
other symptoms which boded no good. A native 
remarked to us that all the kites^ and birds of prey, 
generaOy wheding and hovering over the camp, had 
disiqipeared, and he considered their departure 
another 1^ no means propitious omen. Finally, it 
is the seventh year, and though you may not attach 
much importance to such coinddence, 1 do. 

This morning three stout fellows — ^privates in her 
Mi^jesty’s — regiment, died of Asiatic cholera in its 
most malignant doctor>baffling shape. The victims 
were alive and well yesterday evening. By breakfast 
time to*morrow, there will be a doaen in their graves 
and a score ot two in hospital. 
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Enire nou$, the best thiuig ve can do is to be off 
at once, sir. You bare nov every necessary for a 
long march — a bechoba, or poleless tent of Bengal, 
not Bombay* mannfactnre, vith a single fly and 
tvo side-flaps, for your people to sleep under. Also 
an old Arab— a veteran bog-bunter, and a steady 
roadster — an Affgban yaboo, as tb^ call that breed 
of short, stout, shaggy pony, a sandnee or dromedary 
for your own ridings and four baggage camels to 
carry your canvas home, and its furniture, table, 
and chair, canteen and crockery, conch, carpet, and 
chest of drawers. Your other aiiinnii.1« are eight in 
number; "Pepper,'* a spitefbl little terrier, the best 
possible body-guard during a march, a bead servant, 
at once butler, footman, valet, and cook ; a boy, his ' 
oufe-de-coa^, two borsekeepers, a grass cntter, and 
a pair of camel drivers. We must take a wadier- 
woman and certain unclean drudges between ns. 

There are two ways of getting to Gharra, the flrst 
station on the road to Hyderabad, one by water, the 
other by land. If, however, preferring the former, 
with a view to aave trouble, we take a boat at 
Ohizree Bunder, the embarkation place, near' 
"Clifton," we shall probably And ebb tide in the 

• Th* framer an ae jnady funoM as the latter an iawiaaA A Baafal ' 
tent will ganenlly lait ont two Bembej ones. 
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creek, adesolatmg mm and a strong wind dead in onr 
teeth. So we will make up our mind to start 
the servants directly, with orders to mardi upon 
Jemadar-Ea Landa,* the nearest stage, distant about 
thirteen miles from camp. 

* « a a 

Onr route lies eastward of Kurrachee, over the low 
hill^ and the little desert where the dust storms 
love to wander. There is little remarkable in it, 
except that we are morally certain to lose the road — 
if such name can be givmi to the one in a thousand 
footpaths and hoof-tracks into which we happened to 
ftll when we left the cantonment— so regularly every 
half-hour, that onr joun^y will mote than double 
its proper length. 

That pole on the summit of the little hill we are 
now passing marks the spot where a celebrated 
Soinde^ "Wildfire Dick,*^ by Fakirah, paid 
the last penalty of the law for murdering an English 
oflker in cold blood. An old hynna prowls about 
the spoty and the credulous natives believe him to be 
the eacodemon, whose foul influence impelled the 
freebooter to do so enbieity a deed. 

Observe^ everyone we meetis in peaceftd gniw. 

* Thfr ** Jamidu^t SMlon;** m olM fron a nitifA oflcbl; who 

nuy join igo built u mud towor noir the vlllifo. 
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One of the first orders issued by the conqueror of 
Scinde was, that no man should carry weapons 
about his person. It was one of the old warrior’s 
shrewd, wise, despotic, measures. Large bodies of 
armed men were thereby prevented firom meeting to 
concert conspiracies, and quiet people saw with 
astonishment and admiration that the personal 
safety of the subject was become a public, not a 
private care. Many a Kurrachee-ite remembers the 
day when no man dared walk from the town to the 
Bam-Bagh, a distance of half a mile, without sword 
and shield, matchlock and dagger. 

To show you what the value of human life was in 
those days : — Some fifteen years ago, a dan of 
Bdoochies had wandered down from their native 
mountains, and had pitched their tents on the plain 
that lies to the north of the cantonment. It is 
related that on one occasion an old lady — a widow-r- 
sent forth her only son to collect a little " rhino ” 
firom any travellers he might chance to meet. She 
bu<Med on his sword like a Spartan mother, praying 
lustily the while, and followed with anxious ^es bis 
lessening form, making it the olgect of many a 
heart-breathed benison. 

It was the boy’s maiden fbray, and he started 
upon it with the determination not to disgiace the 
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lengthy line of edebmted thieves, his ancestors. 
The first person he met was a Scindian, trudging 
along on foot, armed as usnal, agt-it-jnS, and eany- 
ing on his back an earthen pot-lid, the extent of 
his morning’s purchases at the neighbonxing market 
town. 

To ory “ stand and deliver I " was the work of a 
moment. As rapidly, too, the order was obeyed — 
a native of these . plains seldom dared to bandy 
words or blowa with an armed highlander. 

The yonng Belooch secnred the pot-lid. 

But presently the dark idea of the maternal dis- 
appointment and disgust at the paltry nature of his 
vir^ booty, and the danger of being disgracefhlly 
designated a ** prigger of pot-lids,” settled heavily 
upon the bty’ssenritive mind. What was he to do f 
Suddenly a bright thought dispersed the gloomy 
forebodings. He cut the Sdndian down, struck off 
his head, placed it upon the platter and carried it in 
triumph as a peshkadi, or honorary offering, to his 
mamma. 

” And hast thon really slain this Scindee dog finr 
the sake of this pot'lid, two of which go fbr a 
ftrthing, my son 7” anriondy inquired the venerable 
mal»m, with a beating heart. 

*• Wallah — by the Lord — did, mother I ” 
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"Then happy am I, among the daughters of the 
Belooch, and blessed be thou, my boy I and thy 
sons I and thy son's sons I for ever and ever I" 
quoth tbe uddowj bursting into a crying fit of joy. 
a a a a 

We, however, use the privilege of the ruling race, 
as our holsters show, not so mudi for flie purpose of 
safety as with the object of impressing the natives 
with a sense of our national superiority. The only 
dangerous animal we are at aU likely to meet with 
here is some native trooper’s runaway jade. Re- 
member, if you do see one charging us, with tail 
erect and head depressed, whinnying like the Fire 
King’s steed, draw your revolver, and put him at 
once hara de combat. 

Our first day’s march is interesting in one point 
of view: during the whole morning’s ride, we see 
not one inch of cultivated, tiiough every second mile 
of it is culturable, ground. The road crosses a 
niunber of fiumara^ aR sand at this season, and 
stretches over a succession of heavy shingleai, ban 
rocks, and burning deserts, which would not be out 
of place in Bedouin land. 

Then is the Jemadar’s station. It is a fidr 
specimen of the village in southern Scinde: the 
component matter consists of a well, a few diops or 
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booths of matting, where vendors of grain, sweet- 
meats, vegetables, and clarified butter expose their 
scanty stores, and a ra^ed line of huts, half mud, 
half " rain-dropping wattles, where, in foul weather, 
the tenant (like poor Paddy) can scarcely find a diy 
part to repose his sky-baptised head,” and where, in 
summer season, the occupant, one would suppose, is 
in constant imminent peril of sun-stroke and brain- 
fever. Our tent is pitched upon a dwarf plain near 
the road, our effects are scattered upon its withered 
grass plat, and our people are loitering about the 
bushes beyond, or squatting under the single tree, 
in expectation of our arrivaL 

You dismount, somewhat stiffly. It is your first 
ride after some months, and a long canter is apt to 
produce temporally inconvenience. You will, doubt- 
less, be better in the aftenuwn. 

And now for breakfast — d la Scindietme: Bass 
usurping the throne of Hyson, unleavened cakes of 
wheaten flour, salt, and water, doing duty as 
buttered toast, and a hot curry the succedaneum for 
cold meat. 

If there he anything of the wanderer in your 
disposition, Mr. Bull, and I know there is you will 
soon like this style of life. The initiation is, <ff 
course, an effort. After gliding over a railroad at 
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the rate of thirty>five miles per hoar, yon are 
disposed to gmmble at onr creq^ng pace on the line 
of march. At the halt, jon wiim yonr " comforts/' 
yonr hotel, yonr newspaper, and yonr thousand 
unnecessary necessaries of drilised eristenoe. One 
of yonr camels has fallen down and broken half yonr 
crockety — youneednottnmnp yonr qres in despair; 
it is quite as ea^ to drink ale out of a tea^mp as a 
tnmbler. Tonr conch is a perfect wreck-— never 
mind, we will make up another, in the shape of a 
wooden fiame, listed along and across, with a hook 
at eadi comer, and secure it between two bollock 
trunks. Onr servants, I hear, have been fighting, as 
Turks are said to do. This is a real annoyance : we 
must crush it in embryo^ if we want to live in 
peace. 

We summon the ofliendero. Alter the delay natural 
to the man, who expects no good to come o£ haste, 
appear Messienrs Hama and Govind, plaintiff and 
defendant. 

"O sons of doggesses! What duuneftal work 
isthisf" 

"Sahib, is it by yonr order and direction that thy 
man smiteo me s^on the lips with his dipper?" asks 
Hama, blubbering. 

"Sahib, is it yonr order and direction that 



n 


SCBNIS IK QOIKDK. 


this »«*n calls my mother naughty names, and tdls 
me that I eat orapses? ” inqmrea'Gorind, fiercely. 

We dismiss both parties, irith a little counter 
imtatkm apfdied my tongne and boot to some- 
thing more tangible than tlie part chafed angiy 
words. Those fellows, both haring reason, as they 
to abuse us, will be on the best possible 
terms before sunset, and they are not likely to 
qnatMl again soon, mndk less to annoy ns with their 
disputes. 

The sea-breeie blows freshly here, and, after 
breakfast, you will enjoy a nap exceedingly. 

* e e * 

Now, Mr. Bull, I will tdl you how I employed 
my mind, whilst you were dosing away the finrenoon. 

Do yon see that array of striped tents,- those 
scattered boxes, neglected bags, and heaps of camel 
littery in whose glaring diade repose some dosens 
of long-bearded individnab^ with huge conical caps 
of lamb’s wool, fierce eyes, thidE beards, loud roice^ 
and a terrible habit of profene swearing ? 

Thty are Perrians, escorting ime of the prettiest 
giris ever aeen to her fether's house, near Knrradiee. 

The first thing which attracted my attention after 
you went to deep, was the appearance of a little 
daxe.boy, who^ when his fellow domestics addressed 
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themsehM to the moniiiig nesti^ walking 

about the. entrance of our tent, looking in at timea, 
end taking every precaution to evade all eyes hut 
mine. I awaited an (^portnnity, and called him 
eqp. He removed Ida dipperai, salaamed, bending 
fiarwaxd with his hand on his xi|^ thigh,* and then 
stood iqp to be catedused. 

"Who art thou, son 

% 

"My na^ is Lalln— 4drth-plaoq Bnshiie." 

"And what is thy employmentf " 

"I serve the Beebeq in the house of the great 
SBrdor,-H-A***a Khan.*' 

"Hideedl thou art a wondeiful youth. Dost 
thou like oonftctionety? Then take this nqpee, 
go to the hasaar, and stuff thysdf If thou widiest 
to come here presently and chat awhilq tiiere is no 
Ibar.” 

The little wietdi — ^he aoaroefy nnmbem twelve 
smnmera— looked knowing as a Ix^ in your city of 
iniknt phenomena; again bowed, shuffled cm his 
dippers and departed, with a grin and a pnmuae to 
return. 

taking my pen and ink, I proceeded to 
indite the fiiUowing MSd dmm upon a dieet of 

* A wj mpeeUbl tlylffl of ' aliifttlloiig odM in Fenb Iho «1nifiilA.** 

t Anoblo. 
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bright yellow note paper, the ''correct thing" in 
this early stage of an qfft^ {de csrar), we wiU 
call it:— 

"The roae-hnd of my heart hath opened and 
bloomed nnder the rays of those snnny eyw, and the 
line linen * of my sonl recdveth with ecstasy the 
lustres which pour from that moon-like brow. But, 
woe is me I the garden lacketh its songster, and the 
simooms of desire have di^ersed the frail mists 
hope. Sudi this servant (t. e. myshlf) knows to he 
his destiny ; as the poet sings— 

** * Why, oh I why, was audi heavenly beanty given 
To a atone firom the flint xod[*8 amfluse liven V 

" Even so the hapless inditer this lament 
remarketh that — 

•* • The diamond’a throne ii the pare red gold; 

Shall the almaa f reet on the vile black mould? ' 

"And he kisseth the diaft which tiie how of Fate 
hath diadiarged at the bosom of his bliss. Anahe 
looketh forward to the grave which is immediate 
to receive him and his miseries. For hapfy thy 
foot may pass over Ids senseless day ; the aweet 

*- TUi Ofiental inwge may net be fioniliar to the &g1iih reader. In 
Peiiian poetiy,tlieetiiffeilled karbaa ii luppoied— whylknownet— to be 
enamonnd of the moon. 

t The adamant or diamond. The veiaea are Niiamf a. 
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inflaence of thy pretence may ahed light over that 
dark abode." 

Then after aealing this prodnction with wax the 
tame odoar as the paper, Itraced the following linea 
with an unsteady hand, in very crooked and 
heart>l«oken diaractera, npon the place where 
"Miaa A— — fee., fee., wodd have been. 

" The mnikfl on thie ebeefe are not the atahiB of amoke (i e. ink), 
But the block papila of my eyee disBolved by acalding team; 

Aak of my heart what ita ftite ia— 4t will tell thee 

That when tean are exhauated, ita Uood will begin to flow.” 

When the alave-bqy reappeared we renewed onr 
dialogne^ and, after much affected hentation, he 
proceeded to diadose farther particnlara. Etiquette 
forbad bit mentioning the lady's name; on other 
snbjects, however, the young Mercury was suffi- 
ciently communicativei, and at last he departed with 
a promise to put the missive into the Beebee’s hand 
when he could, and to report progress in the course 
of the afternoon. 

* a « a 

Now, Mr. Boll, be asleep if yon please I Lalln 
is ti— iHng about the tent again, and the presence 
of a "parly" en fiers operates nnffivourably on these 
oocaaions. Tom yonr face towards the tent wall. 
Sir! 
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«Wdl, 8 onT" 

" I liaye;laid the high letter before the Beehee." 

"And what eommiuide did the BeebeeMenef ” 

**Hi«dil nothing"— 

"Indeed 1" 

— ^"Except that the Beebee wished to know if yon 
are learned in physie^ and hare any Enrcqpean 
remedies with you." 

"Take mjpngrera and compliments to the Beebee, 
and put in this petition, saying, That in half-an-honr 
I will lay before her ladyship what we men of medi> 
cine in Eeringistan consider tiie Elixir of Life 

"I scarcely know what to do. Perhaps, Sir, you 
do not diagnostidse the feir one's malady? A flask 
df eiirs 9 oa or noyau woold cure it at once, but we 
have none with us. Brandy die will didik^ dieny 
die will And cod, and ale nauseous." 

"I hare it I" 

We did not neglect when at Kurrachee to I 17 m 
a little store of coarse gin, intmided as a floaae teaeAe 
fiir the Scindes. See what ingenuity can effect I 
I mix up a bottle of it with a pound of powdered 
white sugar, dmmer over a slow fire^ strain, flavour 
with an idea of Eau de Cdogne^ and tom out as 
dainly a dram, sweet and stron|[^ as any liquor^loving 
Oriautal queen could desire. 
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The bogr ie ddivering tiie Elixir of Idft^ and a 
certain aooompanying meaaage firom tiie Jdinna * of 
the aga^ via., your hnmUe aervant, to hia miatreaa. 
If yon peqp through that crevice in the tent wall 
yonmay catdi aight of her. 

la ahe not a eharming girl, with featorea carved 
in marble like a Greek’a, the noUe, tiionghtfiil, 
Italian brow, eyea deep and Inatrous aa an 
Andalnaian*a, and the airy, graceful, kind of figure 
witb which Mohammed, according to our poeta, 
peopled hia man*a paradiae? 

How lagging^ Time creepa on I Tfhen will it be 
evening? Othaticooldadininiaterakicktothoae 
little iflipa the Minntea that would aend them 
bnmpng againat one another, bow and atom, aa the 
aai^oara in a rowing match on old laia I I ahall 
be admitted into the preaenoe aa a medico of dia> 
tingnuhed fiune,and you may accompany me to play 
propnety and to enlarge your idea^ air. 

« « « e 

Confbuon 1 what are th^ doing^ 

The littera are beiiig hoiated upon the camePa 
KawltnJ that grim aenior,t]ie Beebee’a male duenna, 
haa entered her tent I 

O "my preacient aonll" The fidr oiie cornea 


* Gtleo. 
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forth muffled and wrapped up ; the beaat, her dro* 
medaiy, kneds; she mounts, torning her latticed* 
fooe towards us ; I hear a tiny gii^le j die whispers 
a word in the ear of the slave girl tiiat sits beside 
her ; the suditmr also laughs ; they draw the litter 
curtains; the camds start — 

* Mod«tt women, in Penie, when ihej leave the honae, alwmye wear the 
bwka. See Chapter sit. 
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CHAPTER V 

THE LEGEND OF BHAMBOllA— SCINDIA DESEBTA— THE 
FABEWELL ORDER OF A COHMANDER-IN-CHIEF AND 

the camel rider. 

W> are now progressing towards Wuttigee, the 
siecond stage firom Kurrachee, on the road of the Five 
Torrents^— about which anon. 

Wuttigee affords the unusual convenience of a 
caravanserai; a deserted mosque having been dese- 
crated into utility. It will be better when re-roofed, 
but in the long mean time we can mahe ourselves 
comfortable enough, half exposed to the winds of 
heaven. 

Native travellers you see, sir, have Sferibbled over 
the well-plastered walls, pred^y as if they had been 
Englishmen; and our compatriots have not forgotten 
to write and scrape many a "GREEN" and a 
"BROWN" sprawlingly over the mote modest 
ngnatnres and the less striking inscriptions of their 
black follow-suligeGts. 
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A ftw of ilie oriental eompontiana an ■wmmig 
enoogli. 

Hub one for imtanoe : 

WImb CihiMni hdOBda «B poAanddiiBkiriiw ia tlM 
]loi«ur 

Some pebiotao^ probaUy "nnemplojed,*** indi* 
ridul liu reooided a bnniing widi in the following 
tenna: — 

O 81 mm IblMiBaMdit ton tin Mina oflliy alMd tMiuds 
Aiidirtlh oMfliidi of thj bniid ooBm^ 

And a little below, foaaticB, in thdr eups I ahonld 
an^poae, bare been hard at wink. One gentlenuai 
wfitea: — 

** A lao of ofil ouiM light on tho hMid of Umar t 
Tha aon of Khattab I * 

Near whidi an orUiodox Modem haa thna noted 
hMTiolentdeteatationofaiidiaachiamaticalphereticalp 
and damnable aentiment : — 

* 0» baaabofn oncy magat thoa dia a halaftil daath, 

And nu^ dqg* maba a diwi of thj tomb I ” 

Thiaj yon may obsenrog Mr. BuUp ia the miental 

* faitlili coaatrjr, nttm a idiiy from fmhUBtaa 

t Thaonlp AmatrlaBdiidaifhoibowad eonnfoorcoodactlaaltick- 

iBgariwiitingasn 

t Tha Meond CUlph or laoeeMor to MbhaauMd: ho b aliraga oonod 
Ig tho Bhidi ioct. 
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way of doiiig fhe NO FOPEBT and tlie BAD END 
TO THE POPE, whidi, at peiioda of ezatement 
you are fond of aeeing dialked iqpon yonr mUa and 
pavementa at home and in the aiater 

* * * * 

Fkom Wutt^ee to Ghana tiiia mmming^-a plain 
andi aa Sdnde only can display. I feel almoat 
diqpoaed to point ont the marka of the old eoaat, and 
to lecture yon upon the " gedogy and extinet fiahea ** 
of the country. However, that hill, a few hundred 
yarda off the road, riaing abruptly on one aide feom 
the Bandy flat that skirta the neighbonring creek,’ 
and on the other linking gradually into the broken, 
bndiy, rodty ground behind i^ will anp^y ua with 
half an honr’a "atoiy'telling^" certainly much more 
rational, and probably a little more amnaing. 

BhamboraF-aome identify it with the aniaent em> 
porinm Barbarikar— ia anppoaed 1^ the natiTea to be 
the moat ancient aea>port in Soinde. Nothing of ita 
fbrmer atate now remaina but the fon n dationa of 
houae^ baation^ and walh^ and the ghoatly romancea 
whidi haunt the deaeited hi]l*top. 

Tradition aaaertai, that the dfy and its dtiiena 
were all awallowed up in one night became of the 
ptodigiom wickedneaa of the ruler Dilu B a hi, who 
had aet hia mind upon oompdling the feir dame of a 
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Modem convert to break a certain commandment. 
It is atill a icdebrated locality in this part of the 
world on account of the following bit of rode 
poetry whidi the bards and minstrela bare associated 
with it : — 

In the days when Islam began to take firm root 
in Scinde, and like the glorious Tuba* of Paradise, 
to afford goodly fruit and sweet perfume and gratefiil 
shade to the erring souls that wandered over the 
Saharas of transgression, worshipping wood, stone 
and metals, the wife of a Brahmin, at Tattah, on 
the Indus, bare him a daughter. It was a lovely 
(hild in fisoe and form, but the astrologers, having 
constdted their books, declared hbr fiite was to become 
a Mu8limah,t to marry a foreigner, and to di^race 
her fionily. Determined to avert this prodigious evil 
from themselves, the parents procured a coffer, placed 
the babe in it with a rich bracdet, and committed 
her to the safeguard of the sacred stream. Mother, 
as the poet sings, never nursed Sassooee; the wild 
waves cradled her on their rough bosom,, and the 
wilder winds howled her Inllal^. 

By the decfee of destiny, — and who can escape it? 
—the aik floated down to Bhambora, in those days a 
flourishing city with glittering spires and prond 

* Tlid Tubft if • wondoifiil tree in Mohuunod*i hetTon. 
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palace^ whoae walls towered nugeatic as monwdis 
over the Bonoiindiiig ooimtry, and whose gardens lay 
beautifhl aa tiie plains which houris tread. 

A wadtemum, who waa exerdsing his craft on the 
bank ofthe Indus, drew out the ooffisTf and, astonished 
at the sight of its beantiful contents, called to the 
by«stander^ his " disciples,*' " Se^ O ye men, the 
tridu of the world ; to the childless, a child is home 
by the river I *’ 

After the lapse of years, the fiur Sassooee became 
the boast and the beanly of Bhambora. No scimitar 
ever dealt more deadly wounds than did the curve of 
her ^ebrow; no shaft pierced deq^ into man's 
heart than the lashes that defended her lovefy orbs ; 
her brow shone daaalingly as the light of day, and- 
her hair gloomed de^y as the midnight murks. 
Speaking in ’Rngliali^ die was a very pretty girl, and 
made a considerable sensation in (female) sodely. 

As the feir one was sitting with her companions^ 
spinning at the window of her atai^* a travelling 
trader happened to pass by. The young ladies, 
admiring his handsome appearancei, cdled him in, — 
he was a Hindoo, so th^ were not unde r appreh«i> 
aion of his regards, — and began a conversatum con- 
sisting of coquetry and cmdoaity^m equal parts. After 

• The Atm in 8dnde is the Ojupeeanif or Isdies’ spsitmcnt. 
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maqr qoestumt tad aniwers, fhij Ibnnd oat that he 
waa aerrant of Axi, the Beilodi chief, arhoae oily wax 
Keol^ in the pirovinee of Mekxan. Moraorer, the 
eonacientiooa BahihOj when higUy complimented 
iqponihe anfagect of hia eomelineaa, dedared Ttimadf 
an ifiit,* (a fri^^t aa we aiy), in eompaiiaon with hia 
yoang maater — Pnnbn Khan. 

Enthwith the fixe of love axoae firom the ftiel of 
Saaaooee^a heart; for, aa aaith the wiae man, 

fha flir loraUi bdtaM Om •T*.” 

And anixendering heraelf to the tyrant with emiaUe 
eioadon, ahe indited, or canaed to be indited, a note 
of invitation to her nnaeen fiame, and aent him a 
handaome jacket, — a delicate hint, I preanme, to come 
dtaaaed like a gentleman. 

Pnnhn, by the anhtlety of Bahiho^ hia lkdier*a 
hagaman, eaeapii^ the paternal aarTwillanoe, which 
ia deactibed to he even atiicter than that of Ihe 
French police^ viaited the fiur Saaaooee^ bred her, 
and lived in her adopted parenta* honae under 
the humble diaguiie of a waahennan, tiU he earned 
hia priH^ and nuttied hia miatreaa. A world of 

• Th* AnUe md b iftft, apt baAie, anniiMiig to Mr UaM. 11n 
Mom of Anglo-EoiteiB potliy boo diongod it to afti^ and auda it* 
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liifpiiien now ky befim the piir, who pvqMnd tiieni* 
■etree far a dianning ermae^ ea UU-it4^f down the 
itreun of dayi. Bnt iqpon the Inidn% u deewhere^ 
(alas!) there ia a mag called CSrcnmatanee upon 
which thefirail barqne of Lore ia aoidj apt td*ctiike. 

It ia rdatedj that when Aii, the proud old Bdod^ 
heard of his Ber^jamin’a abominable oondnc^ he tore 
off his tnrban, and dashed it to tiie ground^ scattered 
ashes upon his Testment^ rent his ddrto, spoiled his 
shirt-firont, and pontively reAiaed to wash. More* 
orer, not content with thus benefiting his tailor, he 
sent at least two dosen of his stalwart sons to fietdi 
the fugitive home ; . and — ^though this is a mere con- 
jecture on my part — I doubt not that he occupied 
himsdf sedulously during their absence in preparing 
a stout rod for the benefit of the young gentleman^s 
corduroys. The hard-hearted firatemity,fhrions at the 
idea of a Bdoch^s d^yading himadf to tdm in firal 
linen, hastened to Bhambora, and, in no wise appeased 
by thmr aster-in-law*s beauty, kindness, hospitality, 
and skill in cookery, succeeded, paitfy by fixroe and 
pertly by stratagem, in carrying off Pnnhu very 
drunk i^on the badr of a high trotting dromedary. 

‘Who can describe Sassooeds grief, when awaking 
at dawn she opeau her lovdy eyes loving 

and finds no belovad- husband by her aide? She 



86 


SOKinB DSf BOOnDB. 


doM not fidnt— Somdee women itiU have ao much to 
leam I— hot ahe ahiieka and wiinga her handa, and 
weepa zainj toan diiek aa the dropa that patter 
i^on the hflla over which her lover ia being homa. 
■The fleah Ibo^rints npon the aand reveal the 
"honiid troth," and the lady &ela that for her there 
ia kft hot one eonrae-^nranit. 

Her "poor mother" reminda her of her dntiea — 
ahe heeda not the maternal wwda ; her eompaniona 
pBognoaticatie—aa fitienda are ao fond of doing — a 
million certain diaaaters, condnding with murder 
and andden death. 

* Oo iKDt CofUi to <lw nfldi vton aakM fau^ 
tVlim irolTM and Itaan ait in amhnah fbr tiia najflutar, 
’Whan flactohonata bnaK’’— Aa ko. ko. 

She mevdy forbida them to accompany herr-they 
never oflbred to do ao, he it obaerved— in there 
moving worda: — 

■*Wlawaaet»jf flamaalaaaddaaaaa 

. Laatlu^,.iilMBd;^iigofiU>a^7>«inaiB]rbiialiaiid*'* 

Aii6 atarta on foot» alooe^ without kit or provender, 
for a two hnndred mile march, acroaa a dreadfol 
deaert. .. 

Hlntahaibaiaiaa landitniiiatbe that oaadtenn 
of prodnioing anch awoman j or rather, what atenihle 
atato of aooiety it iatiiat oan read ao impcoboble an 
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incident, and not rqect it, and not call the autlior 
" loon ! ” 

The load of the Five Torrenta (we travdled over it 
yesterday, Mr. Bull,) was, in those days, a waste of 
waters : the fidr one dried them up by the fervency 
of her prayers, and, by similar . efficacious means, 
caused the drainage of the hills to flow down ready- 
scooped-out channels. I gallop hurriedly over the 
wide fleld of description — ^the novelty of the lady's 
feelings, the peculiarities of her ejaculations, the 
variety of her apostrophes, and the praiseworthy 
intensity of her perseverance, in spite of sun, simoon, 
fetigue, and sore feet— and, crammingmy Pegasus at 
the fence of conclusion, hasten to be in at the death. 

Sassooee presently reached the Pubb mountains, 
where, faint with thirst, she applied to a goatherd 
for a draught of milk. Now Fate had so disposed it 
that this wretch, who deserves the namd, being 
described as a perfect Caliban in hideous appearance, 
had been told by the old Syooraz, his mama, that 
a beautiful bride would about that time meet him in 
the wild. Seeing the feir wanderer, he at once 
determined that she was the proper person, and 
forthwith began a display of affection and gallantry, 
to say the least of it, decidedly inconvenient under 
the drcumstances. At length the unfortunate one. 
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driven to despair, again petitioned to Heaven to pte* 
serve her hononr, which it did I7 the rongh and 
ready expedient commonly manifested in Sdnde, of 
cansing her to sink bodily beneath the yawning 
gronnd. Then Caliban, convinced that there was 
acme mistake about the matter, fell, like a monster 
as he was, to howling over his wickedness^ and then 
to piling up a monnd of stones— a coutiiless tribute 
to departed purity and lovdiness. 

As usnally happens, or is made to happen in sudi 
caaes> Pnnhu, who had slipped away from tiie grim 
fraternity, arrived at the identical qpot of his wife^s 
'vivi-sqiulture exactly five minutes after tim menu* 
ment had been erected. Suddenly he hears a voice 
finmi bdow— he stands — ^he listens : — 

" Enter boldly, my Ponba; think not to find a narrow bed.* 

Here gardens bloom, and flowers abed aweeteat aavour; 

Here are flrnite^ and ahadea^ and cooling Btreami^ 

And the Prophet's light pours through our aboda^ 

Banishing from its limits death and decay." 

Can he refiise to comply with the modest reqiuestf 
Ah nol — 

"Hot lubh his fldth, not such his lore." 

* Thcae lines coatain the popolar supeittitiMis upon the snljeet of In- 
dividqala that die in the ralour of sanctity. Their glares are wide and 
light, lather pleasuit places than otherwise and their bedies aie not v^gn- 
lariy dead a^ liable to decaj like those of ordinary moitala No true 
Modem doubts ibr a moment that Us Fropbetfs corpse^ were the tomb 
epsnedp would appear exactly as it did in lift. 
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He prayed and was awallowed up, and became a 
uint accordingly. 

* A * 

Look at that unhappy hole— it is Gharra. 

The dirty heap of mud and mat hovels that forms 
the native village is built upon a moimd, the dSbri» 
of former Gharras, close to a creek which may or 
may not have been the '^western outlet of the Indus 
in Alexander's time." All around it lies a — 

" windy aea of land — 

salt, flat, barren nx^ and sandy plain, where eternal 
sea gales blow up and blow down a succession of 
hillocks — ^warts upon the foul foce of the landscape 
— stretching far, far away, in all the regular irregu- 
larity of desolation. 

You see the cantonment with its foiling brick lines 
outside, and its tattered thatched rooft pe^ng Atom 
the inside of a tall dense hedge of bright green milk 
bush. Upon that place I intend to hang a tale, 
Mr. Bull — a quiet little bit of egotism which might, 
but probably will not, edify or instmct yon. 

Some years ago when my corps was ordered up to 
yonng Egypt, we were sent to relieve a regiment 
about to quit Gharra. Onr predecessors had not 
built barracks or bungalows, because they knew that 
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iheir time of field^oervice in Scinde wu ended. 
But we, who had four or five yean of it in prospect, 
found oursdres in a different position. 

In this part (ff theUnhappyYalley, Sir, the summer 
heat often reaches 115** ; fmr a tent add perhaps 10**. 

Now 126** of Fahrenheit, lasting, mind yon, for 
months together, is exceedin^y likely to hurry and 
hustle one half-roasted to one’s hot grave. However 
strong a man may be, his ^es bum, his ears sing, 
and his brain toms dixs^ under the infliction : sleep- 
less, appetitdea^ spiritleas, and half speechless, he can 
scarcely be said to live: at the end of the season, if 
he reaches looking at his fiu» yon would pro- 
nounce him to be in a "galloping consumption.” 

Build or bom, then, was our dilemma. The only 
chance of saving health — a soldier’s all in all — ^was 
to house ourselves. But there lay the difltoilty. 

Let me tell you. Sir, that it requires no little pm- 
dence and determination for a subaltern to live upon 
his pay:* setting aside the not unimportant con- 
sideration that if in these regions one lives only 
to live within one’s means, one is commonly likely 
to be loved by the gods and to die young. He 
must have no expensive tastes; such as a hanker- 

* Thb VfllM onllr to 8d n d» and the dMiar (Hti of tbe ibno 
PkMldMiciM* 
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ing for neatness of liouse and fomitore, or high 
ideas of hospitality ; he must have no ambition to 
distinguish himself as a sportsman, a linguist, a 
traveller, or a "good fellow;" he must rest con- 
tent in that happy obscurity, which we are told is 
as excellent for man as for the ignoble part of 
creation. U he be a married man I defy him to do 
it, unless at least he can make up his mind to see his 
wife become a confirmed invalid, and his children 
piniug away to spectres for want of a cold climate. 
Even as a bachelor, to keep out of debt he must be 
Jsvoured by dicumstances as well as by nature. Now 
we were not. The regiment had been travdling 
hundreds of miles, and expected a joumty of as 
many more with all the expensive consequences of 
carriage and marching mess-billB.* And yet we 
found it necessary to expend two or three months’ 
prospective pay upon brick and mortar. 

Had we applied to the financial department at 
home, the train of reasoning would have been — 

" That Ixty gets 201. a month : humph 1 12 times 
20 make 240: humph! Ah, it’s always the way 
witk these fellows in India — 

And the inevitable ergo. 

* Ezpenilve thiogi, as the memben of a 
and breakage. 


have to pay for losees 



92 


80BNES IK SCIKDB. 


— **1 wont encourage Ms extravagance.*' 

For, you know, Mr. Bull, many a papa who 
makes a liberal allowance to a son in one of H.M.'s 
regiments, would pooh-pooh at die idea of sending 
a fiurthing per annum to one in the Company's 
service. 

The gist of which is this : — ^It might be desired 
diat high authorities when issuing their edicts to the 
Indian army, would be generous enough to be a 
little, more considerate, a trifle more just. Ton are 
led. Sir, to suppose, though not told to believe, that 
we exult in debt : the effbcts of our extravagance are 
skilfully deph^ed into line before your ^es, whilst 
the many unavoidable causes of our eiqpenditnre are 
as skilfully dose columned and huddled up into one 
comer of the rhetorical Add. 

I own that rigid economy is not the virtue of 
Indians. But can you fldrly expect it to be? In 
diis country many things, horses for instance, are 
necessaries; at home th^ would be luxuries. Then 
there is always some amount of recklessness in the 
profession arms. Men are separated firom flunily 
and firiends, and made to fed that separation too. 
Letters, which during the flrst year of expatriation 
arrived regularly each mail, gradually diminish in 
number, dirink in size, cease altogether. Thoyknow 



THE UHJUBT “FABEWELL ORDEB.”. 93 

thatwlien th^ return home their idations will think 
and find them <fe trap — ^the ayerage heart cannot 
stand up against ten years thorough separation— 
that their friends will have ceased to care for them, 
that their acquaintances will have dean foif;otten 
them. Existence, too, in India is precarious: who 
can tell how soon a fever or a bullet may send him 
to the jackals? Consequently we are, perhaps, a 
little over anxious to " live whilst we may.” 

Such is our apology fiw want of thrift. 

But it is not unnecessary to instruct us, that a 
man who deprives his servants of thdr wages to give 
champagiie tifiSns to his friends, is not acting like 
an officer or a gentleman; we are by no means 
grateful for such simple commentaries upon the code 
of honour, and, to qieak plain tmtl^ we are some- 
what indignant to see that the infiarmation is deemed 
infbrmation by one usually so well infiormed as is 
our infinrmer. 

But what is the use of all this? You, Mr. Bull, 
have old, long-cherished ide^ of our extravagant 
style of life — the memories aH the last century 
floatmg in your head — and you see with delight the 
daring hand outstretched in might to tear up the 
root of the evil Bosh I Were he that chatteth with 
you Iit.-Oen. Sir B. Burton, G.C.B., instead of 
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being a small lieutenant, then might he hare some 
hope of an occasional cheer from you, to enliven his 
sqnabUe with a brother veteran. Then might he, 
it is bdieved, have some little chance of winning 
the day, however doughty in the cacoethes of scribble 
however skilful m the use of oxymoron or antithesis, 
however fond of the od agtiandum, and however sue- 
cessful in writing pointedly, not to the point, well 
but not wisely, that same brother veteran may be. 

But now. Sir, I feel myself over>matched — weight 
is against me — it is "no go.” Excuse the fdly of 
tilting at a windmill strong in the breath of popular 
opinion and — ^let ns order the camds. 

* « * * 

You had better mount your dromedary this mom> 
ing for the first time. You need not be afiraid of 
approadiing him, as he is a particularly quiet beast ; 
only do not get into the habit of walking carelesdy 
within reach of camels’ tusks and hind legs. The 
kick is an awful one, so is the bite : the brutes hold 
like bull dogs, and with the purchase afforded Iqr 
their long pliable necks thqr can twist your arm off 
in a minute. 

Before throwing your leg over the firamework of 
wood, padded and covered with a thickly quilted 
gaudy*cdloured rilk cushion lusting saddle, diake 
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the bells that gantish your animaPs nedclaoe of 
blue beads, a talisman against the mat oceMo, and 
give him a bit of biscuit. If yon startle him at first 
whra mounting him, be is very apt to get into a 
habit of converting, his squatting into a standing 
position, vitb a suddenness by no means pleasant. 
There, you are on now. Hold bis nose-string 
lightly ; give him his head, and after once putting 
him in the right path, let him do what he pleases. 

My first ride was not such a pleasant one as yours 
win be, partly my own &nlt for mounting a ba^;age 
camel. After connderable difficulty in getting on 
the roaring, ydUing beast, it became palpably neces- 
sary to draw my sword and prick his nose each 
time it cr^t round disagreeably near my boot, find- 
ing his efforts to bite me unavailing, he changed 
tactics, and made a point of dashing under every 
low thorn tree, as dose to the trunk as possible, in 
the hope of rubbing his rider off. This exercise he 
would vary by occasionally stfcnding still for half an 
hour, in spite of aU the persuasive arguments in the 
diape of heels, whip, and rapier, with which I plied 
bis stubborn sides. Then he would rush forward, as 
if momentarily making up his mind to be good. 
At last he settled upon the plan of running away j 
arched his long neck till his head was almost in 
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eontBct nitli mine, and in this position indulged in 
a canter,, whudi fielt exactly like the pace of a horse 
taking a five-barred gate every second stride. 

Portonately for me the road was perfectly leveL 

Presently snap went the nose-string. My amiable 
moniure shook his head once or twice, snorted a 
little blood from his nostrils, dackened his speed, 
executed a demi-votte, and turned deliberatdy toward 
the nearest jungle. 

Seeing a swamp before ns, and knowing that a 
certain "spill" was in prospect— these beasts always 
tumble down and often split their stomadu on 
slippery mud — ddiberated for a moment wh^er I 
should try to diop the fellow’s head open, or jump off 
Ids back, risking the consequences, or keep my seat 
till it became no longer tenable. And my mind was 
still in doubt when he released it by diding two or 
three yards through the slimy mire, and by Cdling 
plump upon his sounding side. 

I did not mount that’ animal again. 

Somdiow or other the Arabs’ superstition about 
the camel is not without a sure foundation; thqr 
assure you that no man was ever killed by a fidl 
firom these tall beasts, whereas a little nag has lost 
many a life. Certainly I have seen some furious 
"rolls,’’ and have myself been dismounted about 
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a dosen times, yet not even a trifling acddent 
oocorred. 

Should, however, your dromedary when trotting 
high at the rate of ten or eleven miles the hour, 
happen to plant his foot upon the stump of a tree, 
or to catch in a bandycoofs hole, it might so \)e that 
after a flight of a few yards yon would reach terra 
firma with an impetus calculated to put the Arabs’ 
proverb out of joint. StQl remember there is a 
knack in fidling^ as in most other things. You may 
let a corpse dn^ firom a height of thirty feet without 
breaking the smallest bone, and a drunken man, 
after tumbling from the gallery of a theatre, will 
rise and perhaps walk quietly home. So, also, you 
may roll off your camd witii as little iqjnry as a sack 
of wheat would incur, if you only have the presence 
of mind not to catalepse your members. Let every 
limb be lax and bending : it is by the strong muscles 
in a state of convulsive rigidity that compound 
fractures are caused. 

The “ Ship of the Desert” is the reindeer of the 
Seindians — an animal of many uses. Thqr drink the 
milk : it tastes rather salt and thin at flrst, but the 
palate soon becomes accustomed to it ; th^ make 
butter of it, and employ it in confectionary. The 
flesh of the camel colt is considered a kind of 
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idicpons meat : it is infinitely enpeirior to lumefiesh, 
and xeminda one not a little of coarse veaL 
^onaanda of Sdndians live by breeding camels ; 
in the districts where tamarisk and mimosa abound, 
the country is covered with thdr stra^iing herds, 
and some tribes, the Jats, for instancy live by pi^ 
tising furriery, if I may so call it. There are about 
fifteen races peculiar to the province; the best, 
however, are imported. The small, stout, shaggy 
animals — regular camd-ponies — come firom Mudcat 
and Mdoran : tilie tall large white dromedaries firom 
Jesuhnere ; the dark, short-legged, two>hnmped 
beast, the cart-horse of the species, firom Persia and 
Bokhara. Under the native princes this branch of 
the imp^ trade was much encouraged, and 601. was 
not an unusual price finr a noted Sandni.* 

These animalw cannot easily be taught to pull ;t 
fior canyxog burdens, however, they are invaluable. 
Thqr wiU travel for months together if laden lightly, 
say up to two hundred and Sfty pounds, if allowed 
snflbnent time to forage for tiieir scanty food in the 
woods,} and never halted, as wdl as never hurried on 

* A riding or blood-comel ; n dromoduy. 
f In the Bengd preridejo^ thej heye been trained to draw gnn^ and 
did eieellent aerrioe In the N. W. perta of Indian where the deep and 
■andp roeda pnnidied the artiUeiy horaea and bullodu moat aeverrij. 
t On long Joumeyi^ it ia nanal to giro each camel a pound of barley 
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the line of march. Our minous losses in commis- 
sariat camd-flesh have mainly been occasioned by 
neglecting these precautions. To which may he 
added onr utter ignorance of the animal’s many and 
various diseases. On one occasion I saw a friend 
administer a bottle of Cognac to a favourite Sandni 
by way of caring a stomadi-ache. The dose did so 
most effectually, for the dosed died, drunk as drunk 
could be, half-an-hour afterwards. 

A wdl-trained dromedary’s trot is by no means 
disagreeable; any other pace feds as if you were 
riding two animula at once.’i^ In this province they 
are never made to canter or galley, as in Arabia and 
Bdochistan. 

* a e * 

That half-deserted ruinous-looking village is 


per diem. The groin ii reduced to flour^ kneaded -with water, and mode 
into lumps, which are thrust down the brute’s throat. The Persians call 
it ** NawalehJ* When a rerj severe march is in prospect, they some- 
times odd a little intoxicating hemp, mixed with clarified butter. 

* In’ a wild country, where a pocket-compass or a sextant is the only 
instrument a traveller can safely use, the camel acts admirably as a per- 
ambulator. The result of the many observations 1 made was, that the 
animal when treading on level ground, not rough or stony, takes ono step, 
exactly equal to a yard, per second ; that is to say, 3600 yards, or two 
miles and eighty yards per hour. This calculation agrees precisely with 
Volney’a Bumes estimates 3700 yard^ when marching over soft and 
sandy soils. This is probably correct ; but I doubt that a string of camels 
generally moves so fast as 3833 yards per hour, as in one part of his Travels 
he computes them to do. 

f2 
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GKnqah. It ofiPen an old mud mosqne for the con* 
Tonience of travellers, but as the place has been ftdl. 
of natives, and consequently, -will be in tbe last state 
of filth, I have had the tents jatched under that cool- 
looking fragrant mango-tope.* It also contains a 
celebrated Sayyid, a gentleman of the blood holy, 
very sacred and very unapproadiable. 

You are ruminating upon an object which fed 
your fancy a little, and startled your mind a trifle this 
morning’s ride — a strange symbol of strange civilisa- 
tion— ^ a time-honomred relic of antiquity, which, 
wonderful to say, maintains in your establishment 
(long may it do so !), much of its ancient state 
— ^Madam Britannia’s "hieroglyphic state-machine " 
and favourite three-legged mon^ttre — ^the gibbet. This 
one had room to accommodate several, you may have 
observed; it was made for a number of Belooch 
banditti, who, some years ago, cut a Parsee’s throat in 
consideration of his brandy and pickled onions. I 
own it has a peculiar appearance amidst these scenes 
— a look which suggests a how-the-deuce-did-you- 
come-here ? phase of Inquisitiveness, and a general 
impressiveness which is not easily rubbed out from 
the page of recollection. 

* Topt U the Anglo-Indian name for a tuft of treefl» partknlarljr 
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CHAPTER VI. 

TATTAH AMD 1TB HOLT wn.T^ 

NuotTB Tattah — the dly, as it is called par excel- 
lence, is a place of oumy ‘lions. For the conveni* 
ence of sight-seeing we wfll deposit our Penates on 
the banks of the bit of water which skirts the foot 
of the Mekli hills^ about a mile south-east of the 
town. ‘We now stand serenly miles from Kurrachee, 
near the apex of the Delta, on the western bank of 
the Indus, out of the first Desert. 

The ancient capital of Lower Sdnde is indeed fallen 
from its high estate. The population, once two 
hundred and eighty thousand, has diminished 
to five thousand; its thirty miles circumference has 
shrunk to ten; of its five thousand looms, which 
produced the shawls and silken stuffs * celebrated 
throughout Central Asia, scarcely remains a dozen ; 

* Oenenllj lilk and cotton mixed ; sometimea lilk and gold. Thej 
am Gollod Img, or waiatclotha» and aro anppoaed to bo the Zma of the 
Poriplut. 
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and of its finir hundred odllegesj not one is now in 
existence. The Mosque c£ Aurungseb, with its 
towering walls and huge arches, still stands to diow 
the ancient, munificence of the Mogul viceroys, but 
all around it, fiur and near, is a squalid congeries of 
ruined or half-mined habitati<ms. Some of the 
streets are nearly blocked up by the masses of 
unbaked bride, which axe allowed to moulder where 
thqr tumble, and in many quarters natural squares 
have been formed by the simple process of a heap of 
houses sinking to the ground. Each inundation 
sweeps away part of the suburbs exposed to its 
violehce, and the rising places, sudb as Kurrachee 
and Hyderabad, every year draw off a portion of the 
wretched-looking population. 

* e a * 

We might as weU dine at the Travellers’ Bungalow 
to-day. Not that the old Portuguese "messman,” 
as he calls himself, is likely to rival Yeix^. 
But the building^the Company’s old Pactoty is a 
curious one ; it contains a large court-yard and the 
upper story of rooms that looks into the quadrangle 

* In A.D. 1758, Ghnlun Shalii a prinoa of the Kalom djnaitj^ that 
then ruled the proTinoOy granted the Honourable Eut India Compaifj 
peimuaion to eat%bliah a fiustoij in hla dominionat with a riew to the 
encouragement of trade between India and Sdnde. Thia commerelal 
eonnezion waa rudely broken off bj Sarlkias Khan Kaloiag in 1775 . 
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is surrounded by a wooden gallery which gives the 
building no small resemblance to an antiquated 
English inn. The chambers are la^ and high; 
many of them are in a ruinous condition, with huge 
holes in tiie threatening floors and ceilings. A long 
flight of stqw leads to a flat roof of cement, whence 
we may chance to see some amusing scenes. The 
Scindians, Mr. Bull, sleep upon the roo& of their 
houses, and use them for a rich variety of domestic 
purposes. 

Look ! there is a party of young ladies enjoying 
their flivourite. game with the Kheno ; * their heads 
are bare and their muslin chemises are not of the most 
decorous cut; they run about, shout and push one 
another in their excitement, exactly like a bevy 6f 
English hoydens. 

A little beyond, a busy housewife is spreading 
the night’s resting-place— a couch as unartificial 
as could be desired, being nothing but a four- 
legged firame-work of wood, like your tent bedstead, 
with fine cords instead of tape, covered with the 
usual quilt. 

There you see a little group, sitting at prayers upon 
a mg: the "head of the house," that venerable old 
gentleman with the long white beard, is teaching 


• The ball. 
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bis children to durant the Konm. It is a letj 
deyotional spectade, and the yoioes of tiie jnniora 
are soft and pleasing. Yon need not fear to distract 
their attenti<m ; not, one of the party nnderstands 
more than a parrot would do of what is being thus 
grarely repeated^ so they can stare at ns withont 
disturbing their minds. 

You look curiondjr at that whitish object whidi 
catches your ^e in the deepening shades of ere. 
That is a Sdndee performing his ablutions ta 
purisaimia naturaiibua — a custom in these regions. 

We must leave our eyrie. I see a pair of fiery 
eyea fiercely glaring at our inquiring countenances. 
Th«e is nothing this people hate so much as to be 
OTcrlooked; it is considered an outrageous violation 
of the sanctity of their domestic castles : we might 
as wdl hiunour them this once, as it grows dark, 
and it is time to return to our tents. 

A word in your ear, Mr. Bulk If that little boy 
with the long hair down his 8houlders->-you recollect 
remarking him when we entered the bungalow 7 — 
comes up to you, addng you if you want anything, 
give him, or pretend to give him, a touch of your 
horsewhip. He is touter>general for the Kanyans 
or dancing-girls: as you are a married man, and 
a pater-fannRda, with a character, I cannot dlow 
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you a Nanteh at a place so disr^utitblc as 
Tattali is. 

* a « * 

The cool of the monung will be a good time for 
Tisitiag Kultian Kot, a min about a mile and a 
half south of Tattah. We ride along the ridrt of 
the Mddi hills a couple of miles or so, through 
stubbles every stalk of which is as thick as an dderly 
gentleman's walking cane. The blithe "dock- 
dock” of the black partridge resounds from the 
neighbouring brakes; the tittara* rise in coveys 
from the pathway; every now and then, a timid 
hare, scarcdy bigger than a small tom-cat, flies from 
our approach; or a &t jadEal, returning from 
rtaking a night of it, stands to look at us cunningly 
and offidonsly, as if he were the spy of the animal 
creation. 

Kullian Kot was whilome a place of great fiune. 
Our fellow-countrymen describe it as an immense 
camp, said to be the work of Alexander the Great. 
The pecq^ have a tradition that it is the feat of 
friry hands : its name is Sanscrit, t and its appear- 
ance denotes that it was the erection of an age 

* Gra j pwtridge. 

t Fort ProsperoiM." Sir A. Burnet end Uont. Wood ineonoetlj 
write and truiilate it KuUanEotf the Lezge Fort.** Ito Modem name 
waa Togldakohad, 

tS 
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anterior to the general use of gunpowder — ^the 
round towera, of mud, revdted with kiln-burnt 
brick, which break the line of the outer curtain, are, 
yon aee, within easy bow-shot of one anothor. Tbe 
encante contains a rast terre plane of paralltlo- 
granunical form, in obtaining earth for which the 
large tank bdow the ruins was probably excavated. 
Within the masses of masonry, many of which, 
shaken by time or earthquakes, have follen iiito 
fontastic shapes resembling at a distance hugexed 
rocks, there is Scindian desolation : a hard surfoce 
of dry kahg[il— the mixture of day and chopped 
straw used as plaster in this part of the world— 
thickly sown with bits of vitrified brick and tile, a 
broken wall or two, and a domed tomb converted 
by the pigeons into a dovecot : by these things we 
know that man has been there. 

Hid ing along the crest of the hill, towards our 
tents, we pass over the spot where some unhap]^ 
Begiments * were stationed a fiew years ago. Every 
scrap of building has disappeared : in Lower Scinde 
such materials, especially wood, axe too predoua to 

* The 22d ud 26th Regimenti, Bo. N. L, were etationed eik Titlih 
when we flnt ooeopied the oountij. After e few monthi, thej were quite 
diioigeniied» end neeily deetrejed« bj the fetel mieeme of the pleine. 
One of theie nnfortnnete eoipe had 1576 caaee tnated In hoipltel 
between Angnit and Januarji in the aame jear. 
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oontinae long nnappropriated. Bat we can trace 
the foondations of the houses, and the ditches that 
surrounded them; probably they will last out the 
century. There is so little rain, that it takes many 
a season to obliterate deep marks firom the hard, 
gravelly soiL 

And now for the great lion of Tattah. 

The "cities of the dead,” I may observe, are the 
only populous places in Young Egypt. Many of 
the principal settlements must contain their 
hundreds of thousands. The reason is, that the 
people, being divided into dans, are fond of 
burying their relations together, as thereby the 
departed souls have the benefit of "spiritual con- 
fabulation,” and the survivors have no difficulty to 
find out the grave over which thqr wish to perform 
such xeligioas exercises as dwunting the Koran or 
redting supererogatory prayers. 

But this spot, as the first coup ffaU must con- 
vince you, is one of peculiar sanctity. Jam Tamachi 
— about whom presently — by order of a distingaished 
saint, built a mosque upon the hills, called them 
Mekli,* and directed that firom that time forward 
this should be the holy htaUe of sepulture, in 

* Fraperiv mrltten MaHkaU, " Heeck-lOu in Ui^ d«giM of local 
▼irtoe. 
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supersessioii of Fir Puttali on the Bhagar Cieekj 
formerly the pet Phre la Chaue of defunct Scindiana, 

Presently another distinguished saint, Miyan 
Maluk, discovered by the following peculiar test, that 
the Mekli hills had, in the olden time, been honoured 
by the revered presence of Hasan and Husain, the 
grandsons of Mohammed. An ignorant goatherd 
was in the habit of driving his flock over the rocks, 
and he observed, every day with increasing astonish- 
ment, that the animala studiously avoided planting 
hoof upon a certain place. The next thing in due 
order was a vision which the seer did not quite 
understand, but which when communicated by him 
to two learned and pious gentlemen, caused them to 
perform their orisons with such fervour, that neither 
they nor others co^d question the preternatural 
nature and origin of the "unction." They marked 
out the spot with stones; a governor of Tattah wa]led 
it roimd, another built a grand dome over it, and thus 
it gradually rose to the dizziest height of sanctity. 

Ghreat men hastened to be buried on the Mekli 
hills; saints and santons to the number of three 
thousand*— seventy-four of them immortal names in 

* It It calculated that thia burial-ground eontainti in ita aix aquan 
milea, not Icaa than a million of tomha. In Modem eountriea, ancient 
grarea are not re-opened» to admit fteah eomera. 
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Scmdian stoiy, but very uninteresting ones to yon, 
Mr. Bull — there deporiting thdr Tenerable day, 
increased its value as a cemetery to a prodigious 
extent. Like one Kevin who obtained from Heaven 
that all buried within the compass of the Seven 
Churdies shall he saved on the day of judgment, 
theiT Modem holinesses got permission to cany off 
when th^ rise again, the hit of hill hodBy, contents 
and all, to be deposited, in the courts of Paradise. 
No wonder that it was and is considered a luxury to 
heinhTimed in such a locality ; no wonder that- people 
were and are made to pay for it I 
From a distance the effect of the scene is imposing. 
The summit of the ro(^y ridge that looks towards 
the city of Tattah is crowned by an immense 
Eedgah* — a long wall with a low flight of stq» 
leading to the central niche whne the preacher 
stands, and tall dender minarets of degant form 
sprinj^g from either extremity. Behind it is an 
infinite variety of mausolea and sepulchres, many 
reduced to mins by the earthquake’s diock, many 
crumbling to decay beneath the touch of time, a few 
arid but very few preserved by the pious hands of 
descendants and disdples. Vaulted dome^ ardms, 

* The nune given to e pkee of woidiip^ where public piajen ere 
recited on the two greet finlivBl^ celled the Ad. 
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and towers; porticos, gateways, and vast colonnades, 
rise in apparently endless succession above shapeless 
mounds of ruins, whose forms no ivy invests with its 
green winding sheet, — ^heaps of stone naked, deso- 
late, and unaltered, as on the day when they sank to 
earth ; here and there a tuft of parched up grass and 
a thorny tree bowed by the winds and bare of leaves, 
serving to communicate additional desolation to the 
desolate spectacle. Many of the edifices — ^the tombs 
of chieftains and sayyids — ^must have been the 
labour of years and years. In some the cupola is 
surrounded by a ring of smaller domes with a single 
or a double colonil'ade, enclosing a gallery and plat- 
form, broken by pointed arches in each of the four 
fronts; others are girt by lofty stone walls, forming 
square court-yards, with entrance gates leading to 
the difierent doorways. Some consist of heavy 
marble canopies supported by fimtastic columns, and 
sheltering a line of parallel tombstones; and many 
are built of coloured and glazed Dutch tile and 
brick,* with more the appearance of pleasure-houses 


• Whicli, by-the-by, might xiTal those of old Rome. No chiselled 
stone could have a sharper edge, or a more accurate form. So carefully is 
each brick mixed and burned, that it rings as if of metal, and br^s 
almost as clean as glass. When stained and glazed, they look like 
enamel : nothing can be lidier than the appearance of the inscription^ in 
laigo white letters upon, a dark purple ground. They were, probably. 
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tlian mansions of the dead, adding a singalarity to 
the general aspect of monotonous melancholy. 
Whilst upon all. pours down the gay radiance of an 
Eastern sun, and the asure reflection of a doudleas 
sky, contrasting its hues of undymg brightness with 
the transitory memorials of earthly splendour, tritely 
yet how impressively. 

We pass over the hill. Every now and then some 
strolling fakir, grim as the ruins amidst which he 
stalks, flrowns at the intrusion of the stranger, or a 
pariah dog barks as we approach, and then flies 
finghtened by the echoed sound c^ his own voice. 
If we enter a mausolenm, the noise of our footsteps 
returned by the hollow ground, disturbs the hundred 
tenants of the portico^ the niches, and the projections 
of the domes. 

A closer inspection is by no means favourable to 
the view. There is a satiating minuteness in the 
details of decoration with which the tombs are 
covered ; in the largest and most magnificent, every 
stone of the edifice itself its walls and its gate^ is 
daborately carved in relief. Your eye rejects the 
profnseness of square and drde^ spiral and curves 
diamond aifd scrollp>wQrk, flowers, bprder>pattem 

nuido by Penian brickUyon^ who an odebimted thionghoal the Bait Ibr 
their ddU in thia eiaft. 



112 


SCENES IN SCINDE. 


and quotations firom the Koran, in chanusteis whose 
sole beauty is illegibility. In vain you look for a 
straight line in any building; the architects were 
not sufficiently skilful to succeed in the simplicities 
of art. As a late traveller justly observes, the effect 
of the UiuJt ensemble is gaudy, and there is that 
“ appearance of tinsel tawdriness which results from 
injudicious over-omament.” 

In these countries very little of "the history of 
these people is to be learned from their sepulchres,” 
and the Moslems want Hie mania of epitaph and 
inscription which as often render our Christian 
monuments the means of mirth as of mdancholy. 
Here the date of the " debt having been duly paid,” 
sometimes a turban or a name, and rarely a verse 
from Holy Writ, w a Persian couplet, are the scanty 
scraps of information concerning the venerable 
defunct afforded to the anxious inquirer. That long 
tombstone of white alabaster under the bold cupola 
lined with blue and varnished tiles painted with 
flowers and arabesques so as to resemble the rudiest 
porcdain, is an exception to the general dulneas, and 
bears rather a pretty idea: 

* Weeing fhoa didst enter ibis world of woa^ 
BmUtiigtlKwi iiep«Ffawl«t in that land af joy 1 ** 

This is the mausoleum of a sayyid who, wonderful 
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to rdate, is said to have been a casee— a jiidge--«nd 
yet an honest man. He died in the odour of sanctity, 
literally as widl as figurativdy, amidst an over- 
powering aroma of musk from the apotheess of 
Paradiw. If yon have any little pain flying about 
yon, Mr. Bull, such as a twinge in the side <w a 
dig^t ahrasure of the skin, now is your time — ^mb it 
against the alabaster — ^withfidth, mind — and you will 
assuredly recover. You see one of the great advan- 
tages of having hdy places dose at hand; where 
ho^itals and surgeries do not abound, as het^ they 
are quite impayable$. 

Yon may wish to know what supernatural and 
preternatural powers are attributed to the apunts of 
Sdnde. I offer you a reatmS of the mirades which 
most commonly edify the mind and confirm the 
belief of the Faithful: 

Canaing the birth of children, especially in cases 
when the ages of the parents vender pidifidfy a 
physical imposaibilify. Also on occasions of ingrati- 
tude being diown by such parents, obtaining ficom 
Heaven that the blessing of issue may be sumnuuily 
withdrawn firom them. 

Curing all kinds of diseases and complaints, struc- 
tural, organic, and what not. ThtbrnodutmedenAiMf 
generally, the administering, of a drop of water to 
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the patient — hydropathy in embryo you obseire; or 
passing the hand over the part affected — a mde 
form of animal magnetism. The maladies are of 
the class upon which the hydropathist and the 
mesmerist love to exercise their natural magic, 
such as deafness, dumbness, blindness, hysteria 
and nervotu affections; but foilnres are common, 
and success must, I fear, be pronounced 'rare and 
unsatisfactory. 

Under the third head may be ranked a vast variety 
of extraordinary feats, such as saving shipwrecked 
mariners or lost travellers, when invoked by them ; 
appearing in person at a distance to protect a fidend 
against unseen danger; changing females to males, 
seniors to juveniles, sots to scholars, sinners to saints, 
and infidels to Islam; saving a person's life by 
directing the stroke of death to another quarter; 
exercising dominion over birds, beasts, and fishes ; 
causing youths* beards to grow; fasting for an uncon- 
scionable time; living mthout drink or sleep; watering 
a whole caravan with the contents of a single pipkin ; 
ordering the wild trees of the forest to produce honey 
and clarified butter; restoring oistence to the dead; 
putting to flight the Fiend and his emissaries ; intui- 
tively knowing men's minds and secret thoughts; 
compelling inanimate objects to act as though th^ 
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had vitality and volition; brealdng through walls and 
doors in spite of diains and fetters; visiting Hell for 
the purpose of saving one of its victims, and flying 
bodily up to Heaven. 

Briefly to trace the career of a single miracle. A 
boat sails, we suppose, from Kurrachee to Bombay. 
About the Gulf of Cutch, — ^you recollect the Canthi of 
Ptolemy ? — a hurricane obliges the crew to put back. 
During the violence of the storm, they were praying 
much more lustily than th^ were working; and being 
natives of the same village, they all implored the aid 
of one Pir,* the live patron saint of the place. 
Wdl, they were saved. In due time, when they 
return to their flimilies, and talk over the afiBair with 
their friends, feeling that the adventure in its simple 
shape is an ordinary and uninteresting one, th^ 
begin, consciously or unconsciously, to.make it more 
presentable by the addition of embroidoy and a few 
ornaments. The head liar of the party, — ^there is 
one of course, — swears by the beard of the Prophet, 
that, as he ejaculated " Save me, Miyan Mitho 1 ” t 
the form of the holy man rose before his ^e^ bid- 
ding him be of good <dieer, iat that assuredly no 
harm should come to him. The rest of the crew 

* Pir,— « Mdnt, a nan of God. 

t ^ Reyerond Mr. Swoo^”— • plobelaiif Irat a my celobiatod nano in 
tho Valley of the Indus. 
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either beliere the inreiition, or viaelj pretend to do 
80, or foolishly lose reputation, and subject them- 
selves to be dubbed " Athdsts” by contradicting it. 
The saint, on the other hand, when consulted, is sure 
to declare, that, the moment he heard a sorrowful 
voice calling upon his name firom a&r, he threw 
his spirit in the direction of the sound; perhaps, 
also he will condescend to accept a little present 
or two. 

A fair basis for carrying weight is now laid, and 
the superstructure may or may not become gigantic. 
If favoured by circumstance, the young miracle grows 
apace in strength and station. After a few years' 
careful nurture and consequent development, it 
changes to adult form. The ship sank to the bottom 
of the sea, whence the Pir raised it with his potent 
hand. Then it blooms through a glorious man- 
hood of celebrity, and in green old age looks 
forward to being embalmed in the leaves of some 
Persian book for the instruction and edification 
of posterity. 

By this time you must be deadly tired of saints, 
and their performances, Mr. Bull, especially as you 
are one of those sturdy-minded Northerns, who do 
not require everything to be 


oculia subjccto fideUboa” 
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before it can take its seat 'in the penetralia of your 
reason and belief. Before we leave the saints, I 
must, however, with your permission translate that 
short ode which some poetic hand has inscribed upon 
one of the walls in honour of his M urshid, or spiritual 
teacher. It is, I should inform you, the production 
of a Sufi, a tribe of mystic devotees who hold tenets 
aomewhat similar to the Gnostics of your fidth in 
early days, and it teems with the commonplaces 
of their poetry, the negative entity of the world 
of matter, the positive existence of the human 
soul as a particle of the Eternal Spirit, enjoy- 
ment of the iUusions of mundane existence, and 
devotion to earthly, the imperfect type of heavenly 
Love. 

1 . 

They* deem the world a lovely dream. 

That floats before man’s wakeful eyes, 

A dream of phantom weal and woe, 

Unreal smfles^ illusive sighs. 

XL 

They question not His will, or why 
He placed them in this passing scene. 

That brings them from those blessed lands, 

Thxc/ Memory’s mist bUU dimly seen. 


* The third person plural in Periita is politely used fbr the lingnlai^ 

" they** for **he.’* I have retained the Oriental idiom, the present for the 
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IIL 

By them a thought, a sigh, a tear. 

In lonely meditation shed, 

Are held far holier acts of prayer 
Then bended knee or bowed head. 


IV. 

Their Muajid'a * roof is Heaven's vault, 
Its walls th’ horizon's ample pole, 

Its floor fair nature's vast expanse 
Of stream and 8ea» of hill and dale. 


V. 

On flowery meads, in vocal glades. 

Where tuneful choirs sing hymns of praise, 
'Neath perfumed shrubs, near bubbling rills. 
They love to spend their joyful days. 

VL 

Their lips shrink not with Zahid'sf fear. 

To taste the bright wine's bubbling kiss. 
Nor shun their ears the cithern's song 
That brims their souls with happiness. 

vn. 

Their eyes may rest on woman's face— 

On youth and beauty’s form divine. 

When pai-tod sparks of heavenly light, 

In pure and door reflection shine. 


past : the reader, if there be such a person, may eonsider the lines an 
exposition pf the tenets of the sect as well os the eulogy of on individual. 

* Miisjid — a mosque. 

f The Zahid is on oscetie to whom wine and music are abominations. 
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TlXL 

With them Loto knows no conml joy^ 

No sensual sweotSi no low desire ; 

Th^ nurse its bright and holy flame 
As Guebres ficed their perfumed fire. 

IS. 

Their only good, good done to man ; 

To harm mankind, their only ill — 

All other good and ill they hold 
The wild capidoe of mortal will 

X. 

life is to them tho arch that spans 
That dork abysm — ^Eternity; 

Th^ build not on its narrow way. 

But tread it^ Allah, seeking Thee. 

« ♦ « ♦ 

Turning tent^irards, ire come upon another vene* 
rated locality, a walled indosure, surrounded lo% 
Peepul* trees. During this morning's ride, I 
remarked to you some places of Hindu pilgrim- 
ages, and certain upright stones stained with 
Termilion and decked with huge garlands of withered 
flowers upon the margin of a small deep tank, girt 
round by grottos and caverns. Nature-cut, in the 
mass of honeycombed limestone, near Enlliau Eot. 
Here, again, we have traces of the same worship as 

* The Acm • Mend tvw anoDSlt Hiadoai. 
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that recent attempt at delineating a lady of mascu- 
line habits mounted upon a peculiar breed of tiger 
and lion. The personage depicted is Singhuvani, — 
the Rider of the Lion,* — a local incarnation of that 
multinomial goddess, Devi, Durga, Parwati, or, as we 
allegorise hm*. Active Virtue. If you take the trouble 
to look into Moor’s Pantheon, or any other popular 
work upon the subject of Hinduism, you will marvel 
how she earned so respectable a title in Europe, 
Active Vidousness appearing to be the general 
character Mythology assigns to her.f 

Ton look towards me for some explanation of 
these upright stones, daubed with red. Mr. Bull, as 

* Tho indent Hindui knew the hibiti ind pcculiaTitiei of the lion 
well ; tlivir modem descendants confound tlio name and nature of the king 
of beasts with tho tiger. 

t Nothing can be more ridiculous than tho effect produced bj IIindnism« 
smartly dressed up as it has been in European clothing — a system of wild 
superstition, osplaincd, emblematised, and typified by western speeulitoie 
till its very form ceases to be reoognisable. 

Tho male Triad of tlio Vedas, Brahma, Vishnu, and Shiva, an menly 
personifications of tho Almighty power, dio Brahm or Bemiiiigos, in the 
three several being-modes of Creation, Preservation, and Destruction : tho 
female Triad is that same power in exertion ; their very name, "Sakti** 
tells us so, clearly ae language can. Duiga h tho actWo destroying power 
of tho destroying deity, Shiva, elaborately antliropomotiihiscd into now 
an angel now a fiend-— Icf txlttmu m fotccficnf— in human shape. To 
consider her tho " ideal personification of activo virtue incarnate on earth,** 
employing all her celestial weapons ** against MaYssassoor, the buiflUo- 
headed demon of vice,'' &e., &c., is to mix a western with an cutem 
idea, to the utter confusion of all ideas upon tho subject 
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yoa may chance to repeat my conversation at home, 
I must place the seal of silence upon my lips, much 
as I r^pret so to do. But if you are not thoroughly 
tired of the article Faith, I can read you a lesson upon 
certain peculiarities observable in this comer of the 
world, which may set you thinking awhile. 

Islam, the rdigion promulgated by Mohammed, 
was, in his day, aufBcientty pure deism; the Eternal 
Being is as little anthropomorphised as could be 
expected, taking into consideration the difficulty of 
making the idea of one intdligible to a barharoua 
race. -The ffiith conceived, h<nn, and bred amongst 
the -rugged hills trodden by the sons of the Wild 
Man, formed a point de rAmion round which all 
the scattered and hostile tribes collected. For a 
while the human stream stood gathering bulk; 
presently, chafed to fiizy by intestine' commotions, 
it overflowed its margin, and poured down like 
a desdiatmg torroit upon the lands which lay 
around it. 

But when the excitement of invasion and battle, 
massacre and plunder had paased away, the hetero- 
geneous mass of Qonverta fincibly inccnporated with 
the original stock of the Faithfiilr found time and 
opportunity to shuffle a few of their old tenets and 
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predHeetions into the qrstem of monotheim thve 
forcibly thnut upon them. 

The banks of the Indus weruj in remote egei^ the 
hot*bed of Hinduism ; Moultan was its itroiig«hold, 
and Sdnde was as abundant in Buddhism, as it 
was in the Brahmanism &at succeeded it. The 
Delta had holy places in numbers, and marks cS the 
old religion still extend fiur westward of the monn* 
tains that separate ns firom the deserts of Mduan. 
How, or at what time, the descendants of the ccm- 
queiing Arabs, made these renerated qiots their own, 
history, being written by themselves, of course says 
not. Probably they took the first i^portnnityto 
bury some distinguiahed body in any locally which 
they determined to ap^priate; and tiien, in spite 
of the pogaiu, ooimected the site in question with 
their own.fidth. One thing you may observe: — 
almost every celebrated place in Scinde still disj^ys 
distinct sigiu of original Hinduism ; moreover, the 
worshippers of Brahma have Sanscrit names fiur this 
holy ineobe of the principal mauaolea, and the 
Pblythmat, as wdl as the diadple of Mohammed, 
continues to attend the fidrs and pilgrimages, whidi 
pdriodically occur at the tomb^ and other sacred 
localities. 
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And mort amming to an indifferent obaerrer are 
the aeal and violence mth whidi the profeaaota of 
the two rival creeds advance and refote thdr daims 
and right of property to the disputed person of some 
noted devotee. ' 



124 


SCBNES IK 80IK1)1. 


CHAPTEB Vn. 

THE CAPTUKB OF TATTAH IK THE OLDEK TDIE. 

It u rdated bj the duronides of antiquity, that in 
days gone by, and ages that have long fled, Sdnde 
was a most lordy land situated in a delightfiil 
dimate — a fertile plain traversed by the benefloent 
Mdiran,* with large, flourishing, and populous dties; 
orchards produdng every Und of tree and firuit, and 
gardens that were the reflection pf Irem,t and the 
envy of the Seven Heaveiu. It was governed by a 
powerful monarch who had mighty hosts and impreg* 
nable forts, whose counsellors were renowned for 
craft, and whose commanders were cdehrated fnr 
conduct. Aud the boundaries of his dominions and 
provinces extended as fiur as Elancg and Cashmere, 
upon whose south-western frontier one of the Bahis) 
planted two towering qrpreases. 

• Ths dflMieil and poetical name for Fattier Indue, fciy littte known 
boTOBd its banks. 

f A eelebiated Fuadise or gudon made In AiabiOp by one Shcddadr— 
ywj nsofiil in oriental eompariiona. 

t The Hindoo Bajahs of Sdndo. 
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Daring tlie oaUphat of the Chief of Trae Belieren, 
Umar the eon ot Khattab, it waa reaolTed, irith the 
penniaaioa of Allah, to anlqect. the rinnera of Scinde 
to the seiiDitar of oertain atnrdy aainta militaii.t. 
But it ao happened that the captain of the Moalem 
a rm a ment , being opposed by a Brahman general, waa 
killed, and, after mneh daughter, hia troops were 
diaoomfited, numy were slain, and the . rest were 
made prisoners. 

Again, at the time when great Usman — the Lord's 
appiond be upon him I — sat upon the seat of power, 
it waa ordered that one Kddm, a confidential agent, 
dmuld be sent to Seinde to spy out and discover the 
state of affidia ; but the reporter caused the expedi- 
tion to he abandoned by ftlsely* saying that the 
water was hlaek, the firuit sour and poUonoas, the 
ground stony, and the earth saline. When the 
caliph asked him what he thought of the inhabitants, 
he relied, **tliey ore fldthless.” 

Then during the rule of Ali — may his name be 
Ueaaed I— «ftioe passed over from Mektan, and was 
opposed I7 a large army at the hill men; but the 
Modem host, calling on the Most High, b^an an 
impetuous attack, and the noise of the dxiuts terrified 

BUdm moH bm betn anofldiieenliig bb bitof 

•oeoant of Bdad o and tbo IWndiini b m poiftot ipodTDon of pfignant trodu 
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the enemy, who cried for quarter whilit they lied. 
From that time, on oooariona of oonfliet, the Modem 
"AUahui** is heard amongit thoM moonteini. Bat 
when the news of the caliph's death arrived ftarther 
advance was stopped. 

Now the londof Serandip * is of the Baby Idands; 
from this had been sent some Abyssinian slave girls, 
with many valuable jewds and presents for the high 
and mighty Emperor, Abdd Malik the Ommiade, 
and his deputy Higjig, laentenant of Mesopotamia. 
By chance the eight boats that cmiveyed them were 
driven Ity a storm into one of the ports of Scinde 
on the sea of Oman, and the robbers of the fdaoe 
seised them as {dander. When the agents of the 
King of Serandip represented that the property 
hdonged to the oaliph, they said, "if yonr tale be 
true, pay a ransom and procare rdease I'* 

In that assemblage were certain wmnen in the 
purity of Idam, who had intended peribrnaing the 
pilgrimage to Mecca, and vidting the a^tal of the 
caliph. One of these seeing heiadf a captive in the 
hands of the undteomcised, raised her hands to 
heaven and cried ont thrioe, withalood voioe^ "Hear 
i|s, oh Hqjjig I" 

This intdligenoe being conveyed to when 

• OegriM. 
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he heard iluit the woman had ccmpkdiied tihrioe, uamg 
hia name^ he araae from his aea^ umdieathed his 
sword, and replied, three times, "Labbayk, I attend 
theei'* 

Umar bin AbdnUah said to "Commit this 

momentonabnaineaatome; I will proceed to El Sind 
and El Hind.*** Bat, the Lieatenant replied, "I 
here eonsnlted the astrologer^ and they report that 
the period has airimed Ibr the setting of the star of 
Unbdie^ and for the bright dawning of tme Bdigum 
in those benighted lands; in short, that El Sind and 
El Hind will foil to the hand of my sister’s soi^ 
Mohammed bin Kasim." 

In the oonrae M days, Abdd Malik, the potent 
monarch, departed to his throne in pa r adisei, and his 
son Walid beeame the Lord’s Shadow npon earth in 
his stead. When hu power was settled on a firm 
basis, Hi^^ nrged him to renew the war witii the 
infiddsi, fior the purpose of releasing the Modem 
ei^tives and of pnnidiing the Hindoo transgressora. 
So tiie new Caliph usued all necessary orders finr the 
preparation and the equipment of a fince frwn the 
pnblie treasnry. 

In one montii was oolleeted an army of 16,000 
men, 6000 of whom were horse 6000 ciders on 
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Bnkhti* camd^ with 8000 feot, and fiTa natapnltaB 
for tevdKng forte, together with rocketed Oze-amii^ 
and other inatromente of war, aa naed by the anhe- 
Uevera of Bern, t 

The boat of the Moalem mardied from Meaopo* 
tamia through the prorince of Fhra,| and paaaed 
along the deaerte of Mekran; then faJcIng boa^ they 
arrired at the month of the mi^ty Meihran, and 
aaeended the eaatem bank of the atream, to armd 
the hoat of Kafira § which had odUeoted to oppoae 
them on the weatem road. They advanced without 
oppoaition, till at length they aaw before them, on 
the other ride of the Indu^ the tall qpiiea and hnge 
domea of Dewal, || the principal p«rt in Scinde. 

Mohammed bin Karim then directed the chief of 
hia engineera to make veaada for the paaaage of the 
river, and to build a bridge^ whidi waa done by 
filling large canoea with atonei^ and laying phmka 
eroaawiae firom aide to aid^ after foatening them 
finntywith wedgea. Then, the he^ of Allah,- the 
ariny of lalam began to paaa over, and with ahovrera 
of arroite confiiaed the infidela that preaaed finrward 

i 

* The kifB dulip dngST, two honped begM* mnelt of Northoni 

Ado. ' 

.-h CoDilaatliioplo. t A Mflet iiiioiitlii|TD Penfau f Ihhdo^ 

I SnppoMd to be die OMdm Totuli. It wu oOlod «llewrig** or 
« Dobolp** Ikom iCo eelobmted do^je (pofodo) ; the Aiobo oad Phnloiii 
■tfll know it DO other mine* 
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to oppoM them on the opporite ehore. A oonnder- 
able 1^7 succeeded in crossing the stream, 4deared 
the plain of enemies, and took np a position at the 
head of the bridge nntil the rest of the army could 
join them. 

When the General had cdlected his host he per- 
formed the duty of Imam* at thmr head ; and the n 
causing the camel saddles to be heaped np in the 
form of a pulpit, he addressed the soldiery as fid- 
lows ; — 

"The river is in your rear, the Ibeman in the 
van; whoever is ready to yield his li^ which act 
will be rewarded with eternal fiKcity because of its 
cause, let him remain and have the honour of oon- 
flict. And any amongst yon, who, on farther 
thought, does not fbel able to oppose the enemy, let 
him remember that the road of flight is no longer to 
be open — ^he will assnredly be drowned in the river, 
or dse fiill into the hands of the Kafir. So let these 
now take leave of u% fiir brave men determine either 
to do or die." 

Of the whole fi»oe, only tiueepersmia— one under 
the pretence of ah unprotected parent, another of a 
motherless daughter, ahd a tiikd of want of means-^ 

• TIm Imm” in Modom ShoiImnI cmdiM b ke wto injt Is 
ftwn of «t ctBgtmiaw. ' 

as 
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kft tlie imy. The mt declared that they were 
only anxioiia for hatUe. 

For aome di^ the infidel^ in aniioaa fear and 
diimay, made no attempt to flght. Freaentty, re* 
proadied and taunted with cowardice by Jaipal, their 
diie^ they iaaned in awarma from the gatei^ with 
horaea aheathed in armonr> and war el^hanta with 
ated howdaha; and their captain, aa waa the cnatcm 
of the Hindoo in that day, carried during the fi{^t 
an iron mace, pointed and ajnked, and with it he 
dove the head oferecy warrior whom he amote. After 
a bloody battle, which laated until the aetting of the 
ann, the Modema retired witii aaddened hearta ; the 
world waa ydlow b^ne their eyea; thqr aaw noflung 
befine them but defeat and diagrac^ nought bdiind 
them but deapair and deatmetbn. 

On the next morning, Jaipal again came forth 
with hia boat of armed warriora and beaata,. and 
again he forced hia way through the tormat of 
aoldieiy Hiat oppoaed him. At drat the army of 
Idam became eonftued ; Mohammed bin Kaaim, in 
alarm, offered up the incenae of hia prayera and 
groana at the dirine of the Moat Hig^ who feronred 
him, and at length ronohaafed to him the rietory. 
Jaipal'a war dephanti^ plied with rocketa and miaaile 
fire, took flight, and in their oonfruion fell back upon 
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iheiroimpef^k^ many of whom wore thus deibroyedj 
and erowda periahed at the gates of the dty, ndaty 
attempting to flee firmn the dagger of Destiny. 

Now, in the centre of the Fort Dewal eras a 
place of idol^ forty rods and on it a dome also 
flirty rods; on the summit waa a silken flag, with 
flmr tongues, the work of a potent necromantist. 
Nmw of tiie Tslamites knew this, till, on the erening 
of the day at Tietoiy, an old Brahman, issning piirily 
Aram the fortress, came and stood at the gate of the 
pavilion, in the presence of Mohammed bin Kasim. 

' '"I learn firom my books," qnoth tiie idolator, 
"that tiiis country will he oimqnered by the scimitar 
of the stranger religionist ; that the appointed time is 
at length omne, and that thon art the instmment in 
the hand of Kate. I am here to show thee the wqr.* 
1%ose before our times con i tmc te d tide temple as a 
talisman. Until tiie spell is bndEen thy difflenlty and 
danger endure. Order some stratagen^ so tiiat tl<e 
banner on yonder dome, together with that part of 
the edifloe^ be thrown down. 

Mohammed Idn Karim took thonght that nig^ 
In the mondng he consulted the engineer of the 

* TUb MiiiidBOM tiM CktUan friatlpwbv dlHViMdg at 

prateiiMtodiiemr,orMppbil^ tel IwlwA te BBfite^tote teikBf 
■ JhaUif te fetm gwatew af teteBM|te|fn^latapif^flf Aite 
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caitapnt^wboMdd, "If thoagiTatt metenthoiiMiid 
peoe* of nlTer as a xeward, 1 will undertake bj some 
means or other, to bring down the flag and onpda 
after three shots; if I fiul, I will agree to have my 
hand cut off.” 

• At the blast of the trumpet the host assembled in 
battle airay, each cohort taking its place round the 
green banner that bdonged to it. Every mmi stood 
silent as the dead whilst the madiine, laden with a 
ponderous stone, was brought to bear upon its distant 
mark; and a universal shout of "Din! Dinl”*.hroke 
firom their hreariiless lips as the shivered flag«staff 
flew fiur away, hearing with it the talismanic banner. 

Again the instrument was diarged ; this time its 
heavy load dashed against the dome, whidi rocked 
and swayed as from the effect of an earthquake.. The 
bearded’ warriors then drew thor scimitars, and, led 
by the diieftains, moved onwards in order and rank, 
silent with expectation. 

A cry resounded firom within the finrt. The 
besieging host turned thrir eyes in the direction of 
tho sound. When the veil of dost whidi concealed 
the tem^ floated away upon the piniona of the: 
breeae, not a atone remained visible to mark the 
place whore the lofty cupola once stood* 

* " FUth I Ikidkl ** thft old Anb ww-cijy aoeoidiDg to iho Bci^fanti 
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Again aioae the hnid erj, *Q)in i IKn I " and 
the tnrbanded xanks, bearing the battering-rama^ 
dadied fiirioiialy at tbe Ibrtified entrance. The. 
waxders ,and defenden of the wallsj atnuA. with 
fweternatnral terror, iled their poata. Li a fbw 
minntea the a^t phmka and gatea tun frim their 
hingea, afforded an ea^ ^aaaage to the aaaailaata. 
Thna was Dewal lost and won. 

For three days there was a general massacre of 
the inhabitants. The rieton then bronght the 
Moslem prisoners, imd captnred immense property 
and treasures. 

Before throwing down the pagoda, and snbsti- 
tuting the mo^ne and the minaret in its stead, 
Mahommed bin Kaim, ordecing .tiie attendance of 
the Brahmans, entered the temple and bade tiiem 
show him the deity thty adored. A wdl-focmed 
figure of a man on horseback bring printed out to 
him, he drew his aabre to strike it, when one of 
the priests cried, ** It is an idol and not a liring 
being I ” Then adranring towards the statue^ the 
Moslem removed his mailed gauntlet and ^aeing it 
upon the hand of the images said to tim bj-itanden^ 
"See^ this idol hath but one f^ova^ ask him what he 
bath done with the other?" 

They rq^ied, "What ahonld a stone know of riMse 
things?" 
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Whereapon ICahommed Un Karim, xebnidiig 
fhnn, ngmned, " Verily, yonn ii a cnriona olgeet of 
wiwdiip, vlio knows notihing; even about himself.” 
He then diiected tiiat the Brahmans, to distingnirii 
timm from other Hindoos, riionld cany in thrir 
hands a small vessel of grain, as mendicants, and 
should beg from door to door every morning ; after 
which he estaUidied a governor at Dewal, and, 
having aatisbctority arranged affiurs in that quarter, 
embarked his machines d war in boats, sent them up 
the river to l^mnkot,* and proceeded with his army 
by land in the same direction. 

« 0 « * 
To-morrow morning we start esrty, along the 
beaten track, to Shaykh Badhan, the next halting 
ground. 

* Supposed to be Hydeiubid. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

SHATEH RADHAN AND THE DEAD fiAMET.. 

When we reach Jerrock, then, Mr. Boll, you have 
my full permission to perform a pilgrimage to the 
banks of the Indus, and to become as classical and in- 
tensely rapturous, or as discontented and grumblingly 
matter-of-fect — ^with you, I know, it is a toss up which 
— as you please. It would scarcely be convenient 
to visit it this dark morning, although it is only 
three or four miles distant; however in the appear- 
ance of the stream about Tattah there is little to 
interest the most excitable mind. 

The shades of night seemed to be dispersed by a 
silvery flood which poured down upon us firom the 
eastern sky. It scattered itself abroad in jets and 
streaks; then, suddenly as it appeared, the light 
&ded before your ^es and deeper darkness than 
before investing the forms of earth hung fSrom the 
gigantic ceiling above our heads. This is the "fidse 
dawn ” as the Orientals call it. Th^ suppose that 



136 


SCENES IN SCINDE. 


the aim rising from hia nightly couch amidat the 
glooma of the nether world caata hia first look upon 
ua through a hole in the mountain of Kaf,* and then 
riaing is for a while couched firom riew by the dark 
side and misty peaks of the fabled range. 

And now appears the "true dawn," pale at first 
and cold, but gradually reddening and warming aa 
the orb of day approaches the starting point of his 
course. It is accompanied by a damp and chilly 
wind, the Dam i Subh, or breath of the morning, 
which Moslems consider the sign that Nature is 
ofFSering up her first tributes of praise and worship to 
the Eternal Author of her being. 

You will soon be a proficient in the study of 
"mornings and evenings,” my companion. Own 
that when you left England your mind was misty in 
the extreme upon the subject. You had a dim idea 
that day begins about 5 a. m., in summer, 8 in 
winter — ^yonr day at 9 all the year round, not with 
a view of dawn, but an inspection of the breakfast 
table. So I doubt not that all I have been showing 
to you is quite a novel as wdl as a curious sight. 

This is a beautiful sunrise — generally speaking, 


* A fabulous mountain, mode, bj Arabian geographers, to encircle the 
earth, and translated, in English dictionaries — ^whj, HcaYcn knows — 

** Caucasus.** 
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hereabouts a tame affair compared with the sunset. 
A bauk of doud fantastically shaped, brighter than 
burnished gold below where illuminated by the 
nnrisen luminary, and darkly purpling above, lies 
upon a groimd of glowing crimson sky, which softens 
off towards the upper part of heaven’s dome into 
the sweetest imaginable rose colour. The sun 

" Looks throng tbe horisontsl soisty air,” 

slowly topping the blurred and dotted line of the 
horiaon that seems loth to part with his lower 
limb ; his aspect is red and cold, as if exposed to the 
atmosphere of a polar latitude, and for a while he 
retains the e§^>like form in which he first appeared 
to view. 

This is the hour when the mighty enchantress. 
Refraction hight, loves to display her choicest feats. 
See that noble fortress, with towering keep and lofty 
flagstaff, rising above a long range of buildings, 
avenues of spreading trees radiating firom it in all 
directions, and a broad expanse of water sleeping in 
its cradle of cape and promontory, and shelving shore 
under beetling bank and darkling hill — of what does 
it remind you 7 Windsor Castle 7 

« * * * 

And now what do you see 7 Three broken-down 
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hovels of wattle work, a withered tree and half-a- 
dozen stunted bushes on a barren plain of Uack 
mould crusted over with the glittering efflorescence 
of salt. No wonder that Poeqr, the amiable pur- 
loiner of all nature’s choicest charms, has long since 
made the theme her own. And no wonder that her 
bantlings still continue to work the subject in every 
possible form of common-place. 

Turning from the poetical to the practical, let me 
direct your vision to that place full of low bastard 
cypress * shrubs. Do yon see a pearly white drop 
hanging here and there from the top of a feathery 
branch? It is not dew, but tamarisk-honqr — 
htnoffebin, as the Persians call it; manna, as we 
have named it. A biblical acquaintance of mine 
discovered that this stuff was the identical article 
with which the fugitives from Egypt were fed in the 
wilderness. I ventured some objections, especially 
a compassion for the internals of the House of 
Israel — ^for I assure yon, Mr. Bull, the effect of this 
tnraigebin is emphatically the reverse of astringent — 
but quite to no pxupose. He had discovered 
** manna in the wilderness," and preferred throwing 

* Alias. Taiuaruk. Curious that this riirub has been confounded 
srith tho tamarind-tree by so profound an orientalist os the Boron de Socy : 
** On ks ciU pris. pour Ics gros tauioiins,** Ac,, it his mis-txandation of 
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out the trifling distinction between meat and 
medicament, to parting with his trouvaille.* 

* * * * 

Mr. Bull, once for all, yon must not attempt to 
ride over bridges in the valley of the Indus. Never 
mind the risk of a roll down a slippery hank, or the 
chance of finding a quagmire in the centre of a 
canal, covered over with a deceitful crust of whitish 
hard-looking mud, or the probability of being swept 
off your clambering steed by a thorny brandi on the 
far side. These are problematical; the bridge is a 
positive personal danger. 

You are looking at that tiny raft garnished with 
extinguished lamps which has moored itself against 
the aide of the broad canal which we are skirting. 
Yesterday was the sixth of November, in which the 
Diwali, a great Scindee festival, of tins year came 
round. It is the fisshion at the season to dive into 
futurity hy means of one of the rude barques which 

* M 7 biblical firicnd ivm treading the pnth which greater Uundereia 
than he had marked out Bnrckhirdtp following Seetzenp waa alao of 
opinion that the manna of Scriptore diitila from the or tamariak. 
I^eae peo^ m^ one loae patience altogether* The idea of feeding for 
frtrtj jeaia on a mild cathartie 1 

N.Bb — ^Bnrckhaidt ia right when ho atatea that the atnff ia eaUed 
emann** (manna) bj the Bedonina; but he notablj deoriTea himaelfr 
and the tmth ia not in him, wheoy to make ont a atronger eaaop hebdievea 
that the now jielda it» ezeept about Mount Sinai* 
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you have just now remarked. The worshipper of 
the river, after offering up his prayers to Father Indus 
and Mother Lakshme, the Indian goddess of good 
fortune, repairs in the evening to the bank of some 
flowing stream, launches his craft and sits gasing at : 
it with an anxious eye. If dancing gaily over the 
black surfoce, it preserves its onward career till some 
bend conceals it ftom view, he decides that the lamp 
of his life will bum brightly and steadily through 
the dark course of the coming year. But, on the 
<x>ntrary, should some angry surge engulf the offering 
in its gloomy bosom, he prognosticates with melan* 
choly foreboding, that his happiness or his life is 
&ted to meet with many a storm. In some parts of 
Sdnde the scene on the Diwali night is marvellously 
picturesque — the black river lit up with thousands of 
starlike lamps, shedding their fitful light upon sombre 
bank, ruined tomb, and l(rfty grove. 

« * * * 

Our road is the usual style of thing in these 
regions,— a, collection of trodden lines stretching over 
a wide waste. We leave the silt plain upon which 
Tattah stands, and ascend a hilly district formed by 
the ribs of limestone rock which compose the petral 
portion of this Unhappy Land’s formation. Every 
now and then we cross some hard, dry flat, covered 
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with frngmenta of yellowish stone ; these places follow 
one another as steps ; the highest may he a hundred 
and fifjy feet above the level of the Indus, and the 
absence of tamarisk and other shrubs shows at first 
sight that no water, save an occasional shower of 
scanty rain, has been here for years. 

Those tombs crowning the hill by the way side 
are of an unusual shape — small stone cupolas, sup- 
ported by four square columns of delicate propor- 
tions. They mark the memorable spot where fell 
certain mighty chiefs, doing immortal deeds in some 
petty feudal squabble. To relate the heart of the 
affair would take a Scinde minstrel three good hours, 
and involve the recital of twenty impossibilities and 
about a thousand proper names, including patro- 
nymics. Intensely ezdting all this would be to the 
Lagharis and Lasharis,* the Campbells and Chattans 
of this part of the world; but I fear, Mr. Bull, that 
it would be morphine to you. Shift the scene of 
Waverley to Affghanistan, or let Bobert Bruce 
become Akhbar Khan, would it not paralyse the 
hand of the mightiest magician that ever created 
worlds with a quill ? 

'What has halted our camds at this hour of the 
day 7 


* Two gnat Bolocb clans. 
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I uaderstand. The lazy rascala, our serraiits, 
preferred mounting to marching, and dozing upon 
the soft couch of Quiet, in the shape of a load of 
boxes, to doing their duty in looking after our pro- 
perty. The consequence was, that the brute who 
brought up the rear of the line, broke his nose- 
string, and, having no rider, shook off his burden — 
look at your handsome rosewood writing-desk, divided 
into two equal parts, connected by its Bramah 
instead of its hinges — and gently slipped away into 
the jungly where he expected to meet a body of 
friends and relations. 

It is no use storming at the men now; the more 
you scold, the less they do. We must apply our- 
selves to recovering the furtive. Fortunately there 
is a village not very for off, so we shall find no 
difficulty in procuring the assistance of a paggi, or 
tracker. 

The fellow rises from his slumbers under the thick 
cotton sheet, and stares wildly at ns, as if we were 
the Interrogating Angels * in proprid penond. We 
take care not to lose right of him just at first, other- 
wise he is sure to play camel, and to get out of 
what he fancies harm's way with all possible speed, 

* Two worthies in Moslem dmnitji long since introduced by the 
genins of Byron to the home reader. 
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according to the custom of a wild country. The least 
the poor devil expects is the loss of his half a doaen 
goat^ and a good beating for not being richer. That 
present of a rupee, however, gives Tiim some confi- 
dence ; he begins to think that we are fools ; and 
the promise of another confirms his suspicions, and 
makes him courageous. 

See how artistically my savage addresses him to 
his task. He ties on his slippers with padLthread, 
winds his sheet tight round his waist, and, squatting 
upon the ground, scrutinises the foot-print before he 
starts, with all the air of a connoisseur, making 
meanwhile his remarks aloud: 

" He is a little, little camel — ^his feet are scarcely 
three parts grown — ^he treads lightly on the ofP fore 
leg, and turns this toe in — ^his sole is scarred — ^he is 
not laden — ^there he goes — tlure — there; he is off 
to the jungles of Shaykh Badhan ! Now, Sain,* your 
slave is ready.” 

As we are going to pitch our tents just above that 
identical forest, we may send on the remaining quad- 
rupeds with the servant^ and accompany our paggi 
to watch his proceedings. 

Is it not surprising how he runs along the trail, 

• «8iin,”iaBclnde,btha«8iUb’'«riBdii,tlM'‘ar''«rBngliiid. 
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scarcely appealing to look at it^ and yet following it 
every twiat and tom with the sagacity of an dd 
grqrhonnd? 

We pass over beds of sheet rock, almost as 
smooth as crystal; we pursne roads where your eje 
and mine can see nothing but a confhaed mass 
fresh and faded foot-prints; we descend dopes of 
hard s'H, upon whidi yon caimot detect the idea of 
a mark; oar tradcer never stops for a moment. 

Now he pauses upon the verge of the tangled 
wood, but only for a brief breathing-time, and in 
order to secure his shoe. 

There, Sain, I told yon he was going to Shaykh 
Badhan.” 

"Thou didst. Shahbash, be a king I (equivalent 
to your "hravol" Mr. Boll}, art thou to catch him?’^ 

" At once. Sain, he stopped here to browse, and 
he has only just left the place. See, the grass has 
not yet risen from where he trod.’^ 

The fellow proves the correctness of his assertion 
by leading us straight up to a thicket, over the top- 
most branches of which appear the fiigitive's long 
nedi warily outstretched, and his bright black tye 
nervoudy fixed upon us. The sight of his pursuenr 
seems to paralyse his ener^pes: he feds that he 
ough^ to whed round and trot off without delay, but 
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somehow or other he cannot. The Paggi walks 
quietly up to him^ seizes the wooden nut, stili stick- 
ing in his right nostril, and tying a new string to it, 
secures submission without a struggle. 

The Scindee is celebrated for tracking, as the Arab 
of Tehamah, or the Aborigines of North America. 
He is the only detective force the country affords, 
and he forms an uncommonly efficient one. If a 
soldier has deserted, a house has been robbed, or a 
traveller has been cut down, show him a footprint, 
and he is sure of his man. He will describe the 
person of the party you seek with unerring accuracy, 
and will follow the trail for any distance, no matter 
what means are taken to baffle him. Shoe your 
horse the wrong way, wear pads over your feet, — 
thieving slippers, as the natives call them, — shift from 
boot to nudity, and again from nudity to boot, squat, 
stand, spring like a kangaroo, walk on all fours like 
a dog, do every thing you can to throw the human 
bloodhound out, and still, if he be a well-trained 
specimen of his breed, he will catch you. 

a|e Sc ♦ 

These camels are fated to be the death of us to-day. 
You see before you the encamping ground, a gravelly 
flat, bounded upon one side by a low, irregular line 
of broken and craggy hill, on the other, by a rapid 

VOL. L B 
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descent^ leading to the thickly-wooded strip of clay, 
which skirts the right of Father Indus. Yon 
could scarcely mistake the place even were I not to 
point it out. Look at the thousand Iragments of 
black bottles, — ^in these region^ the nnmistakeable 
tokens of the white man’s presence. 

You start. You dap your fingers to your nostiils. 
You gasp for breath upon the point of staggering. 
You stare around you in wonder not unmixed with 
horror. 

There lies the cause of your plight. Some bag- 
gage camd has been left dying or dead by the 
travdlers that last quitted this dreary spot. It is a 
disgusting sight : the poor beast’s body in the loath- 
some state of transition firom flesh to dust. He rests 
as he fell, with bis long neck doubled up almost to his 
back,, in the agonies of deifth ; all unburied of course. 
A native would run the ride of twenty plagues rather 
than take the trouble to remove a bit of carrion. 
The vultures are peckii^ at the head and quarters 
with their iron bfils and horrid bare necks in most 
undeanly state: the crows are frantically cawing 
thdr complaints that thty are not allowed to sit 
down to dinner by those bullies, their big btoihers. 
And, as we approadi,— 1 must not spare you a 
single detail, — ^two fid jackals, half torpid after their 
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ravenous repast, creep out of their dirty dining-room 
in the corpse’s stomach. In a few days there will be as 
neat a skeleton as was ever prepared by enthusiastic 
medic&l student. Even more disgusting than the 
sight is the scent to those who are not, like Belzoni, 
"fortunately destitute” of one sense. The effect of 
this bouquet de ehameau upon the olfactory nerves is 
scarcely describable. Th^ quiver beneath a stem 
smell, if I may be allowed the use of the adjective : 
a thing one can taste, which holds your palate and 
your nostrils, peoples them with its heaVy effluvia, 
seems almost to choke you with its intensity; — many 
and many a year hence, Mr. Bull, when thinking of 
Shaykh Badhan, you will remember the sensation, 
and contradict the eminent phrenologist, who assures 
you that man cannot, by an effort of the will, recal 
to mind past smells. 

We must not pitch here. The wind is howling 
madly over that platfonned hill upon which the 
saint’s domed tomb stands, but we can make the old 
walls a screen, and from bdiind these protecting 
heights laugh at the impotent wrath of Boreas. Our 
servants, 1 need not tell you, have lost all our iron 
tent juns, and as fbr e^qpecting wooden pegs to hold 
in such a soil with such a strain upou them, it would 
be the height of " grifflnism.” 
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It is related of a celebrated sporting gentleman in 
the old countrj, that, on oAe occasion, being 
requested by a finend not to introduce him to the . 
uncomfortable excitement of being overturned in a 
gig or tandem, he at once ran the vehide up against 
a bank and sent its contents flying into a neigbonr- 
ing field. 

Now, were I at all disposed to eigoy a similar, 
rare bit of practical wit, I have an excdlent oppor- 
tunity of gratifying myself. To see a single poled 
tent blown down in windy weather over a 'friend's 
head, i^ perhaps, even more funny than pitching 
him out of a dog-cart. But I will content myself 
this time with sketching you an outline of what the 
spectade would be, instead of drawing it from life. 

You are sitting, we will suppose, quietly at dinner, 
quafiSng lukewarm, muddy ale, and eating curry and 
dust to the sound of an aerial concert, &r more 
powerfully than pleasantly performed. 

AH of a sudden, er— o— ek I — cr’csk 1 1 The main- 
stay of your canvas abode has been tom up from 
beneath the stone placed to keep it firm in the 
ground. You spring off your chair, overturning the 
same, and make instinotivdy for the exit. Yon are 
just in time to be caught and rolled over by the 
hinder kanait, or fly, whilst the pole, bisectmg your 
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table as neatly as the " Saladin fe^t ” vas ever per- 
formed, descends upon your humped up shoulders, 
and instantaneously ''floors’* you amidst a mass of 
broken boards and scattered provisions, flanked by 
the ruins of your washing-stand, cot, and chest of 
drawers, and. covered over with a quantity of tent- 
cloth, whose weight allows you to kick, call, and 
struggle, hut positively forbids you to escape. Up 
rushes your gang of domestics, jabbering and gesti- 
culating in dire dismay, — ^they are owed a month’s 
wages, — you feel a grasp, like a vice, upon your 
ancles, you are mercilessly drawn over the hard 
ground against the grain, and you display yourself 
once more in the face of day, with hair d ia ehinoue, 
white garments the colour of very brown paper, and 
a fece, which in its mask of turmeric powder, boiled 
rice, dust, and the proceeds of a cut firom the broken 
beer bottle, would scarcely be recognised by your own 
mother : Perhaps the tenor of your thoughts harmo- 
aises with the exclamation of the gentleman in the 
"Felon Sowe;— ” 

"Wist my teethren st this honra 
That I wwe set in lio s stoureb 
Sate they would prey for me I ** 

■ Humph I I am not quite so certain that they 
would, Mr. Bull; methinks your "brethren’’ — 
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cliaira, and in hottest haste dashed through the 
tatties — kind of thorn fence, and a well-known 
oriental and therm-antidotal contrivance — escaped 
through the door in time, and only in time, to see 
the entrance hermetically sealed behind them ; the 
lute used on that occasion being sundry square feet 
of falling £ront wall. 

Within the twenty-four hours, three out of the 
nine houses that composed the Tanda lay in ruins. 
The things melt away after a night’s rain, like ice in 
a London ball-room. 

* « * * 

Those three little Jheels * below ns — ^torpid sheets 
of thick fluid left behind by the last inundation, 
with the bottom of fetid black mud baking in the 
sun, where the waters have been drawn off by 
evaporation — will afford you excellent sport. 
Amongst the flit sedges, tall grasses, and matted 
reeds, in every state of vegetable existence, from the 
flrst stage of germination to the last state of decay, you 
will find mallard, Brahminee ducks, bitterns, snipe, 
and snippets : you have only to wander into the flne 
acacia woods that line the banks, and a herd.of half- 
wild buffaloes will afford you a good chance of larger 
stuff for the pot; and if yon stay long enough with 


* A lake or pond. 
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yotir feet in the water and your head in the sun, 
although we are getting into the heart of the cold 
weather, tou will most probably be able to pronounce 
expertuB upon the pleasures of a Sdnde ague. 

Fever^ I may inform yon, in this part of Asia are 
of two kinds. One is a brisk, bold fellow, who does 
his work within the day, permitting you to breakfast, 
bat placing his veto upon your dining ; the other is 
a slow, sneaking wretch, who bungles over you for a 
week or a fortnight. * The former appears as a kind 
of small shivering^ tot; then as a sick headache, 
which, after a few minutes, feels as if a cord were Hbing 
tightened round your pericranium; your brain burns 
as if it were on fire; yonr head throbs as thov^h it 
would burst ; your skin is hot, and hard as a riding* 
glove. Presently your senses leave yon; to delirium 
succeeds congestion; you pant and puff, all your 


* This may appear to lavour of bravado, in which cam the appearance 
ia dcceitfuL At a diatanoe, Yellow Jack, earthqnakeay the Cuchillo, and 
dmilar atrange enen)iea to human life^ look terrible beeaiiae indiadnct : 
the heart doea beat a little quicker when we fix thought upon iu Dut aa 
aoon aa you find youraelf amongat die dangera, you forget to fear them, 
and a little habit makea them, generally apeaking, contemptible : your 
expected gianta you find pigmlea. Beaidea, I have been fortunate in 
opportunity of training, being bronght up, aa it were, in the midat of 
cholera : one eaaily leama to think li|^tly of auch thinga in youth. 
every one who thinka become^ by aonie meana or other, a fatalbt on a 
amall acale, after a lew yean in the Eaat. "Kiamet ” and Kaaib** are 
00 often, 00 continually, in your eai% that at laat they round themaelvea 
into a kind of reality— on entity eaat, a nonentity weat of the Oape. 
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energies being applied to keeping the breath in your 
body — ^you fail therein, and are buried that evening. 
The slow fever attacks you much in the same way ; 
only it imprudently allows you leisure to send for a 
doctor, who pours cold water from an altitude upon 
your shaven poll, administers mercury sufficient to 
stock an average-sized barometer, and blisters you, 
generally, with mustard and other plasters, from 
the nape of your neck down to the soles of your feet* 

I never saw a patient recover from this necessary 
mode of treatment without entering into the feelings 
of the poor decrepit Hindu, who cursed the meddling 
hand which clawed the holy mud out of his mouth 
as he was comfortably dying upon the banks of the 
Ganges, and by means of a draught of " fire-water,” 
sent him back to the world of matter, a baser bit of 
humanity than he was before. 

Sc Sc Se Sc 

If you wish to see how peculiarly uncharming in 
this state of demie-toilett are the appas of a certain 
romantic old maid called Solitude, whom many a 
fool admires and courts before he has seen her, you 
have only to set out with me for an evening’s walk. 
We shall not meet a human being, or descry a 
vestige of man’s work, in the country about Shaykh 
Badhan. 
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Oh, the howling waste ! 

Now let ns look at its denizens. High in the 
blue air, still catching the light of the set sun, the 
Tultnre wheels in gigantic drcles, and the crows are 
screeching with their usual noisiness as they skelter 
towards their dormitory, some distant tree. The 
matchlock or the rifle must at some time or other 
have been busy upon this rugged spot, otherwise 
its inhabitants would not stand in such evident 
awe of us. Sec how the lynx with his tapering 
black tipped ears ever pricked up, slinks away, 
covering himself with every little bush or stone, 
skilfully as the best Light Bob ever drilled. The 
antelope stops for a moment, instinctively feeling 
that a foe is near, turns her graceful neck — celc* 
brated as her eye in the Arab’s poetry* — sights our 
advancing forms, and then, bounding off, bends her 
rapid course towards some region of security. That 
old grey boar who is slowly returning from an even- 
ing excursion to his home in the neighbouring 
Shikargab,t is not quite so timorous as his neigh- 
bours; he mends his pace when we approach the 
line of direction, but a certain look or a grant 

• I allude to the beautiful line of Lebid that deacribca tlie antelope 
bending ber neck towards her newlj-yeaned young. 

t Hunting forest in preserve. 
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that accompanies the glance, gives ns to understand 
that he has at least half a mind to revenge upon us 
the foul wrongs which his has sustained from the 
hands of our kind. We will let him pass if you 
please, his tusks are long, curved, and sharp as a 
Persian dagger, and he has a dexterity in the use of 
his arms which renders his practice of self-defence 
sufficiently imposing, especially to a walking-stick. 
You stand to stare at those two pugnacious animals 
upon the sheet of rock hard by. It is a pair of 
Pariah dogs, who, having had some difference upon 
some subject unknown, are settling the affair of 
honour with their natural weapons, exactly as if they 
were British privates fighting it out in a qumt way. 
A most ridiculous sight is this apparenlly causeless 
and yet most vicious and violent "set to;" they 
wrangle, worry, bite, roll each other over, and howl 
with concentrated rage as wdl as pain : the appa- 
rent absence of anything to quarrel about, makes 
the vehemence of the quarrel appear the more 
remarkable. 

Observe in the far distance our long string of 
camels returning after the day’s grazing in the 
forest. The hazy, misty atmosphere enlarges their 
bodies to a prodigious size : we can discern no legs, 
all we see is a shoal of whale-like forms floating and 
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sinking, pitching and swaying over the successive 
undulations of the distant ground. Some English 
Eastern travellers have opined that that Great Un- 
known, the literato who baptised the animal, “ Ship 
of the Desert,'^ must have derived the idea from 
seeing him at a time when, under the effects of the 
mirage, his form appears and disappears on the 
horizon, as a vessel does upon the surface of a 
swelling sea. Methinks, however, the conjecture 
assigns somewhat too much to the power of Meta- 
phor, and a trifle too little to the operation of 
Analogy. 

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

I cannot flatter myself that I have made this day’s 
march very interesting to you, Mr. Bull- Quite the 
contrary. I know it, and almost feel disposed — 
were I not particular upon the point of accuracy — 
to append a legend to that hill, or to bang a story 
upon this tomb. However, tomorrow may chance 
to bring forth an infliction of the kind. 
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CHAPTEB IX. 

THE SEVEN HEADLESS FBOPHETS. 

Instead of marching directl; upon Soondan, on the 
Hyderabad road, we will turn off, if you please, to 
the left, and make for a certain fisherman's village 
called Kinjur. 

There lies the lake, a shallow piece of water with 
reedy banks, and embosomed in low hills of the 
usual uninteresting shape, and the common unpic- 
turesque colour. I have nothing to say about the. 
settlement: it being the normal Scinde things, which 
you have seen half-a-dozen times, and I have described 
unto the exhaustion of synonymes. But you must 
allow me to slip in a few words concerning the 
ancient history of the place, in order to render what 
follows intelligible. 

In the days of old — thus Asiatic legends always 
commence, even as European children's tales, with 
"once upon a time," — ^here rose a celebrated city; 
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the capital of the Sammah* dynasty, and the seat 
of empire of Jam Tamachi, the son of Junur. That 
prince was cdebrated for his beauty and valour ; his 
open hand, like the warm showers of spring, made 
the hearts of his subjects expand, and his clenched 
fist,t like the icy breath of the Destroyer, paled the 
cheeks of his rivals and his foes. He was truly the 
shadow of the Lord cast upon earth*s &ce : he sat 
upon the cushion of sovereignty firm as the tall hill 
that spreads out its giant skirts upon the subject 
plain : both the storms of foreign war and,the shocks 
of internal disturbance were equally unavailing to 
shake the basis of his prosperity. 

Before proceeding any further, you, Mr. John 
Bull, are humbly requested not to confound my 
prince’s title with any description of conserve-rasp- 
beixy, strawberry, or other.^ ’’Jam,” meaning a 
chief or the head of a dan, is the titulary appella- 
tion of the Sammah rulers of Sdnde. 

In the fifth year of the magnificent Jam Tamadii’s 

* A Sdndeo tribe thet ruled the eomitrj finr men j jeere before it foil 
into the hends of the Mogul. 

f In Peirian meti^orologj, the open hind ii the qrmbel of fenemitj; 
the doled flit, of imterity, emrioep or violence. 

t Thii deprecation ii not nnnecemiy. Mr. Fnam altered hli " KobU- 
baih,** to the " PeriiMi Adventorer/* beeauie John BuUp with Gillipadi,’* 
1 luppoie, or " guute and haih,** ringiqg in the honeit follow’i eai% perd- 
nadouiW boliered it to be an wimkU coohery-5ook 
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reign, Bahaeldin,* the majestic saint of Multan, 
being urgently invited, by his disciples at Tattah, to 
grace the fair land of Sdnde with his presence, was 
induced to comply with their requests. To such an 
extent did he delight men's minds by his spirit-stirring 
words and deeds, that the said disciples — may their 
and their father’s graves be desert i — abominably 
resolved to kill him and eat him ;t expecting thereby 
to secure to themselves the perpetual benefit of his 
presence, and to raise their recreant selves to a high 
degree in the spiritual world. However, they were 
defeated in the design. One of the saint’s trusty 
followers discovered the plot, proposed to save his 
superior by sleeping in his bed that night, and was 
graciously permitted to enroll himself in the ranks 
of that distinguished body of men — the Moslem 
army of martyrs. The accursed Murids {then took 


* Popularly called Dahawalhakk— Mgnifying it matten very littlo what 
His name is invoked by all the Moslem tribes, from Multan southwards, 
and his very curious biography lias been made the subject of many and 
many a tedious volume. 

*t* A strange way, you remark, to propitiate a holy man — a very common 
one, 1 assert, in the wilder parts of Central Asia, as any sceptic may learn 
by asking the Alfghan llazarchs, how they came by the number of Saints 
buried on their mountains. As regards eating the venerated defunct, it is 
done with the superstitious^ popular idea tliat whoever tastes the flesh nr 
blood of a great Siinton, thereby cats himself holy, as the Templars dine 
themselves ^ learned.” 

t A Murid is a ** disciple,” opposed to a Murshid or ** spiritual instructor.*' 
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the corps, " biy tiled'* it, boiled the choice cuts, and 
were preparing for their cannibal repast, when — 
O never failing expedient in the bauds of the Eastern 
romancer! — struck with an unknown fear they looked 
loathingly upon — 

" The poor remaaiis of what was once a saint 

put them into a pot and cast it upon the bosom 
of Mehran. The vessel was presently found by 
seven hungry men of the fisherman caste, who 
devoured its contents in ignorance of thw nature, 
and at once by virtue of the same, quitting vulgar 
piscation, became fishers of humanity and men 
of God, very holy, and, apparently, very fond of 
meddling with matters that did not quite concern 
them. 

You see that tall, old min of hewn stone upon the 
hill overlooking the lake. It was built there' by 
Jam Tamachi, for the purpose of affording his 
beautiful bride Nuren, the daughter of a fisherman, 
a view of the humble scenes in which she was bom, 
and which, incredible to rdate, she continued to love 
even after her elevation to the dizry height of regal 
dignity. To that palace the seven 'Walis* rqiaired, 
and demanded the right of ingress in so authoritative 


* Wsliy a saint. 
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a tone and manner that the very warder, an order of 
" gentlemen’* who, in Sdnde, are not more affable 
than the footmen of Belgravia, dared not turn up 
their noses at the sight of pedestrians knocking at 
a great man's door. And when these individuals 
appeared in the presence, instead of joining their 
palms, prostrating themselves, trembling and looking 
exanimate with fear, Pom I they squatted down upon 
the rich rugs, and stared in the prince’s fftce for at 
least five minutes. Cats, be it observed, are by 
proverb allowed this ])rivilege in England; but, Mr. 
Bull, in a purely oriental country, a low fellow ven- 
turing to try the experiment, would probably leave 
the hall of audience plus a solid bastinado and minus 
half the number of toes that usually terminate the 
human frame. No wonder, then, that the Jam, 
just and generous as he was, could not for the life of 
him prevent his cheek turning livid and his beard 
becoming crisp with rage. 

" King of kings I we are here by order of 
Heaven to protect thee and thine against the 
impioiu attempts of the Mogul I ” 

The Jam's beard re-became limp. 

Unacquainted with Sdnde history, you must be 
informed that the high and mighty Aladdin, Emperor 
of Delhi, had fixed the eye of concupiscence upon 
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the fair form of Scinde, and, like certain modem 
rulers, by no means contented with the Indus — 
the "natural boundary of Western India'' — as a 
frontier, he had been doing all his possible to fix a 
quarrel upon the Sammah chief; and the latter, 
knowing that the weakest always goes to the wall in 
Asia as in Europe, had smilingly put up with many 
an insult and injury. Hence the reason why, when 
the Mogul was alluded to, the Jam’s hairs returned 
to their normal state, whilst an expression of curiosity 
and encouragement replaced the gloom which had 
settled upon his countenance. 

The seven fishermen then proceeded to inform 
him, that directly under the walls of the capital was 
the head of a large land serpent, whose tail ter- 
minated at Delhi — ^two thousand miles or so, allow- 
ing for an occasional coil. Th^ added, that as long 
as the animal in question continued in that position, 
Scinde had nought to fear firom the Lords of India, 
and concluded by asking and obtaining the Prince's 
permission to thrust an iron spit into the unoffend- 
ing reptile’s nose, for the purpose of curbing any 
erratic propensities which it might be disposed to 
indulge in. 

Long and loud laughed the people of Tattah at the 
seufle credulity of the Jam, their ruler. They had 
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no "ChariTari,” it is true, bat the want of that 
civilised invention was more than compensated by 
the infinitude of sarcastic odes and sneering epigrams 
that issued daQy f^m the local pens. Now Tamachi, 
like many other great people, ancient and modem, 
had a nervous horror of the hum, the buzz, and the 
sting of that spiteful little insect, called a satirist. 
Moreover, although he knew that his only chance of 
escaping with a whole skin was to remain dead 
quiet till the swarm that had settled upon him 
thought proper to seek another subject, he could not 
bring his impatient spirit to act so sensibly. The 
result of his irritability was, that after vainly threaten- 
ing to imjiale, roast, or chop in pieces the authors 
of the nuisance, and after enduring its increasing 
virulence for a few days, at length, in an evil hour, i 
he ordered that the spit should be wrenched out of 
the ground. 

The iron was pulled up reeking with gore, and 
was shown to the sceptical Tattaites. Then the 
sneer of scorn and the smirk of self-esteem gave way 
to quite another kind of look. They fell upon their 
knees before the Prince and his holy advisers ; awe- 
struck and confounded into belief, they supplicated 
the raven fishermen to intercede with Heaven for 
them, their children, and their country. But these 
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personages informed them that the thing was impos> 
siUe, that the snahe had 

** Tamed hie heed where etood hie tail,* 

and that Scinde had for ever lost her protecting 
spell. 

Jam Tamachij as I have said, was renowned for 
exceeding equity. He acknowledged that the 
fishermen were in no wise blameable: indeed he 
owned that their conduct throughout the affair had 
been everything it ought to have been. Only he 
insisted upon the paramount importance of obedience 
in the subject, and told them flatly that unless that 
serpent’s head returned to where it was before, 
within the twenty-four hours, he should consider it 
his melandioly duty to make their pates and the 
rest of their persons part company. Justice, he 
remarked, was a very fine thing, but — 

His arguments are not worth recording. The 
fact is he was unconsdonsly conscience-smitten; 
angry with himself, a person which he could not 
punish, he naturally became anxious to find some 
one upon whom he could vent his royal rage. The 
seven fishormen asked for nothing better than the 
crown of glory. So Jam Tamachi obliged them in 
that little matter by directing their throats to be 
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cut from ear to ear, and their heads to be rudely 
wrenched off their bodies. Which was done with 
all the honours. 

But conceive the dismay of the king, his courtiers, 
his counsellors, his captains, and his subjects, when 
the last corpse immediately after decapitation, rising 
slowly from the cordovan carpet, upon which it 
knelt during the operation, stood bolt upright, 
grasping its head in its outstretched right hdnd. 
And frirthermore, imagine if you can, the state of 
mind in which the terrified throng heard the blood- 
less lips pronounce this unpoetic rhyme — 

** Dyke of Aror be burst, and flow 
Hakro perennial to the main : 

Swim ye Hsh, ye lilies grow 

Where SazQmahs plough the sultry plain !" 

Now the bund or embankment of Aror* had, 
hundreds of years before the time of Jam Tamachi, 
been thrown across the Indus by the masonic prowess 
of an honourable husband, who to save his fair 
spouse from the tyrant Dilu Bahi’s f importimities, 
diverted the main stream into its present rocky bed, 
and escaped from the ruthless king’s capital, vid the 
n«w cut. As for Hakro flowing, no one thought it 

* AroFf a city once celebrated in Scinde, is located by antiquaries about 
four miles eastward of the Indus at Sukkur and Itoliri. 
i* Sco Chap. V. 
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possible that the old dried*up bed would ever be 
restored to its pristine state ; and yet there stood a 
corpse pertinaciously aud positively assuring them 
t^t the Sammah tribe of Scindees, who for the 
most part inhabit the sandy aud sterile eastern 
frontier towards Jesulmere, should dine on such 
luxuries as pullah * fish and aquatic roots. 

Satisfied apparently with the amount of commo- 
tion caused by its display of eloquence, the corpse 
turned upon its heel and deliberately walked out of 
the audience haU, through the crowded streets in the 
direction of the Desert. 

Then arose tlie second sufferer, and with the 
malicious eagerness with which man communicates 
bad news to man, pronounced these prophetic 
words — 

Steeds, gaunt and bluo,t pour from tho North, 

And matrons walk the crowded : 

Then, Scindo ! incline thj stubborn head 
Unto the strangers' $ sabre sway.” 

That individual left the palace amidst a fresh thrill 

* The **aable fish,'* heroabonti a fiivourite article of food* See 
Chap. zxTiii. 

i* A grej honey in Persian ond Sdndeo, is called **blno.*’ The people 
could not but think of this prediction when they saw our cairalryy who are 
generally mounted on light-coloured Arabs, marching down from Sukknr to 
attack Hyderabad. 

X In the original " Tajyani," a word with a plurality of signification, orj 
rather, none at aU in portieiilar. 
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of horror. Besides the sceptre of Delhi^ the natives 
of Scindc only feared the AfFghan sword. Affghan- 
istan, you know^ Mr. Bulh is north of Scinde, and 
the idea of their already too gay dames and too 
coquettish damsels being allowed to go about the 
streets and bazaars without any let or hindrance 
whatcveri was too hard for them to stomach. The 
threat of slavery^ the “ tail of the storm/' fell almost 
unheeded upon their cars^ so stunned were they by 
the outburst that preceded it. 

The third corpse^ probably in pity of their mental 
tortures, changed the subject and became extremely 
oracular and ambiguous — 

" For years to como broad Ar shall flow ; 

Uut when it dries by Fate’s decree. 

The fierce Beloch shall sell his .-^on 
For silver pieces two and throe.” 

Now the Ar or Bhagar, the western outlet of the 
Indus, was of no particular importance to the 
people of Tattah : moreover, in those days, they 
knew little and cared less about their fiiture rulers, 
the Belochies, a tribe of hill barbarians. Modern 
Scindians would have recognised in a moment the 
mystic meaning of the quatrain, which points 
unerringly to the social position of that people in 
the present day, when the descendant of a Talpur or 



THE FISHERMEN PROPHESY. 


16 U 


n^al Beloch and the progeny of a Machhi* are equal 
as two pennyweights in the well-poised balance which 
British Equity holds before an admiring world. 

But lest the crowd should, we must suppose, 
think themselves quite out of the scrape, corpse 
number four, after going through the usual pre- 
liminaries, began to predict a direct and direful 
disaster : — 

“ I hear from Lor tho sound of strife, 

I see tho hosts from Siro haste ; 

. Then, Scinde ! from 'twixt tho South and East 
The brand of war thy shores shall waste.'* 

Here was a terrible conglomeration of misfortunes; 
a war beginning from Lar (Lower Scinde) ; again 
the prospect of those abominable Affghans attacking 
Siro (the upper districts), and the certainty that both 
provinces would be involved in the common calamity. 
Intensely bitter became the reflections of the 
Tattaites when the current of their thoughts was 
diverted by another prediction, which acted upon 
the mental palate like a sugar-plum after a blacV 
dose — ^to reverse Tasso's most epic image. 

Karo Kaboro’s walls diall view 
Fierce combat raging half a day ; 

The Mirmichi shall routed be^ 

Then, Scinde 1 once more bo blithe and gay." 

* A low enste of Sdndians. 

voK I. r 
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Their sepulchres, which are shown to the present 
day, prove, or ought to prove, I suppose, that what is 
said to have occurred, occurred. 

Some of these rugged rhymes are palpably of modem 
growth ; others are ancient, and have probably been 
handed down from fiither to son for generations 
past.* You would scarcely believe, Mr. Bull — ^unless 
at least you heard it from so wdl-informed a com- 
pagnon de voyage as myself — the effect they have 
exercised upon the fortunes of this province. The 
Lycophronic designation Mirmichi,** after being 
applied successively to the Indians, Affghans, Jats, 
and others, descended in due course of time to the 
next ruling race, the Belochies. Variee lectiones began 
to creep in. The last couplet of the sixth corpse's 
quatrain was thus amended : 

** Their locks are black as jet above. 

Their raiment darkly blue below — 

a description applicable to the inhabitants of half 

* Who will write us a work on uninepired prophecy ? It ought to be 
a most amusing and a most interesting one. The eastern world is full of 
curious predictions ; for instance — 

The Chinese expected hann from a foreign tribe ruled by a woman. 

The Burmese learned from their Merlin that they should be invincibloy 
until a ship, without oars or sails, stemmed the rapid course of the Irawaddy. 

And, to quote no others, the wild tribes of Southern Africa, as the 
accomplished authoress of tho ^ Cape and the Caffivs informs us, felt 
prepared to be beaten when they saw Uio long-foreseen sca-wnggons touch 
their shores. 
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Central Asia. When, after many petty squabbles 
with Bombay — so th^ interpreted the origin of the 
storm firom between south and east — a force march* 
ing from Lower Sdnde, under Sir John Keane, 
threatened them with war; and finally, wlien Sir 
Charles Napier, hurrying down from Sukkur with 
his cavalry, mounted on gaunt "blue" steeds, the 
self-named " Mirmichi " felt certain that their hour 
was come. They fought, but with diminished spirit, 
like the garrison of Bhurtporo when besieged by 
their fitted captnrer the " Lord Alligator." Thus 
the prediction, as we so often see in such matters, 
verified itsdf. To the present day the Scindians 
swear by these prophecies; the Bhagar creek is 
gradually shrinking, the proud Beloch has lost all 
the privileges which he once enjt^ed as the ruling 
race; ladies do walk the streets much more than 
th^ used to do, and Kurrachee, "beneath the 
Nagar*s shade," («.e. not fiir firom it) has ousted 
Hyderabad, from its ancient position, as capital of 
the country. True the dyke of Aror remains, the 
Hakro has not yet provided the hungry Sammahs 

* It mm predictad that Bhiirtpoia wu impragnable to anjthing bot a 
KnmbhooTy or aUigirtor. " KamblMor meer” wonld mean the ** Lord 

Alligator ” and solBciendj leienibled Combenneie to lonnd nncomfoitable 
in Hindoo oaia. 
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with any fishes, and there has been no battle at the 
place called Karo Kabaro. But these are little flaws 
which must be regarded with the indulgence usually 
extended' by you, Mr. Bull* to poesy, painting, and 
the other trades which deal wholesale in imaginative 
material. 

Pray look not so contemptuous and high*minded 
at what you term the " poor devils’ superstition and 
credulity.” These are weeds which grow all the 
world over, in every age and in every clime. When- 
ever the public mind, civilised or barbarous, becomes 
excited, it flics directly to the marvellous, the pre* 
tematural, and the supernatural, even as a gentleman 
in distress does to the bottle. 

I could elucidate this assertion by many an 
example, but not having time to dress and deck it 
in the elaborate garb it deserves to wear, I prefhr, 
with your permission, to leave it in the naked form 
of a dictum. But before parting with the subject, 
1 recollect reading a legend in some old French 
book — name long since forgotten — which matches so 
admirably with what T have just been narrating, 
that for the life of me I cannot help narrating it in 
my own way for your edification. 

As one Dennis, of beatified memory, was trudging 
in company with a little knot of friends towards a 
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muddy town and camp, called Lutetis Paririorum, 
then garrisoned by a legion of pagan Romans, he 
came upon one of their outposts on a hill not far 
from the end of his journey. The spirit moved the 
holy Areopagite to turn into one of the leathern tents, 
tenanted by the fighting men, and to begin a dis- 
course which presently collected around him half a 
century of soldiers, and hundreds of the Lizte, or 
camp followers. 

The harangue— I take the liberty of presuming^ 
for such is almost invariably the case — ^began with 
an exhortation to the men-at-arms, about meuding 
their ways, figuratively, not literally, and becoming 
Christians. From which pr(q[»er fidd for good advice 
and much prosing, it slipped insensibly into a debate- 
able dangerous bit of ground, violent abuse of 
heathenism, and all heathens, young and old, male and 
female, priests, laymen and vestal vii^ins, pdl mell. 

*‘Idnmue$t honetrei /* — thafstoo much of a good 
thing,— said a firpwning old Triarins, or grenadier, six 
feet and a half high, with a beard like a bear’s back, 
and a fuse gridironed with acara. 

Foe teneat maaiUam tme ” — ^make the parson oove 
hold his jaw then,— cried a pert VeleB, or light infimtry 
man. 

^^ Nothing easier—^ here goes,” growled the 
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veteran ruffian, walking off to the tent of his cen- 
turion. 

The vieiUe nunutaehe was right. Captain Caius 
Flaccus Luscinus ^milianus Indicus — ^he derived his 
second cognomen, or agnomen, from having served 
twenty years in India with the * * * Buffb— disliked 
nothing more than a Frenchman, save and except only 
a Christian. Military law was not quite so deeply 
studied, or so wdl defined in those days as it is now. 
So the gallant officer found little difficulty in making 
out a case of felony agamst the holy St. Dennis and 
his friends, who, by the by, had done absolutely 
nothing but shake over their bare feet at the prospect 
of appropinquate martyrdom. All were seised at 
onc^ -were unmercifully kicked and mauled, lest 
decapitatiou might not he a sufficient ptinishment, 
and finally were beheaded with extreme brutality, 
for their clothes formed so ragged a perquisite, and 
their pockets were so painfully light, that no amount 
of supplication would induce Calcraftus, the lictor, to 
do his work like a gentleman; 

The saint was the last to suffer. In the fervour 
of his orisons, ne had quite forgotten one thing, 
namely, that his bones, which might be so useful in 
healing the bodies and souls of mankind, would be 
quite lost to the world, if thrown, as they were likely 
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to be, into the nearest ditch, to moulder awa^ in 
obscure corruption. So, leaving his six friends, 
whose fidth did not enable them to praform such 
achievements, St. Dennis rose from the blood- 
stained ground, and carrying his head — ^whose frontal 
portion frowned like a Saracen's upon the discom- 
fited pagans — ^in his hand, he walked directly into 
the " City of Mud,” where, after a short consultation 
with the Very Beverend the Diocesan of that diocese, 
he was duly '* put to bed with the shovel,” in the 
firm and pious hope of becoming, at some future 
time, a ton of reliques. 

I forget whether the hard heart of Captain Caius 
Flaccus Luscinus JSmilianus Indicus was melted by 
the occurrence, or whether he died, as he lived, a 
pestilent heathen. But I perfectly recollect, that 
there is, near Paris, a place called Montmartre, 
the Mount of Martyrs, and, I consider the name 
proof positive that the event above detailed really 
occurred. 

And, Mr. Bull, you cannot need reminding, that 
during the last few years —48, — 49, — 50, and — 51, 
all kinds of Welsh and German predictions about 
crowned heads, war, fismine, and grave-diggers have 
been flying about in the months of men. None, of 
course, believed in, though all knew and quoted 
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them : but had they turned out true, which unfor- 
tunately they did not, th^ had at least as fiiir a 
chance of descending to posterity as the rhymes of 
the Seven Fisliermen. 
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CHAPTER X. 

SOONDAN AND JBBBUCK. 

Two places to which I am about to introduce you, 
rather for the ceremonial and uniformity of the 
thing than with the expectation that you will derive 
much pleasure firom the acqtudntaace. 

I dare say, the joum^ fitom Kiignr to Soondan, 
the nearest village in the Hyderabad road, was thus 
noted in your diary : 

"Rose early, mounted old Arab, lost the way 
three times ; cold and comfortless ; did not arrive at 
encampment-ground till nine; five* hours doing 
ten miles I Place where tent stood, dirty and 
disagreeable. Breakfiisted as usual, sl^, awoke 
at 2 p.M. Splendid afternoon. Dined at tiiree ; at 
four, walked a mile or two to see some large domed 
tombs ; I am sick of them, but that fellow B. wiU 
insist upon my visiting all the sights. All to be 
seen was a troop ' of beggars, calling themselves 
' Fukyers,* who looked very surly befinre I gave 
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them a few coppers. Returned to tea; went to 
bed under quilt first time since leaving dear old 
England.” 

And I have no doubt, ob you unromantic old 
fellow 1 that you cbronided tbe next day's march in 
a very similar style. 

We started, you may remember, en rouie for 
Jerruck, winding along tbe skirts of many ridgy 
heights, now descending into the thickly-wooded 
plain that lines the margin of the river; then again 
ascending the stony hills that constitute its western 
barrier. 

About half way we passed through a long Shikar- 
gah, which has gained a perdurable ill name. This 
is supposed to be the hunting forest where those 
flinty-hearted despots, the Talpur Amirs, " like the 
first Norman in Bolderwood, razed a populous village 
to the ground, and exiled its inhabitants to a distant 
district, because the crowing of the cocks and other 
rural sounds of its human and bestial population dis- 
turbed the game in the neighbouring preserve.” 

When you are in the highly moral and philan- 
thropic mood, — you are liable to such complaints 
by fits and starts, Mr. Bull, — ^what fi>od for reflection 
and dissertation does such a fact afford you ! The 
stony bosom of despotism, — ^Nero and his harp, — 
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William the Conqueror and William sumamed 
Rnfiia , — " the eqpu/ tnoriuum of tyranny diatilled 
down step by step, from its first outbreaks in the 
insolence of place and the intoxication of success, 
till it ends in the destruction of villages (the plural), 
and the expulsion of a. population (rather an extensive 
singular!) for the creation of hunting' ground.” 
These, I repeat, are pregnant themes. 

Then came to mind that dear old Oliver’s rod- 
taught lines upon the subject of deserted villages, 
teeming with images of lovely ruralities and romantic 
ideas of purity and happiness, which your boyish 
fancy was most erroneously wont to associate with 
country life. With what fervour you recited that 
beautiful passage - 

« Aa some tall cliff that lifts Us airftil form, 

SweUs firom the 'valc^ and midwiqr Iwtm the storm, 

Though round its breast the rolling doudsere spread, 
Eteniol sunshine settles on its head.” 

Not that the quotation was very h-propot , — ^but still. 
And though grim Reason suggested, that these 
Caligulas of Sdnde had a perfect right to do what 
they pleased with their own properQr, how willingly 
you turned an ear to the small, still voice which 
informed yon that the ruin of that ungodly race was 
the retributive decree of Providence. 
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However, about all this there ia a great deal oS 
miaapprdienaioii, the growth, I concehre, of a hotbed 
of "humbug." It ia a curious illustration of 
Sathanaa and his scriptural quotations, that when- 
ever good Madam Britannia is about to break the 
eighth commandment, she rimultaneonsly displays a 
lot of piety, much rhapsodising about the bright 
dawn of Christianity, the finger of Providence, the 
spread of civilisation, and the infinite benefit con- 
fierred upon barbarians by her permitting them to 
become her sulgects, and pay their rents to her. 
Examine this omni-quoted Shikargah tyranny-griev- 
ance. In Scinde each component house of a fiourish- 
ing village would be rased to the ground, carried 
bodily ten miles off, re-erected and re-inhabited at 
the probable expense of two shillings and sixpence 
per domicile. Moreover, I regret to say, that the 
Scindians, like foreigners in general, having no 
word to explain your " home," attach none of those 
pretty ideas to the place in question, which supply 
Mr. John Bull, Mrs. B. and the children, with matter 
for eternal maudlin. 

Ton remarked, as we passed through, the d^ grass 
smouldering under our horses' hoofe. This Shikargah 
appears to have a "fistal facility" of catching fire: I 
have passed through it half a dosen times, and always 
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found some part of it burning. Here it was that 
three fine joung officers of the 2nd Queen's, then 
marching northward under Sir John Kean^ lost 
their lives. A court of inquest assembled, and 
recorded a verdict of accidental death. The men of 
the regiment, of course, were furious, as th^ had a 
prospect of fighting the Belochies; and, although 
there was no evidence to prove that the enemy had 
been guilty of foul play, like soldiers generally at 
such a conjuncture, th^ were more than willing to 
find something to be immensely ferodous and blood- 
thirsty about. This is the way in this part of the 
world. You seldom hear of men going into battle 
without some aggravated personal grievance, such as 
the loss of an officer, a fnend, a dog, a wife, or a 
box. One old Scotchman, in Afl'ghanistan, never 
spared a life, it is said, because the women were in 
the habit of crying out " amon !" (quarter I) which 
Sawney, tran s lating into a petition for " a mon,” con- 
sidered a liberty, so gross as to justify any amoimt of 
severity. 

Probably the poor iGellows had set fire to the 
jungle in order to start the gam^ and a sudden 
change of wind had brought the fiame down upon 
them. You can scarcely imagine how ea^ it is to 
be burned to death in one of these places. All 
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beneath the tall tamarisk, acacia, mimosa, and 
poplar trees,'i‘ is a mass of matted underwood, 
luxuriant sedge, rank weeds, and long grass, whidi 
in the dry season are inflammable as Gterman tinder. 
Your servants and camda pass through the first, say 
an hour before yon, smoking their pipes and dropping 
the fire in all directions. Yon follow them probably 
by another and neighbouring cut, jog^ng slowly 
along, thinking of breakfitst or whistling for want of 
other occupation. Suddenly a sharp crackling and 
a loud roaring behind yon make yon prick up your 
ears; yon look round and see a huge tongue of 
flame playfully attempting to lick your back. In a 
firantic state of mind you dap spurs to your steed, 
and if fear do not deprive him of the use of his 
limbs, or if on the other hand, fear do not him 
onward so blindly that the bough- of a tree sweeps 
you off his back; if the path before you be not 
bright with red-hot ashes upon which no horse will 
tread; and finally, if the fire foil to catdi you up 
behind, or to meet yon in firout — for one of th^ 
five contingencies you must be prepared — escape is 
posable. Ficevcrad, there will be aCourt of Inquest. 
K on foot you are sure to ascend some tree, an act 

* The bhan, e kind of poplar, ia the moat remarkable tree in thb part 
ofSdnde. 
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of infiitnation wUch no one, situated as yon aie, fails 
to commit; yon are asphiziated by dense rolling 
clouds of hot black smoke spangled irith little bits of 
burning straw ; the flames are roaring for you below ; 
you leap wildly from your ilbselected place of refiige ; 
you speedily become a distressing spectacle." — 

* * * * 

As, mounting the brow of a hill, we caught sight 
of a line of water inclosed by jungly banks still 
purpling in 'the imperfect morning light, I elevated 
myself, if yon recollect, upon my stirrups, extended 
my right arm, and with the impressive expression of 
countenance with which an effective cicerone stand* 
ing at the Camaldoli, pronounces the apophthegm, 
"Yedi Napoli e poi muori,"' I looked at yon and 
exclaimed — 

"There, Mr. Bull, lies the fiir-&med, the classic 
Indus ! " 

Now, a year or two after your return home you 
will probably forget let actuaUtiSt of the scene. You 
will find it necessaiy to suppose fiict^ as you will 
have discovered that the Childe Harold style " goes 
down," sodety*s throat much more glibly than that 
of Matthews or Smollett — ^the quei^oas and the 
therefore yon will become impressionable, 
romantic, poetical, semi-snblime, et cetera. 
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And one of these days, sir, when I detect you 
describing to a delighted lady audience "the strong 
-~-the overpowering emotion with which yon con- 
templated the scene of Alexander’s c^ories:" when 
I hear you solemnly asseverating that "never before 
did the worship of water or water-gods appear to 
yon so excusable, as in observing the blessings every- 
where diffused by this mighty and beneficent 
stream,” — 

Then, sir, I shall whisper in yonr ear, "No^ Mr. 
Bull, you did nothing of the kind. Ton lodced 
surlily me when I attempted to kindle the fbel of 
enthusiasm latent in yonr bosom, and yon remarked 
that die river wasn’t broader than the Thames at 
Bladi’all. This yon corrected to the Thames at 
Green’ich, and between Greenwich and BlaekwaU 
yon stndc till we reached the margin of the stream. 
Then yon swore that it was still as a mill-pond, find 
as a London sewer, shallow, flat-banked, fidl of sand 
ialet^ — briefly, an ugly sight. Even the lovely 
aoadas, whose yellow locks drooped gtacefidly over 
the wave, as if th^ were so many Undinea ganng 
fimdly into their natal depths, could not force a 
single expression of admiration from yon.” 

* « * * 

Jermck is the first town yon have seen 


not built 
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upon the alluTial flat formed by the Indus. It 
occupies the summit of an irregular height, the last 
of the broken chain over and along which we have 
travelled. These hills generally rise about one 
hundred feet above the plain, and have flat tops 
with areas of different extents varying firom fifty 
yards square to half a mile or so. The span of rock 
upon which the town is built, forms a headland pro* 
jecting into the river, and thus checks its excursions 
towards the westward. 

The cantonment is slightly fortified. You see 
below the town that hard dry plain composed of 
sandstone and covered with a dibris of iron ore 
instead of the vegetable matter one usually expects 
plains to produce. At one time that was considered 
a good position for a large garrison, as it commands 
the navigation of the river, would never want good 
water and supplier and is situated in a healthy 
climate near a place of some importance — ^the grand 
mart to which the wild mountaineers of Belochistan 
resort for plmuure and profit. At present Jerruck 
is only an outpos^ the garrison consisting in Mo of 
a company of sepoys detached from a regiment at 
Hyderabad, with a atditaiy lieutenant to command 
and drill them. Some time ago, here was the head- 
quarter station of. the Camel Baggage Corps, a 
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mixture of men and beasts, very eflSdent in time of 
war, but uncommonly expensive in peace, compounded 
by tbe conqueror of Sdnde as a sedative to another 
complaint in the constitution of the Indian army, 
namely, tbe inconceivable quantity of kit and 
baggage with which we are popularly supposed to be 
in the habit of marching. What terrible things 
these pet grievances are ! 

* « * * 

We have not spent an exdting day. The officer 
commanding at Jerruck,^’ after recdving our 
offidal reports of arrival, paid ns a long visit, but, as 
often happens, the poor fcffiow has become quite an 
Orson, and has utterly forgotten that there are any 
topics of conversation but shikar — sport — and his 
paltan or battalion. We passed an hour or two 
pleasantly enough in directing our spy-glasses at 
the ladies, who were disporting themselves in tbe 
muddy waters of the " Classic." After which, we 
walked through the town, were barked at by the 
pariah dogs, stared at and called Kaffirs by the little 
children — blessed effects of British liberty I giggled 
at by certain fair dames with roguiah eyea, and 
avdded by the rest of the population. But we did 
not remain long in the streets: I know no place 
where one your thorongh-bred continental-Engliah 
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flaneur* would be more out of place than in a Young 
Egypt town. Descending the western side of the 
hill, you remarked an attempt at sculpture, a huge 
misshaped form which I informed you was Hanuman, 
the Hindoo monkey-god. And I took the oppor- 
tunity to remark that the worshippers had just 
decorated his countenance with a coat of vermilion, 
not soldy for the purpose of rouge, but as a compli- 
ment to his baboon deityship — a practice anciently 
western as wdl as eastern. Then we stood for a 
few minutes to see a native horseman, one of the 
mounted police, which acts the compound rdk of 
gendarmerie and Cossacks in these regions, exercis- 
ing his charger on the plain below ; teaching him to 
bound off at full speed when he felt the heel ; to stop 
dead, with the best chance of iiguiing his back sinews, 
when the rein was drawn ; to canter over a figure 
of 8, gradually contracting its dimensions till the 
quadruped leant over at an angleof 45°, and to gallop 
like mad whilst the ownn threw himself over the 
off-side, and hanging by his left heel to the cantle, 
picked up his spear firom off the ground. Then we 
returned home to dinner, and now here we vxe— 
sitting upon the banks of the Indus, and wondering 
what we axe to do next. 
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I recollect a aomewhot curious ereut which 
occurred at Jerrook, and as it illustrates certain ori- 
ental states of mind and phases of feding whidi 70U, 
Mr. BuU, have long since forgotten, I wiU forthwith 
recount it to you. Before Sdnde was thoroughly 
settled hy our bayonets, little Jeiruck was committed 
to the safely of one Agha Khan, a Persian noble, who, 
haring fled his native country in consequence of an 
attempt at rebellion ridiculous even in that land of 
eternal ridiculous rebellion^ turned condotHere, and 
with his troop of ruffians took serrice under us. 
Beceiring orders to garrison the town, the worthy 
descendant of the ancient Ismailiyah chiefs* at 
once assumed command, issued proclamations direct- 
ing the timid inhabitants to hoard and lodge his 
men gratis, leried a kind of tribute from all who 
could pay it, unmercifully bullied all who could no^ 
and, in riiort, invested himsdf with all the outward 
and riaUe signs of royal rank and dignify. 

Some wedu the Agha spent in his new king- 
dom, leading a life after Sancho Pansa^s own 
heart; perhaps exceeding a little in the drinking and 
love-making lines. His followers following his 
example, “eat, swilled, and played,*' till Jermck 

* A fleet that had the power of producing the Old Man of the Mountain^ 
of whom Chrifltendom hae heeid and read eo much. 
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became another Ninereh on a very small scale. 
The Bdochiea, having nothing better to do, had 
threatened to attack it a doien times or so, hnt the 
Agha langhed at their beards. Were they not hogs 
of Sunnis ? * Had he not dishononred all their 
mothers ? And had he not done the strangest 
possible things to their father’s graves? Whose 
dogs were thqr that th^ shonld dare to fuse the 
death-dealing scimitar of the Iioonee ? f — mouth the 
word well. 

A parenthesial Collect the noted liars and 
boasters, the Munchansens and Gascons of both 
hemispheres, I will back the first pure Persian I 
chance to pick up against the whide fidd. 

One evening the Agha had just finished his 
dinner, and was preparing for a game of back- 
gammon or chess, which he was snre.to win, as no 
man dared to win it from him; the drinking-cnps 
and the bottles were ranged in a line befine him; 
the mnsidans were twanging and howling in a comer 
of the room; every thing vras prepared fiv a quiet 
« at home ; 

When all of a sudden, half-mad with fbar, mahed 

* Tho A|^ mi a Shleh— a Plrotoiteot, u It wwi ^ rnwn i a Simiii, 
or Bomanift. 

f Inn, gooenll j pronoimoed Irooiip Fenia ; liooBoe^ a Fnilaii. 
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in an unfortunate Scindee, bringing the intelligence 
that a body of at least fifty thousand Bdochies — 
two of the «7phers were as usual de trap — ^had 
arrived within a mile of Jerruck, that he himself 
had seen them, and had hurried on to give the Agha 
wamii^, lest he and his heroes should be attacked 
unawares. 

You, Mr. Bull, or I, under snch circumstances, 
would most probably have given the fellow a handful 
of rupees, and then would have turned out to inspect 
the guards, and to make preparations for a set-to — 
possibly dispositions for a retreat, should such 
measure be deemed advisable. 

“Sriae that pup of unmarried parents,” roared 
the Agha in tremendous wrath; "here with the 
pole I Where are the rods, ye dog-papas? ” * 

The attendants, thus designated, indignant as 
their master at the insult which had been offered to 
him, were proportionately active in resenting it. 
In a moment the Scindee was on his back; in 
anotha his ancles were lashed tight to .the stout 
staff supported upon two fiellows* shoulders, and long 
befinre the minute was over, four stout ruffians were 
" quilling ” the unfortunate’s soles and toes, even as 


* A litenl tnmdation of the eommon addroit to Inferioi^ " bobo-Mg." 
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upholsterers^ boys in Italy beat out the stuffing of 
old mattresses^ whilst their master stood up ejaculat- 
ing, Wurin / Wurin ! ! * with all the dignity of a 
Kajjar. The Agha was in no mood to be merdfiil, 
and it is a common practice among iPersians when 
you prescribe a sound flogging, to make any one who 
spares the sufferer share his fate. 

When at length the Scindee had fainted from 
pain and loss of blood, the Agha was graciously 
pleased to deliver himself of a wave of the hand, 
which the executioners understood to signify that a 
quantum auffidt of chastisement had been admin- 
istered. 

" And what was he chastised for ? 

What for 7 for the abominable crime of showing 
his belief that child of man could possibly be so 
audacious as to conceive the project of attacking 
such a personage as Agha Khan. 

Two hundred years ago, Mr. Bull, you would not 
have put the question. Let us refer back to the 
history of your own island for a proof. None will 
do better than a short extract from old Andrew de 
Wyntoun's " Orygynale Cronykil'' of Scotland. 

* * Strike 1** The word ie Tiirkitliy e Imgnage piefened bj the 
pveieDt ruling ftinilj of Penia, who iure Kajjar Turing on aoeotuit of ita 
aevere and digniSed loiioniuaneni 


von 1 . 
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When David II., after nine or ten years’ captivity 
in the so-called meny England, was ransomed by his 
nobles, he jonmeyed northward, and arrived with 
the slenderest of retinues at Berwick, where 

— — “ Upon the mom when he 

Should wendf till his counsel privy 
The folk, ss they were wont to do. 

Pressed right rudely in thereto. 

But he right suddenly can siiaoe 
Out of a macer's hand a mace. 

And said rudely, ^How do we nowl* 

Stand still, or the proudest of you 
Shall on the head have with this mace 1** 

In the nineteenth century you are disposed to 
think that the "just Kynge Davie” was g^ty of a 
gross outrage in threatening to crack the polls of 
his subjects, who, after doing so much for, were 
pressing forward to see and greet their ransomed 
sovereign;- and you cannot but wonder how the 
priestly bard brings himself to justify his liegei’s 
violence by a long encomium upon the sulgect of 
« zadnre” (rigour) ; — 

" Baduze in Prince is a good thing: 

For, but radurs^ all governing 
Shall all times but despiaed be.” 

In Sdnde still, as in England whUome^ if yon do 
not occasionally shake the bit in the animal’s mouth. 
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and administer a severe twitch or twd to remind him 
that he has a master^ he is sorely apt to forget the 
fact, or to remember it with the intention of changing 
places with that master the first opportunity that 
presents itself. 

But you have had time to bury such barbarisms 
in oblivion. When the late Pacha of Egypt was 
dying you wondered excessively what could be the 
use of a proclamation which threatened instant 
decapitation to any man that dared assert the ruler 
was defunct. We semi-orientals understood the 
object of it perfectly well. In many Eastern coun- 
tries the moment the throne becomes vacant, all the 
canaille and numoaia ngets of the different cities, and 
all the wild tribes in their vicinity, begin to run riot, 
to rob, ravirii, and plunder d tart et h travere ; and 
the successor to the vacant seat of dignity, after pro- 
bably a year’s hard fighting, ending with a dearly 
bought victory, which enables him to blind a score 
or two of undes, brothers, cousins, and other kins- 
men, has to mardi an army against his own subjects, 
with the unpleasant necessity of diminishing their 
numbers by the axe, the cord, and the stake, and of 
iiignring his revenue by leading a host of human 
locusts through the land. 

However, to oondude my tale of Agha Khan: 
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Scarcely had the wretched Scindian's lacerated 
stumps been stuck in a neighbouring dunghill — ^the 
recognised treatment for the complaint under which 
he was labouring — ^when down came the Belo(diies 
upon Jerruck in the most ferocious and rapacious of 
moods. Finding no arrangements made to oppose 
them, they scaled the puddle parapet, dashed into 
the town, cut to pieces every beardless man* th^ 
met, and although they failed to secure the august 
person of the Agha, th^ did not fiul to appropriate 
the contents of his cellar and harem. The potentate 
lost much valuable property in wines and other 
liquors. It was not before some weeks' after- 
wards that he recovered his wives; and when he 
did, he did not appreciate the value of the goods 
in question. 

Jerruck is about one hundred miles along the 
road from Kurrachee. We have now ‘left behind 
Lar or Lower Sdnde. This is Wicholo, f the " cen- 
tral region.^' You can fed that we are travelling 
northwards ; the air becomes sensibly drier, and in 
the nights and mornings more biting. During the 

* Young Peniui, like Uie Turidih Mldieiy* geiienll7 the beeid. 

t Our geognphere utuilly dWide the proTince into two puto. Upper 
end Lower Sdnde ; the point of demueetion being Halehkiodi, a town 
lituated a few milee north of Hyderabad. The natirei^ with more topo- 
gnphical correctncu^ distribute it into three diitricto. 
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summer season the mid-day heats are more violent^ 
as the last breath of the sea breeze is exhaled upon 
the plain of Tattah.* 

* Some Hill tell you it feachei Hjderabul : 1 cuinot, bowoTer, my 
thmt I ever felt it north of Tetteh. 



198 


SCENES IN SCINDE. 


CHAPTER XI. 

KOTRER^A COMEDY OF BAGGAOE-BEASTa— THE 
INTRENCHED CAMP— HYDERABAD. 

A SKETCH of the history and geography of the 
country ? 

Noj Mr. Bull. In the first place^ the subjects 
have been exhausted by a host of industrious Orien- 
talists. Secondly^ their failures in interesting you, and 
the per se deadly uninteresting nature of the theme, 
do imperatively forbid my making the attempt. 

Oriental history,* sir, may be separated into two 
forms of matter. The ancient is a collection of 
wildly imaginative and most unartful legends and 
traditions, preserved or invented by individuals who 
were like old Livy^s authorities — 

— - "for profound 

And solid lying much renowned ; 

from the mighty mass of which dross and rubbish 

* Tlieso remarks are mainly intended as a general character uf 
Oriental Ilistoricgrapliy. 
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no workman less cunning than Niebuhr or Arnold 
could extract the smallest quantity of ore. 

The chronicles of the times that range within 
authenticity, are masses of proper names connected 
by a string of adventure spun out with peculiar fine- 
ness — impartially told as the most unimportant 
events are, at least as diffusedly detailed as the most 
important — abounding in digressions so unskilfully 
managed that you most fail to discover when the 
author starts for or returns from his bye-way trip ; 
prolix where they should he concise, and compendious 
where minuteness is desirable, full of the valueless 
facts of histoiy, void of the invaluable philosophy of 
history, and generally deficient in all that highly 
educated Europe has determined to be the " duty of 
a wise and worthy writer of history.” 

As an instance: "In short, after the capture of 

Alor, the metropolis of the province, all the dependent 

states becoming tranquil, the people returned to their 

usual avocations, and felt grateful to Mohammed 

$ 

bin Kasim. He constituted Harun the son of Kais, 
the son of Bawah, the Asidi, governor of Alor, and 
with the dignity of Kasi he invested Musa, the son 
of Yakrib, the son of Tai, the son of Nashban, the 
son of Usman, the Sakufi; and he constituted 
Widah, the son of Ahmed, the Nejdi, commandant 
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of the city of Brahmanabad, and he gave the fort of 
Rawur to Naubat, the son of Daraz, and the laud of 
Korah to Bazl, the son of Halawi. Then he turned 
towards Multan, and on his way arrived at the strong* 
hold called Bahijch, whence Kulsnr, the son of 
Chandra, the son of Silabij, a cousin of Dahir’s, and 
his enemy, came forth and tendered, his allegiance. 
After that, they conquered the fort of Sakar' and 
left Attah the son of Juraahi to command it. Then 
seizing Multan and all its dependencies, forts, strong- 
holds and other places, Kazimah the sou of Abd-el- 
Malik, the son of Tamim, was left at Mahpur, and 
Daud, the son of Musa, the son of Walid, the Ham- 
mami, being a trustworthy man, was appointed 
governor of Multan.” 

Now Brahmanabad — a wrong name by the by * — 
was cme of the principal cities in Scinde, and the 
fortress of Multan has ever been the “key of Western 
India.” Yet the author dismisses them summarily 
as he does unknown Bawur or obscure Bahijah. 

The rhyming chroniclers — as amongst us in 
ancient times there are poetic historians in the East 
— ^may be characterised as a body of court flatterers, 
who select for their uninteresting effusions, some 


^ Became the word is partlf Sanicrit, partlj Pemian ; conMquently 
not Scindiiin. 
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theme which sounds musical enough in the prince^ 
ears to provoke his liberality. 

Bothj poetic and prosaic, are full of such "vehe- 
ment, iterated, and unblushing fidsehoods that the 
perusal of their pages presently becomes a painful 
task. 

And, finally, there is a fatiguing monotony in the 
veiy stuff of Oriental history. Invariably some 
humble hero, or small statesman raises himself in 
the world by his good sword, pen, or tongue. Either 
he or his son dethrones an effete dynasty, and with 
the full consent of the people, constitutes himself 
their rightful despot. In the course of three gene- 
rations the new family grows old, imitates their pre- 
decessors, and produces nothing but a swarm of 
villains, cowards, and debauchees ; the last of whom is, 
with rigid retributive justice, in due time dethroned 
by some other small statesman or humble hero. 
And so on. 

The history and geography of Scinde in the olden 
time, are equally and exceedingly unsatisfactory. 

The country contains few memorials of by-gone 
ages, and no monuments of antiquity from which 
we modems may pick up gleanings of information. 
Hindoo writers are all but silent upon the subject, 
infinitely as it interests their race. The Moslem 
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accounts of it, commence in the first century of the 
Hijrah. Concerning the mighty torrent of Sanscrit- 
speaking people who, three thousand years before our 
race, poured firom the bleak hills and blooming vall^s 
of Central Asia, to deluge the plains of India, nothing 
but the bare fact has descended to us. Between the 
trips which the Macedonians made down the Sindhi^* 
and the march of the Moslem up its banks there is a 
hopeless blank of eleven centuries. Though passed 
and repassed by each countless horde that hurried to 
enrich and enjoy itsdf in — 

** The land of fatal wealth and channs/’ 

not an inscription or even a stone remains in the 
country to mark a single circumstance. The pro- 
vince is a sloping sur&ce of silt and sand, through 
which the Indus cuts its varying way with a facility 
that passes description. A few. feet of brickwork 
built up in the bed might diverge the stream into 
another channel, cause the decline and downfall of 
a metropolis and twenty towns, convert a region of 
gardens into a silt desert, and tranfer plenty and 
population to what a month before was a glaxing 
waste. 

As regards the ancient course of the Lower Indus, 


* The Tndns. 
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infinite has been the speculation, the theorisation, 
the dissertation, the argument, and the contradiction 
upon this much Texed, and now most vexatious sub- 
ject. But listen to the voice of reason, as proceeding 
firom one Dr. Lord.* 

“ The river discharges 800 cnibic feet of mud in 
every second of time ; or a quantity whicli in seven 
months would suffice to form an island 42 mUes long, 
27 miles broad, and 40 feet deep; which (the mean 
depth of the sea on the coast being five fathoms), 
would ccmsequently be elevated 10 feet above the 
surface of the water. Any person who chooses to 
run out this calculation to hundreds and thousands 
of years will be able to satisfy himself that much 
may be done by causes at present in action towards 
manufacturing Deltas." 

Si A A 

This morning we pass over the long flat which 
occupies the right bank of the river. The country 
looks less barren and desolate; there are fewer heaps 
of drifted sand in sight, and there is some verdure 
besides that of Euphorbii^ Ascdepias, Parkinsonia, 
Capparis, Tamarisk, and wild Indigo. We acknow- 
ledge the presence of fields — ^little square places, in 
lines of raised day, to contain and distribnte the 

• In hii " M«molr on tho Pbin of the Indnt.** 
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fertilising fluid drawn up by the Persian wheels 
firom the cuts and canals that branch off from the 
main stream. At this season there is nothing but 
the stubble of mais^ and millet, wheat and barley, 
upon the hard, dry ground. But large scattered 
villages stud the plain, and the inhabitants look 
healthy and well'doing compared with the pallid, 
squalid, meagre wretches in the Delta, who alter 
every sentence complain of " Ohano Tap.” * 

To-day’s encamping ground is an execrable one, 
close to an expanse of ribbed sand, and slimy pools, 
whence the waters of the inundation have just 
retired j and far enough firom any town or village to 
prevent our procuring what man need never want in 
the East — ^milk. We must endure the discomfort as 
we best can. To-morrow we reach Kotree. 

* * * * 

There lies our destination— a thick grove of date 
trees clothing the right side of the stream, with a 
few scattered bimgalows built in and about it, a 
dirty basaar of mud huts, thatched with palmetto 
leaves, crowded with dirtier natives, and a number 
of small flat-bottomed steamers anchored below the 
bank. This is the chief station of the Indus Flotilla, 
a branch of the Indian Navy or Bombay Marine, 


* A terrible ferer. 
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appropriated to the navigation of the river whoae 
name it bears. For the protection of the Stonea 
and the defence of Kotree, there exists, as you may 
see, a small fort, of oriental or mediseval shape — one 
of those straight-curtained, ditchless, round-towered, 
glacis-less things, under the walls of which is' 
dead ground enough for a couple of regiments to 
dine in perfect safety. It has a habit of falling, too ; 
there are no white ants hereabouts, it is said, but 
the saltpetre in the sun-dried bricks ruins buildings 
quite as quickly as those Lilliputian miners could do. 

You now know the discomfort of arriving at a 
civilised place. On the road, we sometimes find 
"Traveller’s Bungalows;" here, as at Kurrachee, 
Hyderabad, and Sukkur — ^in fact, wherever they are 
most required — there is certainly none. This is a 
general rule throughout Western India; you ate 
justified in remarking that the sooner it is broken 
through the better. ' Our servauts having done their 
duty, as they imagine, in pitching our tents, start 
for the bazaar, leaving a "cook-boy" to serve up 
our breakfissts, and a sin§^ horsekeeper to wait 
upon both our nags. Probably they will not return 
for half the day ; and when th^ di^ it will be in a 
state of pronounced inebriation, quanrdUing, fighting, 
and manifesting many other unpleasant oouseqnenoes 
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of sacrificing to Oriental Bacchus. In the jungly 
our minds ate at rest; in the camp th^ are excited, 
restless, uneasy. There are etn^pairiotet within 
hail ; there is a library, a billiard-room, a mess, an 
acquaintance or tw(^ ladies; but how are we to leave 
the tents ? As the place is somewhat civilised, so it 
is literally full of plnnderws : we shall be lucky if 
even our presence prevents their d^redations. 

Opportunely appears a little illustration of the 
Kotree’s character, as by me drawn. A thief has 
been taken for judgment before the Depu^ Collector 
and magistrate ; his case was entered into and dis- 
posed of in about ten minutes — ^law proceedings here 
are not lengthy just now — and sentence passed 
upon him, he has been led out for punishment. 

The fellow's brawny back — ^he is an African slave 
— ^is bared ; his arms and legs are tightly lashed to 
one of the wooden posts which support the oflScial's 
verandah. Then a belted Peon,* scourge in hand, 
works at the black shagreen with all his might. 
The dignitary himself is therq, with a jockey caip 
and a cheroot in his mouth, to superintend the 
chastisement, and give a "moral effect" to the 
scene. But though he urges the willing lasher, and 
there are signs that the discipline is severe enough. 


An attendant upon oflElciol penonagw in India. 
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the alave scarcely takes the trouble of flinching, and 
when at times he howls, it is rather in derision than 
in deprecation. His friends and fellow-countrymen, 
ooalheaTers to the MotUla, stand in a crowd, laughing 
and chatting together: they have tasted English 
liberty for a few months, and are now impudent as 
London cads or an old noblewoman's pet courier. 

* A at iti 

The sooner we leave Koti'ee the better. Our 
camels and horses, raw animals, are not much used 
to the passage of rivers : there will be many a aeena 
before the ferry lands us on the opposite bank. 

First come the camel-men — ^two mountaineers, 
four feet and a half high, and almost as broad as 
they are long; bandy-legged little monsters, with 
broad faces, flat featuzes, swart skins, sha ggy beards, 
and scowls that seem to engross the business of 
their countenances — to swear that their beasts never 
have entered a boat, and, par conaSquence, that thqr 
never wilL Not noticing the fidlacy of the ergo, we 
briefly reply that th^ must, and thus the prologue 
concludes. 

Opens act number onei, with a camel-flght. The 
beasts ate huddled in a herd upon the bank, and, 
not knowing what to do^ a pair of the biggest spon- 
taneously engage in single combat. Th^ are very 
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like Germans in one point ; usually most placid and 
imperturbable^ now that they are excited^ they 
become very devils^ biting and bellowing^ pushing and 
kicking^ with an activity that amazes^ and a violence 
that startles one. Act the first will conclude^ after 
many a shifting scene^ with a tremendous drubbing 
upon the headsi ribs^ and quarters of the principal 
performers by the dubs of the enraged propriktaires. 

Act the second opens with a "lively scene" — 
embarkation. The stage is thus decorated for the 
tableau. 

A quantity of earth is taken from the bank^ and 
so disposed^ that a very inclined plane may lead down 
to the water’s edge. Then an animal is induced to 
advance ; his driverj standing in the ferry-boat, hauls 
at the nose strings, whilst the beast, his tail borne 
pug-dog fashion, and his vocal organs in fullest 
activity, stretches his long neck, and lengthens all 
ijs limbs with a pertinacity and a determination not 
eb move, over which nothing but a perfect storm of 
blows on flank and haunch can prevail. At times, 
holding back and roaring, now with some reason : at 
times slipping and plunging, the patient at length 
reaches the gap that separates bank from boat. 
Another furious struggle. More obstinacy. Nothing 
will persuade him to raise his foreleg and plant foot 
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upon the ferry. He kicks and flounders, now falling 
into the water himself, now pushing half a dozen of 
his assailants into it. At last, a cord is tied round 
the ancle of the near arm ; four men drag at it. A 
dozen, — ^the mob of idlers, gathered around us is 
beginning to take an interest in the struggle, — push 
his buttocks with both hands, and hammer at any 
vacant space with' their sticks and flats, screaming, 
commanding, abusing, and retorting, till main force 
drives him boggling, stamping, scrambling, and 
floundering into the boat, where his nostrils are 
twitched and his long s hins are kicked, till he finds 
it advisable to kneel in all humility. With our ten 
camels, this part of the play will take four hours. 

Act the third and last. The horses appear. Most 
of them hop cleverly over the ferry’s side, and take 
up the position allotted to them as reaSily as if 
entering thdr stalls. But that surly Affghan yahoo * 
of yours is not accustomed to such a luxury of travel, 
and perversely .obstinate as an animal of that very 
Moslem nation might be expected to prove himself, 
he wiU have nothing to do with the strange refine- 
ment. This our men can easily correct. To prevent 
his ladling out, they tie a rope to one of his lbrd^ 
and pull it till the member in question assumes the 


* A pony. 
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legitimate and classical, equestrian statue-form. Then 
two horse-keepers, seizing a long pole, apply the 
middle of it to the recusant’s hinder region, and shore 
till he has nothing to do but either to fall headlong 
upon his nose, or to jump into the boat. He is sure 
to choose the lattor altematire, and after five or six 
repetitions of the exercise, it will become quite 
familiar to him. 

Concluding with the epilogue — a largess of cop- 
pers to the crowd, we also cross. Observe the force 
of the current, how it carries our conveyance down 
the stream. You may see its migratory habits also : 
witness that gentleman’s house, once twenty yards 
from the bank, now seen in itpaccato, one half in, the 
other out of, the river. This is the Entrenched Camp : 
the field-works, which surround it, have given it a 
name. lAiat humble building, somewhat in the form 
of a six dozen daret-chest, magnified and white- 
washed, with the barren court on the east, and a 
garden, grove, and sundry small bungalows to the 
south, is the Agency, still memorable for the gallant 
defence made by a company of Siitish soldiers* 
against a host of enraged Belochies. 

It is about three miles from the Entrenched Camp 

* The Light Compniiy of H.M.'s 22<i Regiment, commanded bj Captain 
Conway. 
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to Hyderabad, along a doaty, ratty dip of plain, 
called a road, planted with trees, which, if watered 
and not eaten by goats, will shadow the next gene* 
ration, across the normal sonthem Sdnde country, a 
network of canals and watercourses spread over strag- 
gling crops of thorns and fir plants. The approach 
to the town is picturesque. We emerge from a little 
grove : on the left, is a hill crowned by a native for- 
tification, with the gaudy shrine of Shah Mekkai, 
and a duster of houses at its foot. To our right, the 
burial-ground, a square endosure, above whose walls 
appear the tops of many tombs, and in front, the 
road that separates the town from its protecting fort, 
winds up the steep and stony hilL 

Hyderabad, latdy the capital of Sdnde, occupies 
the centre of a little island, formed by the Indus and 
one of its multitudinous branches, the Fuladee. The 
nte of the dty is a low chain of limestone hills rising 
afewfeet above the alluvial plain : thefimded advan- 
tages to be derived from commanding ground, pro- 
bably pointed it out as a fit place for a settlement in 
ancient times. 

The town oontaiiu nothing that merits description. 
It is a mass of flat-roofed honses and slqping-roofrd 
huts, separated by narrow, dark, dusty, mr mncUty 
streets and alleys, with here and there a dome and a 
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minaret, a crowded baaaar, and a heap of ruins. The 
principal habitations are two or many-storied, exten- 
sive structures, with naked, glassless windows placed 
jealously high up, and dependent courtyards care- 
fully invested with stiff-looking walls of puddle or 
unbaked bricks. Almost all tenements boast of 
verandahs. 

Except in the market-places, there is little or no 
hustle in the city, and, as we ride through it, the 
people, accustomed to the presence of Europeans, 
scarcely stand to stare at the endemic " calamity,*^ * 
to whose horrors habit has hardened them. The 
ladies know it is useless to beckon us, the fakirs have 
learned the fallacy of begging firom us; the curs 
have forgotten to bark at us, and the infant population 
to taunt us with infideliy^. Every here and there 
we see a knot of sepoys chaffering in the baaaar, 
and officers’ servants sauntering about in the luxury 
of indolence, — we feel that we are in a " Station.” 

The Fort of Hyderabad, conspicuous from afiur by 
its lofty round bastion or watdi-tower, — a windmill- 
like structure of huge proportions, erroneously sup- 
posed to have been the treasury of the .Ameers, — ^is 
built upon the southern spur of the long, narrow, 
rocky ridge on which the city stands. Its form is 


* III Arabic and Persian, " baU/* any strange portent. 
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aa iiregnlar oValj about three quarters of a mile in 
circumferenoe. It is girt by loffy, crumbling, ill- 
burnt, brick rerdtements, thick at the base, thin at 
the crest, and supporting inside a quantity of earth, 
piled upon the natural rock. Th^ look as if a few 
rounds of grape would level them with the plain, — 
an appearance the reverse of deceitful, — ^this bouted 
stronghold of the boastful Talpur, being one of the 
weakest amongst the strong-seeming fortresses of this 
bit of Asia. On the northern side, atrench separates 
the citadel firom the town : it is crossed by a bridge^ 
leading to one of those perversely intricate gateways 
that have always yielded to a coup de mom .* every- 
where else is level ground. There are few embra- 
sures for large guns. No angles, no outworks : the 
spear-head battlement of Persia runs along the crest 
to shdter matchlock-men, and down the height of 
the wall are lines of— what our Iranian neighbours 
call dam&gheh — nostrils — apertures, which act as 
drains and loopholes combined. 

The citadel was at once the place of defbnce, the 
treasury, and the palace of the imtive mlera. Hw 
iuteiiior resembles a small town, tkHaute^viUei it hat 
ito promenade round the rampart^ its streets and 
thoironghfiuresi, its squares and guards its mo sques; 
its shops and bootlm, its lines and its baifaeke. 
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Many of the houses, once the abodes of royalty, are 
spacious and couTenient, especially since glass doors 
and lattices have started into being. 

The ground plan of a Hyderabad palace is this. 
Yon enter by a lov door — ^more generally by a door- 
way without a door— opening from a narrow lane 
into a quadrangular court-yard ; on your right is the 
private diapel, a low wall subtended by a stuccoed 
floor; opposite you, the stables; on the left are the 
kitchen, offices, and servants* huts ; the fourth side 
is occupied by the body of the house. The dwelling- 
place consists of an open verandah, with pillars, and 
a parapet in front. The state or men*8 apartments 
meet you as yon enter ; the ladies* rooms are under 
arrest behind them. Dwarf doors connect the dif- 
ferent divisions, and the whole interior is purposely 
made as dark as possible, to obviate glare and secure 
privacy. Some rooms are elegantly stuccoed and 
elaborately painted- with coloured arabesques, some- 
what like our stencilling, that gives a Moorish look 
to the scene; in the ceilings of the richest houses 
there must have been at one time a quantity of gild- 
ing and expensive omammits. In the inner walls 
are a number of niches, and when I flrst saw them 
not a few holes; for the Ameers and their cburtian 
being tdLen by surprise by the result of " Meeanee,** 
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deposited more Ariatico their gold bars and jewels in 
boxes, which th^ buried under the thresholds, in 
the walls of the houses, and in other places which a . 
Western would seldom risit with the hope of finding 
a treasure. This fact become generally known, 
caused abundant harmless excitement among the 

• I 

conquerors. Europeans as well as natives did nothing 
for six months hut diligently rap with stares ereiy 
foot of stucco to infer by the sound whether the spot , 
was hollow, and, consequently, worth the trouble of 
breaking into. 

We are well in the region of ventilators; yon see 
them on every roof— diminutive screens of masonry, 
forming acute angles with the apertures over which 
they project. The wind rushing down a passage in 
the wall, enters the room by a slit on the level of the 
floor, generally, in these days, cooling a bottle of 
pale ale as it passes. There is one great disadran* 
tage in these "breeae*catche8,” as they are called; 
in boisterous weather they make your domicQe a dust- 
hole. Unfinrtunately fiir its conquerors, Hyderabad 
is not far north enough to know the luxury of Tah- 
khanaa— underground rooms, in which you may pass 
the awful length of a summer’s day, dozing as eoolty 
and comfortably as if you were on the Rhine or in 
the Pyrenees. 
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The ramparts command an extensive view of the 
neighbouring country. Many villages, sparkling 
like cornelians amidst the emerald green of the 
Neem* tree, stud the wide plain of black dust. You 
can trace on one side the course of the Fulailee 
liver, winding through the wintry, barren flat; on 
the other, the broad Indus, with its buttress of rocky 
hill in the background. Before yon lies a dense 
array of bouses, here sinking into suburbs that fine 
off into gardens, there bristling over the ridge till it 
ends in the stray waste, where the lines of the sol* 
diery and the houses of the Collectors are. Those 
distant domes of glittering white marble are the 
sepulchres of certain Kalhora Princes. There is a 
race-course, as usual in India; and I suppose, at 
some time or other, there will be a church. Beneath 
you is the burial-ground; — ^how fearfully full it is, 
considering the few years that has populated it ! 
TTiere appears one of the causes of its repletion— a 
sheet of water, the remnant of last summer’s inunda- 
tion, thick as a horse-pond below, beautifolly verdant 
above, on a bed of slimy mud, amidst banks of dark 
purple mire. 

Is it not wonderful, — ^I beg no pardon for digressing, 
— Sir, that in such a Sierra Leone as this, more care is 


• The Melia AwadimefUa, 
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not taken to secure health? At Kurrachee, within 
a few hundred yards of the cantonment, the corpses 
of fifty camels are allowed to lie and fester, and feed 
the jackalla, and poison the air, as if a little more 
death were really wanting. Tattah is a mass of 
filth, and here we have this miasma-breeding pool 
as dose to the walls as a junior ensign could desire. 
How impress upon this Anglo-Indian mind the 
paramount importance of drainage and deanliness ?, 
Were I ever to command a station, no Dutch village, 
no Chandemagore,* should be more scrupulously, 
more prigguhly clean. Woe to the man that then 
throws his dead cat over his neighbour's hedge I 
Alas for him that allows his unwashed Portuguese 
cook to empty the surplus of the kitchen into the pit 
that now acts sink and sewer I 

Walking round the battlements we see, half way 
down the steps that lead to the wicket, a large well 
or two cut deep in the solid rock. There is some- 
thing remarkable in their appearance; the natives, 
as is the wont of savages when anything, natural or 
artificial, strikes them, assign t« them a highly 
fiindftd origin. These are the works of demon hands, 
excavations made in the stone at a time when an 

* A littlff FimdiMttleiiiMit in Eniteni Inditpcclebimted for ckmlineiiv 
tnd, eouieqiwntly, renitrknble for bealthfulneM. 
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idol worshipper was Lord of Nimnkoti* for the fell 
purpose of incarcerating that holy personage whose 
mortal remains rest in yonder shiine. 

Here is the legend : — 

There was errantly in the East when Islam arose. ' 
Combative individuals with brains about equal to 
those of the animals they bestrode; churchmen 
militant with the thews and sinews of baggage camds; 
" furious knights " like him of More Hall, who 

Could wreBtlOi play at quartentafP, kick, cuff, and huff; 

Gall ion of a dog, do any kind of thing," 

composed an order almost as honourable and as 
honoured as any in the host of our western chivalry. 
Only instead of devoting themselves to bemaul all 
who could or would not acknowledge the personal 
superiority of a Lady BeUisance or a Dulcinea, th^ 
pricked o’er the plain pounding the skulls and piercing 
the bodies of those wretches whose opaque minds 
refused to be enlightened by the dazzling glories of 
the apothegm — Mohammed is the Prophet of the 
Lord.” 

It is, however, pleasurable to observe that these 
same heroes were at times by no means.insensible to 

* The ** Fort of Nimn ** — Hydeiebtd — udently le called efter ita 

pagan founder. 
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the tender passion ; indeed, in many cases th^ 
appear to have made love at least as furiously as they 
fought, and seldom to have slain a notorious pagan 
without carrying off, converting, and espousing his 
fair widow or daughter; of which the veritable 
history of Mohammed the Brave, popularly called 
Shah Mekkai* is a good example. 

As the Brave, one of the Ashab or disciple-com- 
panions of Ali, Mohammed^s son-in-law, after 
quitting Mecca, his birth-place, was wandering about 
the world in quest of adventure, he happened to be 
benighted in the vicinity of Hyderabad — then a very 
hotbed of heathenry. And the Beebee Nigar, the 
daughter of Nirun, and a lady of Amasonian habits, 
seeing a man in strange clothing cooking a supper of 
her fisther’s black partridges, approached, and 
indulged him in his hobby by diallenging him 
incontinently to the duello. The style of combat 
proposed was the rude and primitive form of the 
"noble art" as practised of yore by the Lion-hearted 
Eling and the Copmanhurst Slasher; one party 
being desired to deal a goodly buffet to the other, 
who, being forbidden to stop or to slip down, was in 
his turn requested to repay the compliment. The 
Brave had. the first chance; but altbough his arm 

* The KiDg/* (i e., greet meiip hoi j penonige), of or from Mcim 
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omalty could fell an ox, and his fingers could rip up 
a shirt of mail as easily as yon, Mr. BuU, would tear 
a yard of calico, on this occasion he was obliged to 
own that his hand had lost all its power. 

Then the lady unhelmed her face. Then of course 
the Brave fell in love with the lady, and then — such 
things are managed with admirable speed in oriental 
and tropical lands, — ^the lady and the Brave instan- 
taneously plighted their troth and swore to become 
man and wife as soon as possible. 

Unfortunately for the case of True Love vertus 
a Certain Proverb, they parted — ^the Beebee return- 
ing home till her admirer travelled to Mecca, and 
obtained permission from his commanding officer Ali, 
effectually, as Sir C — N — saith, to “ruin himself 
for the service," that is, to lead home a spouse. Some 
of the lady's attendants having observed her little 
fiirtation with the foreign man, lost not a moment 
in informing their master of the -same ; and the 
infidel king, in order to obviate the possible perils of 
such proceedings, determined at once to find a 
suitable partie for his demoiselle. 

In despair, the fair one started a camel-man with 
an order to pursue the Brave, and a message that 
would recall him. Bahadur, that individual, suc- 
ceeded in his attempts, and the two, as thqr were 



A LEOEKD OF HTDEBABAD. 


221 


hmzying towards Nirunkot, were joined by the 
valiant Ali, on bis celebrated Bosinante, Zu’l Zenab, 
" tbe lord of wings." 

Tb^ arrived at tbe fort in time to bear tbe sound 
of nuptial music, and to see crowds in gay attire 
gathered to cdebrate tbe nuptials of tbeir princess. 
Toucbing coincidence I 

Mall Mobammed, now desperate in bis turn, left 
AU bid in a garden, and disguising bimself as a 
pagan, penetrated into tbe fortress, and made bis 
way to tbe abode of royalty. But Nirun being, as 
might be expected, a magiman as well as a wicked 
heathen, soon discovered who tbe intruder was, by 
the sudden stopping of tbe music. So, summoning 
all bis attendant devils, be threw tbe Brave into 
yonder well, and rolled a stone which no fifty men 
in these degenerate days could move, over the fiesb- 
pot as a lid. 

It was now Ali^s tom to act. He waited till evening 
came on. Then, anxious and impatient, be followed 
his protfyfa example in entering tbe fort disguised, 
but, instead of confironting the old pagan, with 
superior sagacity, he walked straight into the young 
lady^s boudoir, and then hid bimself undra the bridal 
couch. 

Events followed in rapid soccemon. Eirst a littte 
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conjugal squabble, in which the lady informed her 
lord that though her hand might legally be his, 
her heart was solely " another’s/' Secondly, the 
sudden slaughter of that lord, who being a dull man 
was at once placed hun de coaibat by the valiant 
Ali's dUsiricorde. Thirdly, a rapid dialogue between 
tbe dame and her deliverer, when the former informed 
the latter, that the devoted lover was imprisoned in 
the Devil’s Well. Fourthly, the liberation of the 
captive; and, lastly, the ’^’bolting” of the three 
Faithfuls, with a pack of infidel hounds at their 
heels. 

They gallopped over the plain ; they halted not at 
the bank of the Indus ; they — 

■ ' ' ■ "forded the tiver and olomb the high Un,” 

(called Hala) allthat night, and as themom, not dressed 
in a russet mantle, but in a very crimson velvet, like 
a portly dowager at a Bath Assembly, .began to 
expose her well rouged fhce to the beau monde, they 
had. almost readied a place of safety in the Sulayman 
mountains. 

There was manifested a beautiful effSect of piety on 
the part of the three fugitives. As I said, a posse of 
heathens was upon their track, eager as the wolves 
that coursed Maseppa’s steed, or the bailiffs which 
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Christian creditors send in search of their debtor- 
brethren; in a word, death or captivity, within a few 
yards, pursued them. But for such paltry ephemeral 
mundane considerations could they, think you 
neglect their morning prayers ? Certainly not I 

Consequently the brief condusion of the tale is a 
highly pathetic ope. The lady was martyred, whilst 
the trace of genuflection was on her shins, and flve 
minutes afterwards, her lover shared her fate. Only 
as he had lost a wife in prospect, he appears to have 
been very ferodous, and to have died hard, flghting 
to the last, rampantly valorous. 

Ali was obliged to content bimself with killing a 
few tens of thousands, with routing the host, and 
with cutting off that arch-infiders, the dd gentle- 
man\ head; upon which he turned his steed 
Mecca-ward, and quitted for ever the "tragical 
scene." 

* * * * 

Here we remain a month or so, Mr. John Bull, to 
prepare your mind and body for tiie trips which I 
have in store for you. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

THE HINDOOS OF SCIKDE— THEIB RASCAUTT AND 
THEIR PHILOFROOEEITIVEKESS. 

The natiTe population of Scinde— "the ertremf 
western limit to which Hinduism in these days 
extends” — ^is composed of Modems and Polytheists. 
The former, being nearly four times the more 
numerous, are the great mass of the community; 
whereas the latter are, with few exertions, the 
trading- members of the social body. 

As has before been said, at the time of the Arab 
invasion (a.d. 710) Scinde, likeAffghanistan, Mooltan, 
and the regioiu that lie to the north of it, was one of 
the strongholds of Hinduism. It is probable that 
most of the ancient funiUes that survived the ciq^ture 
of their countiy, migrated to escape the persecution 
of their deistical conquerors, eastwards to Jesulmere, 
and the adjacent provinces, where their faith was the 
religion of the state. The present Hindu popu> 
lation of Scinde consists principally of castes that 
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originally immigrated iroih the Panjab and Cutch ; 
this their language dresa, manners, and appearance 
amply testify, though now, naturalised in the country, 
all but their learned men hare forgotten the story 
of their origin. 

Late as the eighteenth century, the Hindus of 
Scinde, we are informed by a traveller, were ten 
times more numerous than the rival sect. Hin- 
duism, however, like Judaism, has ever been an 
^esore to the Moslem, and the means which be 
adopts to remove it, although violent and uiynat 
are not the less efficacious. In Persia, for instance, 
the Jew is popularly supposed to sacrifice a Mcslem 
child on certain occasions. Whenever a boy disap- 
pears, a hue and cry is raised ; requiring an object, 
it directs itsdf against the persecuted body,: their 
bouses are attacked and plundered, they are dragged 
before the least impartial of judges, their qaths and 
their testimony are regarded as the whisperings of 
the wind, and the scene ends other with the question, 
or an order to admit the accnsed into the ranks of 
the Faithfbl. And when once the proadyte’s foot 
has crossed the threshold of the Mosque all hope of 
retreat is permanentfy cot offr— the punishment of 
apostai^ bong as certain as it is tremendoos. 

Li Scinde the same cause— bigotry, partially 
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modified, operated to work the downfidl of heatheniam 
which, had we not taken the country, would pro- 
bably not hare ontiiTed the century. 

The Talpun, the last reigning fiunily, came down 
from the hilla of Bdoochiatan, and settled upon the 
sultry plains bdow, first as the disciples, then as the 
feudal fiallowars of the saintly race which thqr after- 
wards dethroned. Tears spent in the enervating 
dimate of the vall^ dulled the bravery and hardi- 
hood of the mountaineer, but left.him aU his nature, 
ignorancei, and bigotry, and crnd^. A Talpnr chief 
of the last generation refhsed even to place a watch 
for repair in the hands of an aiccnaed hut-paryst, or 
idol-worshipiper. 

b the West there are many, in the East few 
exceptions to the Arabs' politicd axiom, 

"The piinoe ie the religioiie pettom of his people;” 

and here the subjects, seeing the sovereign's propen- 
nty for persecution, oo^ed the pattern as dosely as 
they could. 

No Hindu ventured to pronounce the name of 
the village Allahyara jo Tando,* because of the holy 
disenable that commences it ; he could not touch a 
paper written in the Arabic language, because that 

* Tho vlllago of " tho laltor word bring the proper 
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cbamcter was the cliaracter of the Koran;* nor dared 
he to open a Moslem book in his mother tongne, the 
Sdndee, for fear of being seen to pemse the inceptive 
formnl^ "In the name of Allah, the compassionate, 
the merdful/* It was always in the power of two 
Modems to effect the conversion of a Pagan by 
swearii^g that th^ saw him at a cockfight on Friday, 
that he ptodounced, in their presence, the word 
Mohammed, or even that he had used some such 
ambiguous phrase as " I will go with thee.”t Some- 
times circumcuion %ras made the penalty of crime, 
as where a Hindu banyan, or shopkeeper, fidsdy 
accused a seapoy of Dr. Bumes's guard of robbing 
him, the Ameer at once ordered the casee to do his 
work upon the offender. Nothing easier than to 
make a Moslem in those days. The patient was 
taken before the judg^ wher^ after being stripped of 
his old clothes, the ceremonial ablution was duly 
performed, and he was invested in the garments that 
denote the Faithful. A crowd of jubilants then 
chaired him to the Mosque; prayers were recited over 
him, he was directed thrice to repeat Mohammed's 
creed — and, if he did it fluently, a minor mirade 

* RftdMr,! Aonld mj^rappowd to hm boon liho obondor ^Oriontol 
ignomnfloo in jMhMgnpby* 

t Tho Modm Sdndioni In iho pioiont dojdonj tboio m ortio n i ; tbo 
Hindu onggoimto tbom ; ond wo duply bollou tbom. 
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was got np— next came dxcamdsion, the eating a hit 
of beef, a change of name, a fedit, and, lastly, a vtay 
concise course of instruction in the ceremonial part 
of the new fidth. 

But the consequences of becoming a proselyte 
extended fiur enough. Islam, like many other ftiths, 
professing to respect the convert, despises end dis- 
trusts him. In Sdnde he was compiled to enter a 
certain caste — one of no high degree— to marry in 
ity and to identify himsdf with the mongrd mass it 

contained. He rardy rose to fortune or distinction, 

\ 

and seldom could command the respect of his 
co-religionist^ who doubted the reality of his attach- 
ment to the strange faith, and his hankering after 
the old idolatry. I^ on the other hand, oonsdence 
or discontent drove the proselyte into a land where 
he might recant without danger, or if an opportunity, 
such as our seisure of the country, presented itself 
the return to Hinduism, when practicable, was 
accompanied with many a disagreeable. In some 
towns, where Polytheists are few, and cannot afford 
to reject a wealthy and influential applicant, large 
presents to Brahmans, ripd expiatory penances, and 
q pilgrimage, were the price of readmission to the 
religion of their forefothers. But tiiis was not always 
possible. There are mimy places where the recanter 
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is not received; he has eaten the flesh of the cow, 
and has drank impure water ; for the rest of his lifSB, 
therefore, he must dwell in the house of his fianily, 
an outcast, a deflled man, whose touch, like the 
leper’s of yore, is pollution ; separated from his wife, 
powerless over his children, with nothing hut the 
dreary prospect held out by his gloomy fluth to 
console him under a life of uncommon trials. 

With the vulgar the excitement of making one 
convert bred a desire to make another and another. 
When opportunities were rare, th^ were obliged to 
content themselves with robbing the Pagans : Friday 
— ^the Moslem Sunday — ^being generally selected as 
the time for these small St. Bartholomew displays. 
There were few towns in which a Hindu could safely 
leave his house between Thuj^ay evening and 
Saturday morning. 

All the which the persecuted, race endured dog- 
gedly in the ^pet^ihw. Sulking under the sabre swi^ 
of their rulers, thqr revenged themsdves indirectly ; 
the lower orders by grinding the faces of the poor 
Modems, the.upper dasses by acquiring power to be 
abused, by fomenting intestine and fiunily fonds, hy 
ommpting the principal officers of the state, and by 
sadly confhsing all ideas Ot entente eerdHate with 
neighbouring and allied kingdoms, ^nnu, deqiicaUe 
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and despised as they were, th^ failed not to prove 
themsdves essentially dangerous. 

Superiorily of intdlect was on their list. The 
Hindu mind is a mathematical one; the Moslem's, 
generally q>eaking,* notably deficient in the power 
of mastering the exact sciences. This I believe to 
be the first cause of a phenomenon which attracts 
every observing ^e in India, namely, that when the 
Polytheist and the Monotheist meet on at all equal 
terms, the former either mins, or subjects to himself 
the latter. Other qualities accompany this form at 
constitution of the brain in the worshipper of 
Brahma. He is a dark and deep-seeing plotter, an 
admirable eventualist where anything villainous is 
the event : what land hut India could have kept up 
Thuggee for centuries? — ^whatwas the Yehme of 
Germany, or the Pidawiyat of Hasan Sabah,t in orga- 
nisation, combination, or duration, compared with it ? 
He is remarkable for passive coun^, in suffering 
braver than any woman : he will inflict injuries upon 
himself with the sang fiaid of a Letena, provided yon 
hold out to him the one inducement — wealth. With 
the mon^ for his rent, or his debt concealed about 

* The ezc^tioni being lome nze indiTidiia]i ■mengit the Tiiihi» 
Penuuu, Afiihi, and Moon. 

f Or SayTah— vfor abont hie name annaliete etiU diflbr — the Giand 
Maeter of the Anaiiini, and oigenifler of that remarkable order. 
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liu penon, to be produced when things are going too 
fsFj he will allow himself to be suspended by his 
thumbs or his heels till he faints ; he will shriek 
under the lash, swearing that he has not a pice, and 
he will inhale finely powdered cayenne with all the 
endurance, but very little of the stoidsm, of a North 
American Indian. His constaniy requires nothing 
but a cause to dignifyit. Suchis his passive courage. 
At the same time phuie a weapon in his hand and 
point to the bristling breacb^-desire him to charge 
up to a gun like an Affghan or a Turk, he will look 
at you, remonstrate, hang back, tom tail : this is 
not his courage.* Finally he is parsimonious, a lean 
half-naked wretdi, with lacs at his command, living 
on coarse bread and sugar-arrack, when a Moslem 
with a few thousand rapees would be fiuring sump- 
tuously, and emptying his purse upon silks and satins, 
horses and danc«s. Nor is this thriftiness ly any 
means a despicable quality: it goes hand in hand 
with inde&tigable industry. 

At last the Hindu arts prevailed, as might be 
expected, over the strong arm. The younger Talpor 
Ameers, the sons and nephews of the original Char 
Yar, or the fbur firiends and brothers who expdled 

• Iui«p«ddn(<irilM8efaideHiBdii,Mt«rilMflikb, 

HUoudoOw iMM vMeh A*4^iMtaa,t* 
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the Kalhora dynasty firom Scinde, acknowledged 
their utter inability to dispense with heathens in 
managing their miserable territoiy — a score of them 
governed a country about the extent of England-^ 
and in collecting their paltry revenue, — ^the total 
produce of the province was not greater than the 
income of a British nobleman of the second class. 
The princes had degenerated from the hardy savage 
virtues of temperance, sobriety, and morality affected 
by their progenitors; they required for pleasure the 
time demanded by business, and willingly intrusted 
to the hands of Hindus — ^most uqjust stewards — ^the 
management of their estates, and, in some cases, of 
their subjects. 

The worshipper of Brahma eminently possesses 
the peculiarity usually attributed to Scolchmen — 
the habit of carrying out in practice what all people 
admit in theory — ^that " blood is thicker than water.” 
He no sooner establishes himself upon a fim footing 
than he extends a helping hand to his family- gene- 
rally, even to his cousins twenty degrees removed. 
Nor does he stop here. Belations may be expended 
— ^the ” caste-brother,” as he is called, cannot. Thus 
the rulers of Sdnde were soon surrounded ly a host 
of dvil officers, revenue collectors, secretaries, and 
scribes, all of the same persuasion, all pliying into 
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one another’s hands, and all equally determined to 
aggrandise themselves, their fiunily, and their race, 
no matter by what means. The result of this almost 
unopposed combination was that the princes, not- 
withstanding their powers of life and death, the 
"she-cat” * and circumcision, were never safe from 
frauds so barefaced that it moves our wonder to hear 
them told. 

* « * * 

Of the four great divisions that compose the pore 
Indian family, here we find but three—the Brahman, 
the Waishya (trader), and the Shndra, or servile 
man. The second, the royal and military caste, is 
in Scinde, as elsewhere, of doubtful frdth and origin: 
every Sikh, (even were he the son a sweeper, 
assumes to himself the title of Ksbatriya. Thesodal 
position of the race prevents thrir putting finth that 
multitude of outcast branches which in India spring 
up firom the transgression, volnntary or inviduntaiy, 
of a single arbitrary' religions ordinance. 

The Scinde Brahman is ly no meaiu a eomot 
■p«M»ini«in of his fiff-fiuned class. His diet is most 
inaccnrate. Althonc^ he avoids beef and fivwb, he 
will eat fish; also the flesh of wild birds and certain 

* Tht urn «r UN • mStc iMlnMat «r tartva mm 

wM cbm to tMT th» M ar Ik* fSttSM. 
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meats — sudi as venison, kid, and mutton ; he 
shrinks not fram the type of creation, an onion, 
and allows himself the forbidden luxury of strong 
waters. Instead of confining himsdf, as he should 
do, to the study of his grammar and his Scriptures, 
to his prayers and to his pastoral duties, he may he 
seen bending over the ledger, squatting on a conntm', 
or exercising the command of a kitchen. When we 
first took the country. Brahmans owned to me that 
Brahmans sometimes actually married widows ; but 
of late years, after being sonndly rated by the sea- 
pqys, whom they respect, these irregular unions 
have become rare amongst them. 

There are two principal fiimilies of priests in 
Sdnde — ^the Pokamo and the Sarsat. The former 
are supposed 'to have immigrated from Upper India; 
thqy worship Vishnu, the second person of the 
Hindu Triad; support themselves by a knowledge of 
Sanscrit, judicial natrology, and ceremonial law; 
many in their own caste, and claim firmn their 
pontifical brethren a superiority which the others 
admit Ity receiving the "water from their hands." 
The Sarsat, or Sarsndh,* are worshippers of Shiva, 
Ae Destn^er: in education, appearance and manners, 
they exactly resemble the votaries of Vishnu. 

• Ploperijr SAraaimtiTm, from tbe Suuwatl liver. 
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Knowledge amongst Scinde Brahmans means a 
proficiency in the simpler parts of Sanscrit grammar, 
and sufficient mastery over the language to under- 
stand oft-read works upon astrology, magical formula, 
and the volumes that contain the intricate practice- 
of their ftdth. Some few hare perused the Bhagawat, 
one of the fourteen religious poems called the 
ihiranas, aud here and thm« an individual has had 
the industry to fimn a superficial acquaintance with 
the Sanhita or Snmmary of the Yqjur or White 
Veda. The increased fiicility for travelling to distant 
lands with a possibility of return, has of late years 
indiujed several Brahmans to venture &r Irom the 
banks of the Indus, to wander amidst the classic 
shades of Kaai,* and to sit in the colleges of Cal- 
cutta : the extent of their acquirements proves that 
the race is by no means deficient in power of intellect. 
Few of the priestly hrder, except when engaged in 
commerce, know anything of the Persian language : 
it seems -th^ consider it a profane study of erotic 
verses and "light literature,” tales iU-suited to the 
gravily of a diurchman and a sdiol^. But they 
have little objection to the compositions or even the 
tenets of that mild heretic Nanak Shah, the apostle 
of the Sikhs, prindpally, 1 presume, because the 
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mass of his followers praise and honour, revere and 
fee, the Brahmans. 

The Brahman in Sdnde shaves his head, leaving a 
single lock upon the poll ; he removes the beard, and 
induces the moustaches to droop heavily over his 
mouth, in order to distii^uish them firom the hairy 
honors of the Moslem’s lip. Upon his forehead he 
places a horizontal or a perpendicular mark indif- 
ferently .’i‘ His dress is generally that of a common 
Sahukar, or trader, — that is to say, a white or red 
tnrban,t a cotton coat with a short body and flowing 
skirts, a cloth, generally salmon-coloured, with an 
ornamental edge, wound round the waist, a shawl or 
sheet thrown loosely over the shoulders, and slippers 
of anything but of leather. In his hand is a sandal- 
wood rosary of twenty-seven grains; and constant 
habit has endowed him with the power of muttering 
and telling his beads mechanically. 4 Simt 
Brahmans dress in the style affected by the Amils. 
or Bevenne officers : the Pokamo, however, consider 
the costume underical, and eschew it accordingly. 

Of the in^ani, Banyan or trader caste, there are 
flve great families in this country, the Lohana, the 

* Whereu in India the perpendicular Tilak aa it is called^ distingoidiea 
the adorer of the Preserver, from the worshipper of the Destroyer. 

f The Pokaroo proforriDg the red, the Soraat, the whitCj headgear. 
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Bliatia, the Sehta, those called Waiahya,* and the 
Panjabi. According to the wont of Hinduism, each 
division is split into a number of insignificant bodies, 
who hare their proper names derived from their 
place of residence, or peculiarities of dress and 
appearance, their furious etprt/ de corps, and their 
violent jealousies of one another, when the absence 
of a common foe allows them to indulge in the 
luxury of hatred, malice, and all uncharitableness.t 
Divided according to their occupations the Scinde 
Banyans are of two dasses. The ignorant multitude 
employs itself generally in commerce, sometimes in 
cultivation; the select few become officers under 
government, and take the title of Amil. 

The Sdnde trader has lived so long amongst and 
in subjection to the stranger, that he has uncon- 
sciously but very palpably emancipated himself from 
much of the galling bondage of a faith which fears 
progress as much as destruction. Tempted by the 

* The wofd ** W'euhye** preperljr meeaing the third or tnding clue of 
Hindus, is here used in a limited sense to signify opemtites and mechanics, 
opposed to merchants and diopkeepm 
f Most significant too, ace some of their tannts. For instanee, the 
Lohana, in general, say of the Khudawadi, one of their subdivisiena 

" Khmdamiii ZAndakhe gheie wanjan**— 

The Khudawadi deceive the Almighty.— 

A bad pnn,but a sharp cut at the enoessire cunnh^ of that race. 



238 


SCENES IN SCINDE. 


hope of wealth, he has wandered far and wide from 
his native shores, to sojourn for years in lands where 
nothing hut a popular adage — 

" It is ill-omened to slay a Hindu, a Jew, a woman, and a dog” — 

preserves him from destruction. And when he 
returns from the lands of the Mlenchha,* he is 
honoured instead of being excommunicated by bis 
fdlows. As he is accustomed to long voyages, instead 
of crunching parched grain, like the Indian, he sits 
down, on board ship, and " cooks bread.*' The diet 
prescribed by his religion being unsuited to the 
nature of the cold countries he adopts, it is quietly 
laid aside for one more generous and cosmopolitic. 
So also he has diminished his ablutions, extended 
his potations, and in many other little ways so 
dressed and trimmed his original rigid Hinduism, 
that it has become as presentable a thing as its 
natural awkwardness permits it to be. 

The Banyan receives but a scanty education. 
After learning a few religious notions and cere- 
monies, quackeries and nostrums, he goes to a 
schoolmaster, who teaches bin* to read and write 
the alphabet, and explains the mysteries of the 
character which enters into his father’s books, to 
add and multiply only — subtraction and division 

• An Infidclg «.e. one not o Hindu. 
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being considered de trap — and to indite a formal 
letter of business. Nothing can be ruder than the 
symbols which denote his complicated accounts : it 
is a ^stem of stenography which admits none but 
initial vowels and confounds the appearance of nearly 
a dozen distinct consonants. These conclude his 
course of study : he then takes his place in the shop, 
where, if you please, we will leave him to cheat and 
haggle, to spoil and adulterate, and to become as 
speedily rich by the practice of as much commercial 
rascality as he can pass off upon the world. 

The Amils or government officers — a class created 
by the ignorance and.inabilily of the Moslem rulers 
— are the most influential, and, conventionally 
speaking, the most respectable body of Hindus in 
Sdnde. They are distinguished from their fellow- 
religionists by their attire. The bigotry of the court 
forbade them to shave their beards, or to wear 
turbans: thqr lost the right of placing the tilak on 
the forehead, and they were compelled to trim the 
long moustaches with which the Hindoo loves to 
garnish his upper lip. In the present day, although 
sumptuary and costume regulations are utterly put 
of date, they still affect the peculiar Sciudian cap, 
the shirt under the cotton coa^ and the wide drawers 
gathered in at the ankle, as in wear amongst the 
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Modems. Th^ are a light-complexioned, regular* 
featured, fine*looking race, athletic compared with 
thdr brethren, firom the liberal use of a meat diet ; 
somewhat corpulent in consequence of their predi- 
lection for sweets and clarified butter, imcommonly 
proud of their personal appearance, and not a little 
fimd of rich dress. 

The literary attainments of an Amil are not 
extensive. In his b(^hood he is sent to a Modem 
akhund, or pedagogue, and learns to speak, read, 
and write the Persian language, or rather the kind 
of Lingua Franca which passes for Persian among 
the educated classes in India and Scinde. His 
pronunciation is, mutatis mutandis, iAoA of an English- 
man speaking French with a purely British aceent.' 
His style is equally curious, as he learns grammar 
by rote, without ever dreaming of the difference 
betwixt a noun and a verb. In selecting words, he 
jumbles together the learned and unlearned, obsolete 
and neolo^cal, slang and pure provincialisms : not 
unfirequently when run hard fiw terminology, he 
quietly introduces a Scinde vocable with or without 
the benefit of a foreign termination. The effect may 
be compared to a sporting firiend's, " Moi drinkerai 
with Tons,'* addressed to a French homo umus 
Unguet. His ignorance of the difl^cnlt arbitraiy 
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idiom of the beautiful souorous Persian is complete 
and striking. He translates the phraseology of his 
uncouth mother tongue literally into the literary 
language, aud thus his speech is always ridiculous, 
and not unfrequently offensive, by producing some 
unintended, but uumistakable, donbU etUendre. 
Imagine the effect of rendering. How do you do? by 
Comment f<uie»-voua f 

After laying in a moderate stock of words and 
sentences, the amil proceeds to the perusal of 
certain works upon the subject of petitions, addresses, 
and epistolary correspondence, not inferior in manner 
and matter to our " Complete Letter Writers." He 
learns by heart the directions, the beginnings, and 
the endings, the " Sir-I>have>the>hononrs ; ” and the 
" I-have-the-honour-to>remain>Sirs ; " and by much 
diligence masters the important distinctions between 
" Sir-of-high-degree," and " Sir-of-ezalted*station."* 
He then peruses a poet, and a rqmancer or two, with 
the view of fating up” common places and 
*' cramming” quotations, which may be produced as 
a proof of a liberal education. His 'preparatory 
studies conclude with a few simple arithmetical' rules. 

Our amil now, hy the assistance of a kinsman, or 

* AH Bhao, tha former^ ia applied to noblci, gentlemen, and equali 
genenlly ; All jah, the latter, to reapectable peraona and inibrion. 

VOL. I. • M 
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■a friend, obtains permission to sqnat upon the floor 
of some daftar or government office, amongst the 
crowd of scribes and clerks there assembled. The 
aspirant, thus upon the point of entering "life,*' 
devotes the energies of his mind to mastering the 
complicated tricks and devices in which his craft 
deals, and his juvenile efforts are carefully seconded 
by the precept and example of his seniors. He 
learns to read out a paper to his employer, altering 
aentences and paragraphs to suit the sense he deter- 
mines it to comey ; and when acting secretary by 
order, to jot down, without hesitation, exactly as 
much or as little of what is dictated to him as may 
chance to suit his purpose.* He acquires the arts 
of writing a good feigned hand, and of copying 
documents with.deceptive skill; he becomes dexterous 
at making a fresh paper look old and worn, as a 
London Jew at manu&ctnring a Ghiido; and he 
practises till perfect, with laborious industry, the 
many ways of forging a seal.t This prdude to hia 
career concludes with the acquirement of considerable 

* A Byitem which nothing era check hut an letual fteruttl of all letten 
or the plan adopted by Tippoo Sultan. The ruler of the Myaore could 
neither read nor write : ao to obviate danger of deception, after dictating 
hia ordera to one aecretary, he aent him into a doaetf rad put the paper 
into the handa of a aecond. If word had not been aet down for wordy the 
head of the writer at once paid the penalty. 

f The aeal in Scinde aa in many parta of the Eaatem 
the aignature ii in the Weat. 


Worldy ia what 
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knowledge about the best and safest way of receiving 
and administering a bribe. He is now a moonshee,* 
prepared to do his duty to his master by deceiving 
him whenever deception is profitable, and to the 
government, that employs both, by plundering it to 
the utmost extent which his means and opportunities 
permit him. 

The Sdndee is the scribe’s mother tongue, but as 
he never peruses the works which it contains he is 
ignorant of all beyond a mere colloquial knowledge 
of it. His private studies are of a religious nature. 
If he inclines to the faith of Nanah Shah, he learns 
to read and write certain passages of the Granth, or 
Sikh scripture. He prepares for himself a Pothi 
(prayer-book), but too idle to learn the Gnrumukhi 
character,t he copies from some friend’s breviary the 
select passages,— such as hymns to the Creator, to the 
Great Incarnation, to the Saints, and to the Rivor, 
astrological tables, books of &te, formulas for calcu- 
lating lucky and unlucky days, magical charms, and 
medicinal prescriptions, — in the ifastalik, or common 
Persian character. 

* In Penio, the title of mundii (or moonihee, lecretory) ii giren only 
to men of loaniing : in Indie eveiy fellow wbo cen reed e pege of Hindo- 
ituieoy or tcmwl a wretclied note^ enogetee unto himself the neme* 

f The Gunimukhi it the modiflcetion of the Devenagsrl, or Senicrit 
■l^bely used in the Holy Wn%-9i Uio Flnjeb. 
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Contraiy to the usual practice of Hindoos, the 
amils majny late in life, in consequence, I bdieve, of 
the expense attendant upon their nuptial ceremonies. 
Some few live and die bachelors. Most of them are 
grossly immoral, addicted to gambling; and to the 
abuse of s^ritnons liquors. From mixing much 
with the members of another fidth, and possessing a 
little more knowledge than their neighbours, many 
ci these men become Dahii, or materialists, owning 
the existence of a Drity, but dissociating the idea 
firom all revelation, and associating it with the eternity 
past and fbtore of matter in its different modifi- 
cations. A few are Athrists in the literal sense of 
the word, but it is rare that they will trust their 
secret to a stranger. All these fireethinkers are 
formidable things. Infidelity, by which I under- 
stand the rejection of any local ^stem of revealed 
relipon; is less common in the unenlightened 
East than it is in the dvilised West ; but the 
European sddom thinks fiEoper, or takes llie trouble, 
to make converts tb his disbelief; the Oriental does, 
and aided by his superiority in learning over the 
herd, he firequently does it with great success. To 
judge from the progress of the Sufi, or mystic tenets, 
in Persia, and the Yedantic philosophy in India, a 
mixture of pantheism with pure ddsm, will, presently. 
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be the faith of the learned and polite in both those 
countries. 

There are not many castes of Shudra, or Servile 
Hindus, in Sdnde; and the few that exist have 
adopted the Brahmanical thread,* the sectarian mark, 
the diet, dress, and manners of the Banyans. The 
principal trades are the wahun, who lives by 
toasting different kinds of grain ;t khatti, or 
dyer; the hi^am, who combines the employment of 
capping and shaving; and the sochi, who makes 
doth dippers, but leaves leather slippers to the 
impure mochi % 

In Hyderabad, and the other large towns, are 
several families of the mongrd rdigionistsi, called 
Sikhs. The wild tracts of country in the east of 
Sdnde contain some curious tribes of outcasts, and 
in several parts of the province a variety of 
mendicant orders, as numerous as the begging 
firiars of Southern Europe, exerdse their offensive 
profiession. Thi^ the fluctuating population, not 
actually bdonging to the region, 1 have minutdy 

* LOn the Niin cf Makbtr, tnd otli«r limQar cttiM in Indiip who 
togothor with iho ftmetloiiB oad omiilojnMntihafn Idm to thomutTOO tbo 
lightf of % higher ftadl j. 

f lleny kinde of giminp radi m rioo^ wheetp Bengd gpvr hokn^ end 
other oereelieio hoacd, diied|end wiihod npon faeB pletei^ to heoeten on 
jonnejiy end et diflbront religbns epochi* 

X The ** tannoTp** en ontcMt who droMei end wolfce leethor. 
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described in an ethnblogioal work upon Che snligect 
of Scinde. , 

Although the Hindu’s rdigion has, like tiie 
Modem’s,, been eohtnininated 1^ contact with 
strangers,* still there ia no lack of bigotry in the 
land. The polytheist will often, for a consideration, 
or with an object, represent himsdf as inriliniiig to 
Christianity ; but not eren onee^ as yet, has he taken 
the irrerocable step— the beefiri^, mr the going to 
church. If he has nothing to gain by apparent 
attachment to the creed of his masters, he opposes 
strenuoudy enough everything that militates against 
his conviction and peculiar prqudices. A Mend of 
mine, vaccinator in Sdnde, found serious difficulties 
to contend with when he attempted to q^read the 
blessing amongst the Hindus of Kurradiee. The 
pagans believe small-pox to be a manifestation cS the 
atrocious deity, Devi herself: th^ therefore bury 
instead of burning the victims to the nudady, and 
look upon all precautionary measures as direct acts 
of hostile aggresdon upon the deity. Yet, » usual, 
th^ abound in contradictions: when a diild foils 
sick, the father runs for a doctor as well as a priest ; 

* The Modem and the Sikli. The letter lea heielie Hindoo^ and there- 
fore ajmore dangeroee antagonist than the Ibrmer, who atti^ poljtheism 
with all the violence of a monotheist 
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and when he dies, he laments him not the less 
because he has died of a goddess. 

The Hindu women in Scinde are superior to their 
lords in personal appearance. Many of them are 
very pretty, with correct features, magnificent hair, 
elegant figures — ^though not free from the prevalent 
defect of India, high shoulders — and dear olive 
skins, sometimes lighted up with the faintest possible 
pink colour. Their beauty is ephemeral; and all 
of them, if th^ have enough to eat, and are not 
worked too hard, quadruped like, become fleshy and 
corpulent. A simple diet, a life spent almost in the 
open air, and an unartificial toilet, consisting, in 
toto, of a white veil thrown over the head, a loose 
boddice to conceal the bosom, a long and wide 
petticoat, and sometimes a pair of slippers, preserve 
them firom the hundred nervous and hysterical 
ailments of dyspeptic civilisation. 

The Hindu ladies are less educated, but also less 
fond of pleasure, — ^which here means, {basting, hard 
drinkings and flirtation— than those of the Moslems.* 
Their vanity^ the ruling passion vS. the frir, finds a 
safety valve in an extensive display of grotesque oma> 
ments, metal rings in the ear, the nostril, the cartilage 

* Ezeept at Blilkarpv. 
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of the nose, on the wrists and fingers, ankles, and 
toes, necklaces, and large ivory circles covering all 
the fore-arm. Being under strict surveillance, and 
hourly liable to bodily chastisement, adnunistered 
with no sparing hand, they are good, hard-working, 
and affectionate wives. Their love for their offspring, 
the great female virtue in the East, is an all-absorbing 
passion, beautiful, despite of its excess. To the 
Hindu mother her child is everything. From the 
hour of hia birili she never leaves him day or night. 
If poor, she works, walking about with him on her 
hip : if rich, she spends life with him on her lap. 
When he is in health she passes her time in kneading^ 
and straightening his limbs. When he is side, she 
fiuts and watches, and endures every self-imposed 
penance she can devise. She never speaks to or of 
him without imploring the blessing of Heaven upon 
his head; and this strong love loses nought when 
the child ceases to be a toy; it is the mainspring of her 
conduct towards him throughout life. No wonder 
that in the East an unaffectionate son is a rare 
phenomenon : and no wonder that this pecqple when 
offensively inclined always begin by abusing one 
another’s mothers. 

Own to me, Mr. Bull, if you have candour 
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enough, that in this point at least civilisation gains 
nothing bj contrast with barbarism. The parents 
are engrossed by other cares — the search for riches, 
or the pursuit of pleasure — during the infancy of 
their offspring. In the troublesome days of child- 
hood the boy is consigned to a nursery, or let loose 
to pass his time with his feUows as he best can ; 
then comes youth accompanied by an exile to 
school and college j then the profession; then 
the marriage; and the "young family" — a coup 
de grace. 

In civilisation, too, there is little community of 
interests and opinions between parent and child 
the absence of it is the want of a great tie. Often 
the former has authority over the latter, and abuses 
it; or the latter, being independent of the former, 
presumes upon it. The one may be a Roman 
Catholic and a Conservative ; the other, a Methodist 
and a Free-trader : both are equaUy ready to fight 
"on prindple” about their "principles." The 
contrary in these lands. Opinions are heir-looms ; 
religions tenets cannot differ ; politics are confined 
to politicians; "principles" there axe none, and 
every household feels — and moreover acts upon the 
instinct— that its only safeguard against the multitude 

m3 
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of enemies without is unanimity within doors. 
Every household — excepting, of course, the great, all 
whose members are livals, and hate each other with 
the vivacious family hatred of Honourables, or 
Hibernians. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

THE SCINBIAN HAK— HIS CHARACTER AND WHAT 
HE DRINKS. 

The Scindiaii — vhicli I understand the mass of 
the population — is probably the descendant of the 
ancient Hindu race that possessed the countiyj with 
a slight admixture of Arab, Beloeh, Brahm and 
Affghan* blood in his veins. To this drcnmstance, 
doubtless, he owes his more muscular firame and 
robust general appearance : the cmmexion with the 
superior sub-fiuuily has, however, possibly firom local 
causes, faded to produce a strictly speaking improved 
development. His complexion varies fitom a de^ 
chocolate colour— the sign of the lower orders — to 
the darkest olive of Southern Eurqpe in the higher 
classes : his features are not unfirequently regular 
andwellcut; the fotdiead, unlike the fiseble brow of 
India, is high and arched: the aspect of the head 
is good, and nothing can be finer than the eyes, the 
hair, and the beard. 

* Sflipw alliiiioii will b« ouide to thm now In a inbwqumt diaptor. 
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The social position of the Scindian in his own 
coilhtiy has for years been exactly parallel with that 
of the Saxon in England during the age that inune- 
diately followed the Norman invasion. Hence it is, 
that contrary to what might be expected from his 
physical superiority, his morale has sunk even below 
the average of Western India. His is .emphatically 
a conquered race. Inhabiting a valley witb a hot 
damp climate — ^the most unfavourable to manliness; 
e:qK)sed to the incursions of the hardy natives 
of the arid mountains that look down upon it, 
he had the bodily strength perhaps, but he had 
not the strong will, and he had not the vigour of 
mind to resist invasion, to emancipate himself from 
thraldom. Now, the contempt to which he has 
subjected himself by his self>conviction of inferiority, 
and the absence of any object which might infuse 
energy into his actions, have formed and fixed him a 
very slave. 

The principal occupations of the settled Scindians 
are agriculture and manual labour. They own the 
worst land in the province, the tracts lying near 
the tails of canals, where the innndation seldom 
extends,’*' and the grounds cut off fix>m land and 

* BeciTiM the feofiee^ whoie estates lie about the head, will not take 
the trouble or go to the expense of excaTating the beds. The onl j remedy 
for this evil would he to confiscate the whole or part of the said estatea. 



THB SOINDIAK MAK. 


263 


water transit ; whilst the Bdodi feudal lord^ and 
their throngs of Tasaals, hare secured for themsdves 
most of the fertile and productive spots. Oeuerally 
speaking, thqr are miserably poor : theirs is a bald 
and squalid wretchedness which must be witnessed 
to be understood. I have seen whole families of the 
wretches picking up off the roads and highways the 
grains of barlqr thqr might chance to find there. 

There are few districts in this pact of Asia where 
the cultivators are not bankrupts, only prevented 
firom fiidling, as it were, by its being the interest of 
the creditor not to ruin his debtw b^ond a certain 
point. The way by which this comes to pass in 
Sdnde is as follows The peasant paid one>third 
or one>half the produce of his fidds to the ruler, 
ameer, governor, or commissioner : we will suppose 
that he paid it in kind, to make the hard condition 
as fevourable as possible to him. Upon the other 
moiety or two>third^ he and his femily had not only 
to subsist the whole year round, hut also out of it he 
was required to economise the wherewithal to sow 
his fields when the season came round. Here lay 
the difficulty. The peasant oonld not save; and if 
he could, he would not save so when seed was 
required, he went off to the Hindoo, the usurer and 
sttomqy of the little parish; and, after immense 
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tnmblej took up at the rate of about cent, per cent., 
mortgaging at the same time the coming harvest, 
the smallest quantity deemed necessary. He was 
then a mined man. 

Besides receiving an enormous rate of interest, 
the creditor who can read, write, and compute, turns 
the ignorance of his debtor to profit by keeping his 
accounts in a state of confusion most advantageous 
to the only one that understands them — ^himself. 
The wretched ryot*, after paying off his liabilities 
a dosen times or more, is still as deeply indebted as 
ever. Under the native mle it wa% and under any 
system it would be, the same. As fi» discharging 
the debts of the community, and starting them, as 
the phrase is, "dear” in the world,Idoubt whether 
the revenue of Great Britain would suffice to do it. 
Only whme natives govern they keep up larger 
establishments — markets, as it were, for produce — 
than we do, and they will more easily remit the rate 
demandable from the agriculturist. The frequent 
wars, tumults, and invanons, too, have one good 
effect, the allowing ground to lie fidlow for awhile. 

The Hindu's reed pen is a rod of iron, and 

* In the Europeo-AiUtie jugon, the ntjili it the Turkidi — the 170^ 
the Indian, pooaant : both, 70a would tcaroel7 believe^ the feet of Caco- 
giaph7*t, Mng one and the tame Aiabie word, 
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abjectty the unhappy Scmdian tremUea before it. 
I was 'forcibly stmck an example of its power 
on one occasion when traTelhng down Eastern 
Sdnde. My tent was pitched near a little Tillage; 
and the nadveai, who in those days considered every 
European a petty sovereign, were carefol to come 
out e» nuuse, and pay their respects to the hat and 
the shooting-jadket. Amongst the last visitors was 
a foir specimen of the race that hath been most 
unjustly designated as "mild and lowly;" a dirty, 
cringing Hindu, with Shylock written in every line 
of his cold, lean, greedy countenance. Standing 
up humbly enough, he began to detail his grievances, 
imiiiititig particularly upon the bad conduct of some 
unhappy Mussulman ryot, who would not pay his 
debts legally contracted. 

" Hast thou seised his com?" I asked. 

" Of course great Bajah : but it is not enough I " 

" Hast thou sold his cattle ? " (without them the 
poor wretch could not pbngh a square foot of field). 

" Certainly. Long may your Bqiahship fioniish I 
but he still owes me rupees." 

" Hast tiion taken his wife’s jewels, their dothesi, 
the ornaments of thdr children, their finutorQ, foe. ?" 

" Yes ; but he was so poor^what were the things 
worth?" 



256 


SCBinSS IK SCIKDX. 


" And thou hast not turned him ont of house and 
home, thou " 

" He sits in the jungle, great prince.” 

Then, man of dense brains, what wouldst] thou 
hare me do? — ^what wouldst thou do thyself? ” 

My firiend was evidently of opinion that by 
science and rigour blood might be extracted firom a 
turnip ; and he hinted not obscurely at a mode of 
torture, which he assured me, under the native 
princes, was never known to fail. From his account 
of it I should agree with him, the alternative being 
literally pay or die. In vain 1 attempted to iUns* 
trate the homely proverb above quoted;— in vain I 
represented, that we civilised Europeans allow no 
ooiporeal punishment for debt— only a compulsory 
residence in certain government bimgalows. My 
Hindu affected to believe what I was saying : he 
left me, however, not daring to grumble, but looking 
his profound dissatisfaction at having come across so 
thick-headed, and at the same time so imaginative, a 
conqueror. 

In the East, Mr. Bull, such a scene is im- 
presnve. 

The nomadic Scindians who inhabit the hills in 
the western, and the oases in the deserts of the 
eastern frontier, are taller, stouter, and hardier men 



THE HILL SCINDIASrS. 


257 


than those settled upon the plains of the Indus. In 
appearance numy of them, are scarcely to be dis- 
tinguished from their Beloch neighbours; and the 
latter, in some cases, have learned to respect their 
strength and fitful valour. They live by fishing and 
hunting, by breeding horses, camels, and sheep, by 
resorting to the low country for employment, when 
agiicnlture is at a standstill, and by cultivating little 
patches of ground sufficient to .provide them and 
their families with food. 

The Scindian's daily bread is a thick, fiabby 
cake of bigzi* fiour, flavoured with salt, mixed 
with water, well kneaded and baked without 
leaven on a day plate, reeking with randd 
butter, greenish in colour, and of particularly 
uninviting taste. It is considered very heating, so 
the people almost live upon it during the cold 
weather. For the rich there are about fifteen kinds 
of "rot t," stuff is most appropriatdy called, 

made of different grains, or cooked in particular 
ways ; some of them, the sweet one^, rather resem- 
bling buttered toast, coated with ooarse brown sugar. 
The national drinks are milk and water, not mixed. 
The luxurious eiy<^ pillans, dressed in a pseudo- 

• AUnd of fnin, lnt«llig[U7 dwe rib ed ta SMImimIm, 

^ Bnad, fe SciiidMu 
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Persian style, firesh and dried fish, game, vegetables, 
fmits, and other delicacies. All smoke the hookab 
— ^in these regions a peculiar looking affair, com- 
posed of a large, roundish vessel of day, baked red, 
with a long, thin neck, into which is inserted the 
stem that supports the chiUam, or bowl. The 
smoke, passing through the water, is inhaled by 
means of a reed pipe that projects from the side of 
the reservoir. There are several varieties of tobacco : 
the best, called Shikarpuri, would, if properly 
cured,* form a valuable artide of commerce. 

One of the great causes of the Sdndian's degene- 
racy is the prevalence of drunkenness throughout 
the province. All ranks and creeds, sexes and ages, 
drink ; the exceptions being a few rdigious men and 
dames of godly lives. Oriental like, th^ sit down 
to their cups with the firm intention of disqualifying 
themsdves for arising firom them. There is little 
grape wine in the country, the fruit being rare, and 
generally used for eating. The common alcohols 
are those distilled from molasses or dates, with the 
addition of a little mimosa bark, and other ingre- 
dients. When pure they are fimy as aether or sal 
volatile, and the novice hesitates which to'abhcnr the 

* It it terribly tweoted by being stacked in cocks covered with matting 
so as to czclttde the air : hence its inferioiity of flavour. 
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most, the taste or the smell of the potion. Some* 
times it is perfumed with musk, citron peel, rose 
flowers, or saf&on, and the spirit is hlunted by a 
plentiful admixture of molasses or sugar-candy. 

The alcohols, however, like the wines and opium, 
are conflned to the higher orders, and those who 
can afford such luxuries.* The common people 
must content themselTes with the many preparations 
of the deleterious bhang, in England called Indian 
hemp t j and so habituated have th^ become to it, 
that, like drinkers of laudanum, they can scarcely 
exist without it. Near all the large towns there 
axe particnlar places, called daira|, where regular 
drunkards assemble to debauch in public. The 
building is one large, open room, generally in a 
garden, planted with basil and other odoriferona 
plants ; there must be a lo^ wall to exdude the 
gase of passers by; but spreading trees, and a 
bubbling stream — die scene in which the Persian 

* The ttoblei infinitelj preftr European preporationi^ oepedallj the 
•trong and aweet — aa eunpoa and nojau. Some of the Fuaeea who 
traded in theae artidea when we fiiat took the coonUyp made oonAidenUe 
auma of money. 

t Bhang (in Perrian, hang), ia the name of the herb^ and alao of the 
Ihfoarite prapaimtion of it deiaibed below. 

t Our goremment baa wiaely taxed the hemp which, under the natite 
piincea, almoat eaery peaaant grew for himaelf. The daira ahould be 
licenied or limited in numbera by aome meana or other, aa they are moat 
prejudidal to the wdl-baing of the peo^ 
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loves to wrestle with Bacchus — are rare luxuries in 
■ this land. About sunset, when the work of the day 
is happily over, the bhangis * begin to congregate, 
each bringing with him his hemp, his pipkin, his 
" staff t,” and the other necessaries. Then ensues 
a happy half-hour of anticipation. All employ them- 
selves in washing out the leaves with " three waters,” 
in pressing the mass between the palms — blessing it 
lustily the while — ^in rubbing it Avith the pestle in 
the brass pot-full of water or milk, and in sweetening 
the nauseous draught, with irrepressible glee at the 
nearing prospect of their favourite occupation. 
After drinking or smoking the drug, the revellers 
£uten on the hookahs placed upon the floor, and 
between the puffs either eat little squares of sweet- 
meat, to increase the intoxication, or chew parched 
grain to moderate its effects. In about half an 
hour the action of the drug commences : eadi man 
is affected by it in a somewhat different way. One 
squats, stupid and torpid, Avith his arms wound 
round.his knees, and his long beard shaking, like a 
goat’s when browsing, Avith every nod of his fidling 

* An habitual bhan^drinker ia termed a bbangf, and the name ie 
ooniideKd light and dighting cTen bj thorn nrho indulge in the forbidden 
pleasure. 

i* At£ ia the native word for the dwarf dub with which they tiituiato 
and mix the small leaves, hnak^ and acedsof the plant with milk or water. 
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head. His neighbour may prefer a display of 
musical skill, in which he perseveres solely for his 
own benefit. Another, delighting in privacy, throws 
a sheet over his head, and sits in a comer of the 
room, meditating intensely upon the subject of 
nothing. A third talks diqointed noxisense; a 
fourth, becoming excited, will begin to perform a 
pas seal , — ^if of choleric complexion he will. Irishman 
like, do all he can to break some dear firiend’s head. 
And the multitude, the "old hands,** sit qnietly 
looking on, occationally chatting, and now and then 
entertaining one another with lies the most impro- 
bable, incoherent, and grotesque, that ever shifted 
from mortal lips to mortal ears. There is one 
remarkable peculiarity in the assembly. If a single 
individual happen to cough or to laugh, the rest, 
no matter how many, are sure to follow his 
example. And the effects of the continuous and 
causeless convulsions of the lungs and cachinnatoty 
mnsdes upon a by-standeiv-not drank — ^is exceed- 
ingly striking. 

The sodal meeting nanally breaks up about 8 p.ic., 
at which hour the members with mdancholy coun- 
tenances retire to their auppers and their beds. 

Ton have read, I suppose, Mr. Bull, some exe- 
crable translation of a certain spirit-stirring tale 
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—Monte Christo. Perhaps you remember that 
truly Galilean part of it in which the hero admin> 
istera Hashish* to his friend, and the yery romantic ' 
description of what the Hashish did to that Mend. 
You must know that these are the effects of hemp 
and books, in the regions of imagination, in the 
world of authorism — a strange place where men are 
generous, women constant, the young wise, the old 
benevolent — ^not in the deserts of actuality. I have 
often taken the drug, rather for curiosity to discover 
what its attractioiM might be, than for aught of 
pleasurable I ever experienced. The taste of the 
potion is exactly what a mixture of milk, sugar, 
pounded black pepper, and a few spices would pro* 
duce. The first result is a contraction of the nerves 
of the throat, which is anything but agreeable. 
Presently the brain becomes affected; you feel an 
extraordinary lightness of head as it were; your 
right settles upon one object, obstinately refusing to 
abandon it; your other senses become unusually 
acute— uncomfortably sensible — and you fed a ting- 
ling which shoots like an electric shock down your 
limbs till it voids itself through the extremities. 
You may stand in the burning sunshine without 


* Tbe Aimbie name tor Indian bemp when prepaied. 
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being conscioai of hes^ and ereiy diazp pain is 
instantly dnlled. Tour cantionanesa and your re* 
flective organa are painfblly atimnlated; you flsar 
every thing and every body, even the man who 
ahared the cap with yon, and the servant who pre- 
pared it; yon suspect treachery every where, and in 
the simplest action detect objects the most ccnn- 
plezedly villainous. Tour tiioughts become wild and 
incoherent, your fimcy runs firantks; if you are a 
poet, you will acknowledge an admirable frame of 
mind far writing such ** nonsense verses,^' as the 
fidlowing: — 

^The teetti of ilM moiiiitaliiB wmietoii edgtbyfho eating of betel, 
Whidh oanied the aea to grin at the beaid of the dcj.** * 

If you haj^pen to eice^ a little^ the conftision of 
your ideas and the disorder of your imagination will 
become intense. I reooUeet on one occasion being 
persuaded that my leg was revolving r^on its knee 
as an axi^ and.ooaU distinct ihel as well as hear 
it strike against and pass throned tiie shoulder 
during each revolution. Any one may make you 
snUbr agony by ainqpty leniaAing that a particnlar 

* Di^BtikMi (Qwiiib I lilwi) fspus Om ]ia«« 
aii fiM^r MfUM ^ ilisWciHiiii jMA k* iBppwM la«s t* Imt. 

•MCt^triltagiste HmI^ md MWf iw i, ■ ■ ■ 4kf MpM 
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limb miist be in great pun, and yon catch at erety 
bint thrown out to yon, none it and eheriahit with • 
fixed and morbid eagerness that aaronrs strong ly of 
insanity. This- state is e very dangerons on^ espe« 
oiaUy to a norioej jmadness and catalep^ being I7 
no moans nnoommon terminations to it. The gene* 
ralty nsod restoratiTOs are a wine ^ass ftdl of pure 
lenum jnio^ balf-a-doien young cucumbers eaten 
raw, and a finr pnfh of the hookah; you may am* 
oeife the state of your uhhapi^ stomaeh after the 
reception of these remedies. Eren without them 
yon generally suffer firom severe indigestion, fiur 
dur^ the intoxication at bhang, the unnatural 
hunger which it produces excites yon to eat a simper 
enlBoient for two days with ordinary eireomstane^ 

These are the efbets p<^nlariy associated by the 
Orientals with drinking bhang and those which I 
mysdf e^eiieneed. Almost every bhangi however 
bets something that diffbee from the penaations of 
his neighbour. And of course the more habituated 
a man becomes to the use of the dmg^ the more 
pleaenraUe he finds the exdtenient it ptddneea. 
It haa two oonseqnenoes which appear to vary onty in 
degree fharfhhieas during the fit, and indigestion 
alter it. 

In oonsequenoe of tim extensive use made of the 
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pr^amtion the myitics of the East and the 
multitiidinoas visions and presences with which their 
maudlin moments have been enlivened, the drinking 
of " verdure," (Sabseh) as the Persians call it, is 
consideted by ignorant free-thinkers a kind of semi- 
rdigions exercise. A Sufi bard thus addresses his 
poeubim, allegorising its spirit as wdl as its matter, 
its inner contents and outward fimn. 

1. 

O of heroic deed and thought enblime 
And words of firob m jeterioua iMerer« 

Imagination’^ font* 

And Inspiration’a nuiae I 


m 

To the dnll Fmt thou lend’at a roaier tinges 
Brii^ter bright Hope emeigeth ftom thy atreom. 
And dipped in the^ young Love 
Glows with a holier flame. 

UL 

Gaunt P o Tor ty , grim Ifiaeiy lore to find 
111 their beal^ their aole medioinor* 

Ihy potept qpdl alone 

Gan amooth Mn’a horrant brow. 


IT. 

Ande Bifeo bowl, In thee the a^ge behold^ 
lypm not dieenre of mattar^e diillang aoene^ 
Of deepest thou^^t deriTis 
Bod mluAoiy stotuA 


* In the nriglaal, as ailudon pr fHiilirhin H^tltin 


M 
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Above eternity, without hoginniuft 
Bdow thee liee eternity iioendmg : ^ 
lliy aairow Welle pou r te i y 
The puny boiinde of Tima 

vx. 

Within whoee oirdet lieu the world— a epeck 
Upon ih* immenHo of beings like the mote 
net momentery beeme 
In day'i ell-eeeing eya 

VSL 

And on thy brim the dzope 00 peming eweel^ 
linthel 00 bitter in their oonoeqnenoe; 

In them, friend, mind'ot thou not 
Idlh'o pleoemoeot 

VOL 

/lira io the heedleoi fly thot oomee end goei^ 

FluttTring bio little hour of ewey, 

Tillf peering to hie doom, 

Fleoe knoweth him no moia 

B. 

The eimelo of the worid one tele repiB^ 

At euoh • moment onoh a one o^ixed.” 
OfthioeUmindMlive— 

10 rei^t prepared to dia 

The almost oniyenal use of Bhang ihxonghont 
the province hag donbtleig much to do witii tiie 

* The Modeme hove eat ^eterafty** fade two hilTW lielljei 
«*beghiiiiiidMmcaa’' end Alndiyil " eaineraien* 
t Ike mme of flie keid who ■aflwnie Umiilf, mim PenSm, el the 
end of his eda His poetty ed^t be InfMeodf « ngydi the woikiBg 
out hit metiphoa 1 loeve it intml •• a ipedmm. 
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Sciadian*a natural vices, inertneaa and cowardice, 
tying and gasconading. Lenten witlioat tlie fe$tma, 
has now become hia motto for the management of 
life. The herdsman passes his daj under a buA, 
alternately smoking, drinking hemp, dosing and play- 
ing upon the reed. The "naTvy” on the canals— a 
large daM in these regions — scratches up the mud 
with a diminutiTe hoe, deposits it in a dwarf basket 
toOs up the bank at the rate of a hundred yards an 
hour, and after concluding each laborious trip sits 
down groaning heavily to recreate himself with a 
pipe and to meditate upon approaching happiness 
in the form of ** Bhang.** Your boatman on the 
river will, if yon permit him, moor his craft at noon 
regnlarty to enjoy his cups, and not to get through 
his work too quickly. So it is with the peasant at 
his plough, the huntsman,, the fisher, the workman, 
the diopman, in a word with everybody. 

The Mogula in ancient times used to curtail the 
lives of state priaonera by giving them every day 
hefine breakfest a enp ftill of what is called "Post.** 
A dried poppy-head or two was infused in warm 
water allowed to stand the whole night, and in the 
morning sqneeied till none of the juice remained in 
it. The drani^t was cooled ^h ice or snow in the 
hot weather— admire the esquiaite delicaqr of Indian 
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politeneaa — sweetened, perfumed, and then admin- 
istered to the captive. After a few months his 
frame became emaciated, his mind torpid and inert; 
and these qrmptoms did not cease devdoping them- 
selves till death was tiie result of the slow poison. 
The Scindian by drinking his Bhang after dinner 
instead of before breakfrst, allows Mnwulf mme 
chance against the destn^er, but his health, bodily 
and mental, cannot but Buffer from its certain 
effects. 

The ScindianB,like theunhappy Italians of modem 
days, have for generations felt the weight of fiweign 
'fietters ; unlike the andent Ani^Sazmu, they have 
none of the gknioos phlegm and sturdiness with 
which the northern bme, without succumbing to, the 
txecrabUe omt of a master's arm. A race of daves 
is not necessarily cowardly : witness the Nohian and 
other African bondsmen, than whom the world does 
not contain a more determined, defied, and des- 
perate set of ruffians. But the Seindiaa is oonstitn- 
tionalfy a pdtroon : * his timidity is the doable one 
of mind and body. An exception to the generid 
rules of (ffiental resignation and Modem fiartitude^ 

• TUt MMik bj BO BiMDB oppUoB to tho Wild tflbot of SdadiiaB; 
ond snpeilor dloMto and the boUt of doogar bovo aiode Biaaj of tbaai 
tho Jokhn^ for iurtinco almoat bimfo •• BoloodbcB 
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hA onmot talk or tiiink of death without betraying 
an abject grordling fear, and even his Bhang will 
not giro him oonrage to face the bayonet with 
common manlineaa. 

Thor prqKmdorating derelopment of cautionanew 
may aooonnt for the lying and vaunting propensities 
of the people. Th^ decdve, becanse ih^ fear to 
tmst. Th^ boast, because thqr have a hope of 
eflbcting "sayings’* what there are no "dongs ’’ 
to do. The habit soon becomes a confirmed one, 
especially amongst Easterns, who exaggerate and 
overdraw every thing in pnre hate of nature and 
things natural. "Shahbash Pahlawan,” go it my 
keroetl cries the Tindal or skipper of your Dhnndhi,* 
at every stroke of the sweep handled by his trembling 
"braves.” If a score of naked boors congregate in 
a dirty village, they will call it a " Shehr,” a city. 
The diief of a petty tribe mnst prefix the title of 
"Malik,” king, to his ignoble and cacophonons 
name. Tour escort— half a dosen ragged match* 
lock men — dubs itself a "Lashkar,” an army; and 
when you ride over to some great man’s palace, 
accompanied by a sin^ domestit^ your groom is 
gravety termed your "Sawaii,” or retinue. The 
noble boasts that his dan musters 60,000 men, all 

• A kind of cnft opoB Um Indin. See dhtpu ZX7I11. 
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petfect Bustams* or CameUiwds f<Hr fighting : emj 
individual of that 50,000 will, if you hdieve Mm 
convince you that — 

" His joy is the fony. tbs ftagr bis dsUf^t.'* 

Take up a horsewhip, and the Buatam will infidUU^ 
decamp as Cut aa the portable annouiy of weapons 
about his person allows him to do. And so on with 
every rank and condition of man. 

• Ths Peniui h«ro: b kind of H«icnlM» Snnipionp and Solomon eon- 
bincd : althongh n Figui, ko nill OMope otornal pnnidkmont bj wnion of 
hit valour. 
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CHAFEEB XIV. 

THE acraSIAV WOHAH— BaraOIALLT BEE EZ1BBIO& 

Ih tmtiiig of tiie ftir wo oiig1it» I rappoM^ 
lb. Bid]* to eoBunenoe o dcetcih of nqpeifleialitia^ 
thotebj muthig maimer to matter. 

The flnt thiiig the Baitem traveller home- 
retomed lemarka in the itreeti of hii native town 
iM, that ■earoefy a^r two peo]^ reeemUe eadi odier. 
In tiie moot dvilised European eOantriea then haa 
been aDeh a mhctora of Uood and Ineed fliat now an 
almoat infinite variety of fbataraa and eon^leiiona, 
ahapea and fbnna, haa been grafted iqpon the original 
atook whush eack region grew. He ftien eqplaina 
to Umaelf how it waa that during hb eariierniontha 
of wanderings he thon|^ all ftie then he met 
bfothans aU ftie weman aiater% and. remambera 
tiiats tiU hia eje b ecame ftmiliar with ita taahs he 
eonld trace no men diatinetion between indivkhiala 
than a eodoaef would diaoover fia two wUta aheap 
ofanae. 
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Caite,* in this part of tbe Eaatem vwld, gronpi 
the piqpalatbn of a country into ao numy dutinet 
bodies, eadi bearing a peculiar likeness to the other, ' 
and all a general one to the diaracteristie Aee and ' 
form of the race. Bank makes some difference 
of odonr— the hi^ier it is the fairer the skin and 
wealth gives a ddicacy of feature and figure — ^not to 
he firand amongst the ill-fied, ill-dad, and hard- 
wcrked poor; but here they fidl to destroy the 
fiunily resembhmee which naturally exists between 
individuals of the ssme country, ag^ and creed. 

I rnnst request yon to be present at the nnpaddng 
of a Sdndian lady of high degree^ during which 
operation I dudl lecture upon the points most likdy 
to interest yon, rir, my intdligent audience. 

Observe die stands before you in her Buika — 
nngiaeefol prototype of the most gtacefol mantilla— 
whidihasfteqoently, and not inaptly, becisoompared 
to a ahrond. Its breadth at the ahonUen, natvoiw* 
ing off towards the foet, makes it lode nneommonty 
like a ooflhi eovered with canvas : the romantkalty 
indined detect a ** solemn and nnnlike appearanoe in 

* Thii comipm Fofffiwffn wmd (eMto) mj vwlall j be tpplM to 
toe hdf HiDdee MvMtona ef Sotode end ladle ; toeogb, praperir 
ipeekle^ no eabh dlitleclloa peefiils la toe aeild eCIsleBk 

t Seaiatoiie theta Hadleertnditieaelaiylpf of toe prapbelPidetoaee 
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tihe eoftnin^" and the snpentitioua opine that the 
figure that arrajed "looka like a ghoat.** The 
m ate r ial ia thiek cotton doth, whieh oii|^t to be 
whit^ hut ia like a Snliotda fitodc, ** d*fme Umdtemr 
prMfmatigue;** a atrip of ooarae ne^ worked lattioe- 
wia^ with the email mb de bm^ oppoaite the agree, 
corera and oonoeala the ftee. Thia artide ia a great 
teat of ‘'resectability/* and ia worn in token of 
mnch modeaty and decorum. Satirical Sdndiana, 
however, are in the habit declaring that it ia a bit 
of rank prodety, and that the wearer of the Bnrki^ 
ao fiur firmn being bettor, ia generalty a Utile worae 
than her nei^bonia. Onr lady u veiy atrid^ groa 
may wot, in "keeping up vggt m oBmi** tat in 
addition to the mantilli^ die weara ont of dona a 
long wide ootton Pan, at pett i e6 a i» finr finur that 
dianoe ahonld eipoae thetipaof her n i maoned toaa 
to a atrange nuu/a gaae. 

She ia now in her indon eoatmne. Over her 
head, down to the weiat bdriiMij is a veil 

of Tettah ailk, with a lioh edgings tiie whole of red 
oolonr, todenote thafethe weeier is a "higqty wififc"* 
The nest gument k a long wide aUfk, opening in 
tnaik, aomewhat after the fmhion of a Freadunon'e 

emlavliiJr* 
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Uommj the hanging aleevea an enormona, and a 
nddy-wwked band or gorget oonflnea it ronnd the 
throat. At thia aeaaon of the year it is made of 
eapenaive hroeadej in aommer Multan mnalin would 
bethefinhionalileituir. There are no ataya to apoQ 
the ahape: tiieir loom Imaw ia a harmleaa qpenoer 
or boddioe* of relret, fitting aa tight aa poaaihle to 
the fimn, coneealing the boaom, and fintening 
behind. The *'tenninationa/* of blue aatin, are 
huge baga, ray wide behind, to aet aa jmSmou or 
crineliae, and narrowing towarda the eztremidea 
enflleient^ to prerent tiieir ftlling orer the foot. 
Theae are gathered in at the anklea, and correct 
taate requirea thia port to be ao tight that our lady 
norer takea kaa than twenty mmntea to inreat bier 
Ihir limba in her fiUtAon, or pantaloona. 1 mnat 
coll iqpon you to admire the fiToro, or trowaer-atiing : 
it ia a cord of aOk and gold, plaited togethw with a 
cirde of pearla at both enda, aorionnding a rulty or 
aome aneh atone, aet in wite^ concealed 1^ the eoila 
of the pendant estremitiea. CSondndee the toQette 
with dippera, a leaUiem ade^ deatitute of hind* 
qwlen^ whoae tiny ramp hardty eorara the tpea: 
ita cmamenta are large tnfta of floaa ailk, rariona 
eolonied finla^ winga of green beetlep^ eedinridered, 

• !■ Aiyt B ii f i fllrqri fci iiBb, 
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or seed pearis aewed upon a bright dotii ground. 
To MO the wearer tripping and atnmbling at ereiy 
aeoond at^, you would unagine that the Scindian, 
like the mbject of the Cdeatial Empire, had know- 
ingly put a limit to hia lady*a power of locomotion. 
But no^ air, it ia only "the fashion "—lioenaed 
ridienloninesa. 

A red ailk veil, a froek of white mnalin, through 
which peepa a boddioe of crimson velvet and blue 
satin pantaloona: own that though the lady's costume 
ia utteriy at variance with Le FloUd, and would 
drive Le Petit Comrier into a state of demenqr, it is 
I7 no means wanting in a certain pictnresque 
attr ac ti veness. 

And now for the lady's penemrir. Her kmg, fine 
jetty hair, peifomed with jessamine and other oils, 
is plastered over a wdl-arched Ibrdiead, in broad 
flat bande, by means of a mixture of gum and 
water. Bdiind, the eheeelare is cblleeted into one 
laige tail, which frequently hanga down below the 
waist, aadr-chijBf of many charmar-never behmged 
to any other person: it is plaited with lines of red 
■ilk, resemhling the trowaeretiing, and when the 
head, as fieqnentty happens heie^ ia wdl diape^ no 
ooiflhre oan he prettier than tUa. Her eyea are 
large and foil of fo?e, Mach and white as an mtyx 
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of olmond diape, inth l(mg drooping iMheg, 
imdiwiiAly booiitifiil. I do nofe know ezoedj 
wkethor to appraro of that setting of Kigal* whioh 
the gems; it heightens the colour and 
defines the fimn, hot also it exaggerates the 
into beooming ike feature ci the fece — whioh is not 
adrissUe. However^ 1 dare not eondemn it. Upon 
the brow and diedc hones a little powdered tale is 
applied with a pledget of ootton> to imitate per* 
apiration— a horriUe idea, borrowed from Persian 
poetry,'— and to oonmnnicate, as the natives say, 
" salt ” to the ■Mn- The diedu are slightly tinged 
with lac rooge, a vegetable oompoand whidi I 
strongly recommend, means of yon, Mr. Bull, to 
the artificial cmnplexion-makera of the west. The 
nose is strai|^t, and the thin nostrils are ddicately 
tamed. Yoa, perhaps, do not, I do, admire their 
harden'— a gold flower, formed like a bnttercap, and 
encrusted with pearls ;t at any rate;, tiie bit of black 
ribbon which oonneets it with the front hair is 

* tf haUi^kkaia Cm tooaf 

•■1 tfa** «idi s ^iM, I mC w , m w«odM «IM • MQ, to Iho 

o<|N of tko ordUo. na a Ao>Ub»«C *•>•■■■ Udko; bowk 
it Ibot tho Ibiakao bow aot yot Mod It t 

f Tbon oM oombI kfaidt of MOO oiwmMk tbo oNtl ohM on • kifo 
■otd rial CmSIb dtbic wtaft 0 * * BDolkr OM doyoMag Oon tbo oialn 
oHtUi^ of Ibo son. Wboa n o pow d, • don or • bU of dlror. of 
dMht tbofo a iMoiitd iMo tbo bob to innM to doatae. 
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strictly aconding to the eanoiu of oontiMt. The 
mouth is well Ibnnedj hut somewhat sensual in its 
appear a nce; the teeth are like two rows of jessamine 
buds— the dentist and the dentifirice being things 
unknown— end moles imitated witii a needle dipped 
in antimony ^se a Meohr effect to the oral region. 
The lips and gums are staiimd with a bark called 
Musag, which eommnnicafee an unnatnnd yellowish 
tinge to them ; it is not, however, so offensiTe to the 
qre as the Missi* of India. As large ears are veiy 
much admired, that member is flattened out so as to 
present as extenriive an exterior as possible. And 
as pale palms and soles are considered hideous, 
those parts, the nails indnded, are stained blood red 
with henna leaff Finally, hair on the arms being 

* ApowdffrofTitTiolyfltefflflliag^ffadfflhffrliigradlmti. It ii rubbed 
iulo the luoU ef the leeib ae ■■ autiMplk^ and a pvaflamtian afitet the 
aflbeta of the qnlcklloia^ chaiiad with batal nut; the aalaur la batufuan 
mat and taidigria— the appeaiunca uauatuiul and olfenaifu. 

f TUa leaf baa tffo allbeta upan tba ddu ; It la an aalrimant aa nail aa 
adya. Unlike tba nashwa Baatallla aaaBpounda afEniapa it impaefae the 
bair; tba anwll fa net dhapueabla^ aar la tba traubla of appljrfaif It grant 
Orianlala auppaaa tbal It apaila hj kaa|iingp but tb^ are In anar. Wban 
kaaing India. 1 teak aafuial battlaa aTIt carefbUy aarkadar arasad, round 
the Oapa^andaifunanlbi^apjaiB dMaaifa^Wi Ibairconlanti Inaqr nay. 

Ta piapaia It tba dried laaaaa muat be MUj tritmnlad In mu 
natar ar riea gmal. tan ar tualfu bauia baiHu naa ; It ihauld tban bn 
placed far a whfla In the ann^ ar anpaaod In fondn beat Tbnpaalnia 
applied ullh a bwah— it alainatbn akin franitba raota ta tba point af tba 
hair wban wall ciaaaad with aoap ar paariaab ; dm ar als hauia auflan In 
piaduca a deep bricMuai bnoi whkb a paata af Indlga-laavaa apaadUy 
uantcru Inin a jelly llaake 
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heM an nneqnhroeal maik of knr breedings it is 
careftilly ranoTed I7 means of a certain deplatorj 
called Nnreii.* Our ladj, 70a see, wean no 
stoddngs, but callosities and other complaints whudi 
call for the chiropodist are not likefy to offiand 
our eyes. 

The costume I repeat is picturesque. There is, 
however, I must confoas, something grotesque in 
the decoration of the person— undvilised and snnu 
barbarous people can never rest content with the 
handywork of nature : they must gild refined gdd, 
tattoo or tan, paint or patch a beantifiil skin, dye or 
ch^ pearfy teeth, and fitinle or powder "hyadntiiine 
locks,"— deadly nns against tast^ these "adulteries 
of art 1" 

In point ci ornaments, the Sdndian lady's taste is 
execrable. Fcdite Europe now owns that a Sevignd 
adds nothing to the charms of a fine for ehead and 
takes nothingfirmn theuncomelineasof an ugly one: 
that gdd pendula affixed to Hbo ears are vanities, 
and that a simple black vdvet band is at least as 
becoming as cixcles of maarive metal or gaudy stones. 

* Hide of jrllow aiMie (1 oo.)poniided oad miied widi qnlckline 
(4 oi.) till tho eompoaod omiuboi ob miUbrai jdlowiih tlDfo. It it 
appliod to tlio ddn in o potto mado with mna water, and mutt lio waaM 
off after a nfiiiite or two. aa It buna at woU aa otaino. Thia admlrablo 
ioaoiitioii la oaeiibad hj woatem antlioia to tbo lafenioua SoljMii. wbo 
oooU Bot OBdnn to aao tho atato of H. M. Bilkia of 8ho Wa hoio Ic^ 
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Bat onhappily for pdite Eorope, although the 
daughter coudenms as out of date what her mother 
delighted. to wear, her daughter in her turn will 
certainly revert to it because her mother did not, 
her grandmother did, wear it. In the east there is 
none of this feeling. The comparative scantiness of 
the toilette calls for a number of ornaments which, 
like other things oriental, are neither changed nor 
renewed; handed down as heir-looms in the fiunily, 
they form a conriderahle portion of its wealth, and 
are constantly accumulating — ^the interest upon the 
capital they absorb being the intense gratification 
which the proprietors eiporience in displaying them. 

The popular frontal jewel is a ponderous concern 
of gold set with oystals or jwedous stones of any 
value. It is generally divided into three parts, a 
centre one occupying the middle of the forehead 
flanked by smaller end pieces that rest upon the 
temples. There is a lighter form of the same article, 
but both of them ue too expensive to come witlm 
the means of the poor. The whole oar— lob^ helix 
and little ear— ia so covered with weighty omamenta 
in the shi^ of gold rings, studs, jewelled or enamelled 
stars, and bell-like pendants, that it and its i^pend- 
ages require to be supported with little chains. 
Varieties of the necklace are as disagreeably 
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abundant. One kind is formed by sim]^ or double 
strings of little mr large beads of gold, rilver, or glass 
threaded on silk : it is worn tight round the neck. 
Another is a siniilar ornament of embossed metal : 
another a solid collar, looking more like.an instru- 
ment of punishment than a personal decoration. 
The finga rings are generally plain broad or narrow 
drdes .<tf metal: the rich <Hnuanent them with 
predons atones, and the very fidhionable wear upon 
the thumb a little lo(ddng-gIaas, in which they are 
perpetually viewing their charms. On the arms,'^ 
bendes a number of wristlets, bracdeta;, and annleta 
of gold, silver, or ivoiy, in the shape of rings, Btnd% 
flowers and diains, solid, hollow, or fllled up witib 
melted rosin, the lady generally carries about a 
talisman or two, f called a Tawis, earefbUy preserved 
and justly considered the most valuable part of her 
trinkets. It is usually a dip of paper with a quota- 
tion from Holy Wri^ some curious qdll to avert 
the evil eye, or a song to some dead saint, endoaed 
in a little silver case and fiutened on by black silk 
threads, very old, brown and dirty. A friend of 

* They never weer the Indian omamento called *'hanglefl**— 'thin rii^ 
of atalned gtaat or acaliof-iraz— ifhich every wdl-dieaaed woman wcara 
a denen on each wriaU 

t Tbeae are the **011011010** of aadeat daji^ commonly naed in di^ 
fbient porta of Europe. 
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mine who had earned local odebrity for writing 
them, showed me an ancient gentlewoman who for 
two years had home the mystic words 
"C dMe,” 

— of course in our Temacular — curiously and con- 
fusedly dispersed letter by letter throiighoat the 
squares, circles, and lozenges, in which the precious 
document abounded. And although my firiend had 
on one occasion explained to the old lady in excel- 
lent Sdndee, the purport of her " presemition,'* she 
insisting, wrong-headedly, as seniors at times will, 
upon the &ct that she had worn the artide in 
question during a very prosperous period of her life, 
decidedly refused to discard it. 

The anklets as you see resemble the armlets in all 
p<^t8, ezcepi that they contain a greater mass of 
metal. Perhaps the prettiest is a silver ring set 
with a fringe of small drcular bells which tinkle at 
every motion of the frir owner’s foot. The rings on 
the toes have not an unpleasant effect, and the 
common ones of silver enamelled suit the colour of 
the henna remarkably wdl. 

Now the Sdndian lady stands before you in her 
veil, frock , — " chemisette ” would sound prettier, bnt 
be deddedly incorrect,— boddice,pautaloonit, and slip- 
pers; painted, patched, and dyed; befringed, be-updi- 
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laced and be-ehamed literally ficom to toe, both 
porta included. Her attitude is not an ungraceful . 
one: she carries herselfirell, never stoops, and obserre, 
has not round shoulders. In her hand she holds a 
silken string attached to a tassel tiiat contains a bit 
of musk, and to the nice conduct of this thing she 
devotes much oS her attention. In reply to our 
salutations she raises the right hand — ^never the left 
— ^to her forehead and briefly ejaculates " Salam.*^ 
If we ask her to sit down she will take a diair, but 
being in the habit of squatting, die will certainly 
place at least one foot upon the seat so as to imitate 
as nearly as possible the position most natural to 
her. If she drops her poekeUlundkerduef, an 
article of tdlette used to be looked at not to use, 
she is more Ukdy to pick it vqp with her toes than 
with her fingers— Easterns being all more or less 
four-banded animals. In her continual a4)nst- 
ment of her veil, I see a little ennui as wdl as 
coquetting; die is tired of conversation, is not pre- 
pared fbr aught savouring ol fiuxtionsnessi, being 
" upon her digniiy,’* and longs tot a pipe. Now, 
whilst she is puffing it with immense satis&otion, 
inli^liwg every atom with her Inngs^ and sedulonafy 
dis^ying at the same time that she pretends to 
conceal her arm and waist, I will oblige yon with a 
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hasty biographical sketch as tme to nature as I can 
make it. 

Our sisitar spent her earty years in the harem, 
where she was frequently diastised by her mama, 
and where she sodded and Tomped with, pinched 
and scratched the dare ^Is, and conducted hersdf 
generally in a way whidi would hare horrified the 
correct Mistress Chapone. At the early age of six 
die was mistress of the art of abuse and the mdi* 
ments of play* — here qmonymons with cheating. 
Then commenced her educaticm, she was taught to 
cut out and sew dresses, to knit and emhrcnder, to 
repeat a few jHrayers, and as no expense was spared 
to make her perfect, a femde pedagogue attended 
to teach her t^ reading of her mother tongue, and 
the letters rather than the words of the Koran. Of 
course die was not allowed to writer on account of 
die dangerous pracstioes to whidi that attainment 
leads. But she wasted almoM as much time as onr 
young ladies do upcm mudc; the cmty difference 
being that instead of dicit i n g dismd sounds firom 
the piancxforte, die drummed upcm the timbrel, and 
sedulonsty exercised her Tcnce. From that scnhnifie 
thing the drawing-master and the tdrinoits of the 

* TIm funM genmUy pt B fcrod m dice, cvd^ and •eeeiil kiiide.^^ 
beckgammen ^jred with cowriet. 
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piofeaaor of banning die wai spared; the fcmner being 
yet to be, the latter a purely professional, and by no 
means a xespectsble person in this part of the world. 

Her tentii year Ibimd her prepared, in mind, to 
become a matron, and eagerly enough die looked 
fcnwaid to the change, becanse she suspected that 
in the holy state her liberty would not be so sadfy 
curtailed. One of her father’s ndgbbonrs deter- 
mined to obtain her for his boy; not becanse either 
fidher or son had seen, admired, or lored the diild, 
but the connexion appeared a good one, and the 
youngster was old enough for a wife. So a lady 
Mercury was despatdied to the mother of the fotnre 
bride with many oomplimenta, and most stringent 
orders to remark the furniture of the houses the 
conduct of its inmates, and particularly the age, 
countenance, complexion, dem^our, gait, manners, 
and accomplishments of the denghtor. The latter 
on the other hand was warned by her parent to 
conduct herself with the nicest decorum, to squat 
with her Ted almost covering her head, never to 
rei^y till addressed two or three times, and by 
no means to spit; as her vivacity appeared likdy 
to get the better of prudence, die was soundly 
dipped to induce a grave and reflective turn of 
mind. 
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The Tint passed off well, without, however, any 
thing being oonduded. The Wakil* hinted at the 
object of the call, hut her hosts being people of 
distinction, merely replied with the falsehood of 
eomtenanee, that th^ " had no present intention of 
maiiying their daughter." This, the artistic amhas> 
sadress, who has grown old in the art of making 
every one’s business her own, knew perfectly well, — 
meant that they intended doing so at the first 
possible <9portnnity. So she returned to her 
empkqrer and reported success. 

As a second visit of the kind must not take place 
befiire a month has elapsed, the parents of the future 
couple spent thdr time in collecting all kinds of 
information about the young pet^le from firiends 
and neighbours, who systnnatically withheld it, 
because they expected a fbast when the affhir came 
off. The next amba$$ade was a decisive one, and 
a lucky di^ at a decent distance of time was fixed 
iqpon fi» the preliminary rite of betrothal. 

On the evening appmnted the boy’s relations of 
both sexes assenibled, and repaired with music and 
fiteworits to the young lady’s hous^ carrying a 

• Tk» VrddI, «r "Ite. m thta dm fa 

«lbilgr*aBS^Uifa4r, whvviMe a MMHinf and, cwfoM to *■ 

MMtoto afaMt lodfa. ••Mia.MirHaaHDAU'aObaanatfaM aatlM 

Mtoaotaaa ar laOa, I83S.** 
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prewnt of bgouterie and dresses. Th^ firand evoy 
thing prepared for their reception; the nien*s rooms 
were strewed with pipes, the Zenanah or Gynasoenm 
was spread with the best carpets and hnng with 
huge nos^ys of strong scented flowers. The in- 
tended wu publicly dressed in new dotbes of the 
most expensive description, and ornamented with 
garlands, and the jewels sent by the bridegroom ; 
henna was then placed upon her hands, and she was 
seated in a oonqdcnous part of the room, the centre 
of all attraction. There she continued Ihr a while 
modestly conihsed with eyes flzed on the ground. 
Her mother thoi sommoning the barber’s wife, or 
rather the female barber — an important personage 
on these occanona— desired her to carry a pot of 
milk and a tray of sweetmeats into the gentlemett^ 
apartments. This the old lady did, and witii mndi 
jesting and railing made the party eat, drink, and 
be merry. She stayed with them tiU they all recited 
the Estihah, or opening diapter of the Konm, with 
raised hands. The father ci the bride who was 
concealing his intense delight at getting rid of the 
" honsdibld calamity,” namety, a daughter,' witii a 
mingl ed expreasianafgtiefandshamei, then ^ipointed 
a diy^ fi» the nuptial ceremony. Next took place a 
great fete, beginning with a fimst, and ending with 
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music and dandngj fiestivities continued fiw about 
a week, and with them concluded the pseliminaiy 
of betrothaL 

At this stage of the proceeding it is considered 
somewhat dishonourable to break off a match. At 
the same time there is no such nonsense in Idam as 
a suit for breach of promise — a demand for crans 
wherewith to salve broken heart and wounded fed- 
ings. Nor is there any religioiu impediment to a 
dissolution of the engagement. After the ceremony, 
as befinre it, the bridegroom is never, strictly speak- 
ing, allowed to see his intmided; but as, all the 
world over, that formidable person, the mother-in- 
law, is at this stage of the proceedings disposed to 
regard her new son with &vour, such events are by 
no means so rare as th^ should be. 

The lady was married about a year after her 
betrothal, a delay politdy long^ as hurry towards 
matrimony is considered a snspuaons sign. No sum 
of num^ that the fiunily could afford was spared : 
fbastings and inerry-makings began a month or six 
weeks before the ceremony. All that Sdn^han art 
could do was put into requirition to make the bride 
as pretty as possible. Coametics,oil8,nngottits, 
dyes,perfiimes,depi]atoiies, the paint bm^ and.,the 
tweeaers, were press^ into the service; eadi lady of 
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the thonumd nritora and every attendant abigail, 
having aomeinfidlible recipe Ibr 

** rhiinii rffliofiiiling ugUnoB^” 

and with tmly feminine pertinacity inriating npon 
trying it. The wonder was that, what with their 
vellicationB and ahampooings, eternal bathings, and 
atnffinga with churo,* mbbinga with wood 

and pitileas aoonringa with pithi,t they left the poor 
girl any beanty at all. Moat of the torment was 
exhanated upon the lady: the hi^am or barber 
contented himself with "deaning" the male patient, 
and the friends of the fiunily exercised thmr active 
minds in dressing him up, so as to give him as much 
as possible the appearance of being a "gentleman^* 
looking young man." 

To describe all the now utterly meaningleas puerili- 
ties and the succession of feasts that constituted the 
marriage in high life would be a task as tedious as it 
is profitless. Briefiy to allude to them, both ikmilies 
kept open houses and invited all their relations 
morning and evening, eating, drinkings smoking sijd 
chatting all the day, and filling nqp the night with 

• dump HI mUftTmd cdw of wImoIob floor nado into doa|)i witli 
daiiflod bottoTp and mimd with brawn wijir- a biltoot maap papdailj 
aivpoaad to incraaaa tho dallGBcgr of tbo akin. 

f A a n aae d a n a m n tor aoapp aooip o aadof awoat oil and tho floor of Maah 
— nUndofpbaaaoloa. 
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danoe^ in which profisssional perfomen displayed 
their charms, whilst bandsof most unmusical inatm* 
ments screamed, jingled and rattled outside the doors 
for the edification of the emduded vulgar. A number 
of presents passed between the bride and the bride- 
groom, a series of visits k^t their relations, to use 
a native phrase, in the state of " washerman's dogs 
'twixt house and pond."* Dresses and jewels were 
canvassed, prepared, tried on, and serutinised with 
relig^ns care; the bridal paraphernalia consisting 
of clothes, garland^ dressing-cases, trinketai, and a 
nuniher of articles of furniture, were sent by tiie 
gentleman to the lady, and finally expiatory ceremo- 
nies were performed so as to defeat all the malevolent 
intentions of the fiend and the evil-eye. 

Next came the Church's part oi the solemnity. 
On the evening appmnted, the caiee, or ^ mulli^ 
was requested to be present at tlie house of the 
bridegroom's fether, where there was a gathe ring of 
both Ihmilies, the ibmale sex, however, being strietly 
exdnded. Then the priest, in set phrase, thriee 

* litonlljp *belongiiif ndihtrto bom m ibMl**— • 

«poB tbo otopo of wbieh tb# Mdt m wont to plj tbolr motloD. 

t Tbis io tbo JalM% or dowrj. It it Iho Udfn property^ dneendt to 
bar dilldion« and Iniaaao of bar djfaif witbant ftano bbUmfi to bor noantt 
of kin. Tbo totf ament mdo by tb# bildtgrooot b odioa tbo mbr. It 
la a raligioba oU^adoOpwItliont wUeb no manlago iaiawftd ; aabbowawp 
the bride ia allowed to imit an indoanltopofftion of ll^it iaaMOO ftnonlly 
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asked the young lady's paieht, who had constituted 
himself her trustee, whether he agreed to marry his 
daughter to sudi and such a person. He responded 
solemnly in the affirmative. Upon thu the marriage 
settlements were made; and as the father of the 
bride wished to give as little and to receive as much 
as possible ; moreover as, strange to relate, the father 
of the bridegroom seemed possessed by a spirit of 
direct opposition to his future connection, the scene 
that ensued was an animated, but by no means a 
decorous one. It ended in the old way, when a 
thing must be done, by both parties giving up a little 
to each other. Then the cazee, rising from his sea^ 
began to recite Arabic prayers, benedictions, the 
nuptial contract, and certain chapters of the Koran, 
setting forth the beauties of matrimony, and the 
lovely lives of hea>peoked patriarchs and prophets. 
Concluded this affecting part of the rite with a general 
congratulation and a heavy pull upon the father of 
the bridegroom's purse by the holy man,* and all 
those who could find the least pretext to assist them 
in the operation. Presents of camels, horsey gold- 
hilted swords, dresses of honour, ornaments, and 

• The Keren doei not permit cixeet to take to for marrjing, feadiag ' 
preyere to^ end buiying the FieithfuL Kereletidnhering been nneooemmiH 
dating in thia little matter, the holy men era obliged to mtent themaeltea 
^•ith daily pay, ooeaaional preaenta,and gianta of land. 
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jewdlery, were showered, about in such profusion 
that even to the present day the poor man feels tiie 
effects of a liberality, which nothing could have 
provoked but the absolute certainty, that upon it 
depended for existence his own good name and the 
respect of all his fellows. 

Presently the nocturnal procession took place. 
The bridegroom was bathed, dressed, garlanded, and 
adorned with all the attention due to ao important 
an occasion. Mounted on a white htnse, and 
surrounded a crowd of rdations, firienda^ and 
spectators, with flags and firework^ musicians, 
gymnasts, and dancing girls, he paraded through 
the atreets, visited the mosque if he had time, 
and at last reached the bride’s house. He then 
dismounted and was led or carried into the court- 
yard, where the women of the finnily received him : 
he entered the male assembly, and was almost 
immediatdy removed to the senanah, where the lady 
awaited his coming. A number of uninteresting cere- 
monies Mlowed, ‘and. Anally, the " happy couple" 
were left together with the pleasant certainty that at 
dawn they must surety rise to bathe, dressy say their 
prayera, and receive die congratulations of their 
finenda 

Our SdndSan lady— she signifies that ^ wante 
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another pipe — ^then entered npon life in real eameat. 
She was permitted by her religion to call upon her 
parents once a week ; * she did so once a day, some* 
times twice, and her husband, as might be expected, 
felt the resnlts. Arailing herself of the privilege of 
womanhood, she added smoking and the ehewing of 
betel-nut to her other accomplishments. She spent 
her hours in decorating herself, not to fiiscinale the 
eye of her spouse as she ought to have done, hut 
with the strictly feminiue object of exciting the envy, 
hate, and malice of all her dear family, friends and 
acquaintances, by a display of dresses. She punctu- 
ally attended all feastings and junketings, nor did 
she neglect the fiurs at the tombs of saints, and 
other religious assemblies, where religion is usually 
the thing least thought of. She had promised, not 
as our ladies do, but by proxy, to " love^ honour, and 
obey,*' her goodman : she did neither this, tha^ nor 
the other. Old Saadi, the Oriental moralist — about 
as moral a writer, by-the-by, as Pietro Aretino, or 
Pigault Lebrun-^makes it the test of respectability 
in a house, that woman's voice dienld never be heard 
b^ond its walls. The fur Scindian knows nought 

• Before the birth of the fliet child. All the teiron of religion, etripes 
included, ere directed egninit the wife who duet to Tisit her perenti 
without her hutbnnd's order. Whet enn the poor womcii do hut dulj 
and openly disobey them f 
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of Saad^ and caiet albonifc aa mncb for his testa and 
hia opiniona: die sodded her husband withiromanly 
vigonr, londly and nnrespectably at all hours. 

After the birth of die first diild the petitet nudret 
de la vie empt^ale began to gather. The lady had 
been indulging a little too ftedy in the pleasures of— - 
brandy. Her spouse disoovered the circumstance, 
and diastiaed her corporally for the same. He 
should have begun that discipline earlier. Twtemi 
of bowing her head, she remarked that his ftoe was 
a "black creation of God^s." H^ highly indignant 
at the truth cS the observation, retorted many a 
curse in query-form, to whudi she replied cate- 
gorically. A fiirious quarrel was the result. F(utu> 
natdy for our visitor, Sdnde then bdonged to 
a civilised peo^, who systematically hang every 
man that kills his better half.* When the couple 
retired to rest that night, the husband, refiecting finr 
the first time upon the blessings of polygamy, hdf 
determined to take to himsdf * aeeond wife, and the 
lady indignantly running over the list of her 
grievanoesj, firmly resolved to provide herself with a 

• Th« Kfle Inr — — *"f adgllnx it iMMlf im iiist l t tw the 

teldiK Wkift vetakwtSbesUmNibtt that Idrfsg saw itwiB't 
mAj wMBt te iten Us htaear. It b ear dalj to |w » U t htat «ith 

fltMillllllB, ^ ^ 
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eieubeo. She would have demanded divorce firom 
‘'that man** but for two reasons; in the first place, 
by such step, die would have forfeited all her claims 
to the mahr, or settlement; and secondly, she did 
not anticipate much happiness in returning home to 
be scolded by her mother, lectured by her fother, 
snubbed by her brothers, and be seduloudy watdied 
and guarded by all. But she did not fail,, knowing 
how mudi it would annoy her husband, to call upon 
"dear ma** as often as possible, to detail all her 
miseries, and to throw "dear ma*s** words in his 
face at every opportunity. Finally, she threatened 
him with her fother, and complained to her brotfoers 
with such assiduity, that the spouse, quite e»e(d£, 
presently provided her with a lawful rival, she him 
with an unlawful one. 

In Moslem countries polygamy is the exception, 
not the rule. It is confined to the upper and 
middle classes, who' can afford themselves the luxury, 
and a first wife is seldom superseded unless issue be 
wanting, ta incompatibility of temper render the 
measure advisable. .The equita*^" law of the Koran 
concerning the maiTiage>settlenient effectuaUy pre- 
vents the abuse of divorce on an extensive iicale; for 
a few rich nobles may,, the many poor cannot, afford 
to pay the fortune of evmy woman they wish to put 
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out of the house. Wives sxe limited to four— 4lie 
number fixed by the Koran, and approved by 
experience. One wife quarrela vith you; two are 
sure to involve you in their squabbles, which end 
only to recommence, because thqr are equally 
matched; and when yon have three a faction is 
always formed against her you love best, so as to 
make her hours bitter. But four find society and 
occupation for themselves; of course they divide 
into two parties, but you, oh husband, are com- 
paratively comfortable. 

How very selfish men are I 

Yon must not run away with the opinion, Mr. John 
Bull, that tiiese four ladies all occupy the same apart- 
ments. Were that the case, there would soon be 
murder in the house. Each has her own suite of 
rooms, her attendants, and her private establishment. 
In their intercourse there is mudi ceremony; no lady 
calls upon her neighbour without sending a previous 
message, and the relatives, fri«n tmA MgnMnta.wfl— 
of the one are not expected to show any attentumto 
the other. A certain amount ot discipline is main- 
tained Ity the first wifi^ who generally commands the 
female brigade^ and the law of the Koran emidemns 
the Moslem that allows himsdf to fisel an undue par- 
tiality fisr any one of his four spouses. Foitunatdy 
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for Scmde, the fair aex is not skilful in toxicology 
as are the dark dames of India, nor have they the 
stout hearts and sturdy arms which often render the 
burly beauties of Affghanistan truly formidable to 
their husbands. 

After what I have told yon about our visitor, you 
will readily believe that she u not so good a 
mother as the Hindoo woman is. She considers every 
chQd a disadvantage, as it robs her of the freshness 
of her charms. She has to make the most of her 
time, expecting to be an old woman at thirty, and 
maternal duties are apt sadly to interfere with the 
pursuit of excitement, and the ei^oyment of pleasure. 
But she also feels thait her position in society — and 
what will not a woman do for position? — mainly 
depends for existence and continuance upon her off- 
spring. If she has not a son, as soon as wrinkles 
appear she will be cast aside like an antiquated piece 
of fbmiture, doomed to the lumber-room till it ftdls 
to dust. Her rival, against whom she has fought 
through life — all for hate of course, not for love, with 
the spirit of a heroine, and the zeal of a Jesuit — will 
gloriously win the day : her husband will despise her 
till he forgets her; her family will neglect her as a 
most unprofitable person; briefiy, there is no knowing 
how dark her future ftte may be. So she^ does not 
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utterly neglect her children ; in their infanqr she sees 
that thqr are fed and bathed, and, as they grow 
older, she takes more care of them ; they become 
the weapons with which she hopes, by AUah’s aid, to 
drire the fellow wife out of the well-fought field. 

Soon our Sdndian lady, after prolonging the e^fl 
day as much as possible, will turn her back upon 
pleasure, and apply hersdf either to unremitting 
intrigue for the benefit of her offspring, or become 
▼ery derout and very disagreeable, inveighing bitterly 
against the vanities of the world — ^for the usual reason, 
because she can no longer eigoy them; and censuring 
the young people of the present day^^ because die 
belongs to another generation. Her son and her 
daughter will grow up ; she will become a mother- 
in-law in her turn. Then her husband will pass 
away; die removes her omamentf^ refrains from 
perfumes and scented oils, dresses herself in dirty 
white garments, and traditionises about, and antici- 
pates reunion with her poor dear Jan Mohammed, 
ezactly as if she had been a Britidi matron. And so 
on:— ^the lights wane— the stagedarkene— the cnitaUi 
descends. 
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